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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Using the Visible Emission Line Coronagraph
(VELC) on Aditya-L1, India’s first space-based
solar mission, scientists from IIA and NASA
have made the first-ever spectroscopic
observations of a Coronal Mass Ejection (CME)
in the visible wavelength range, very close to
the Sun’s surface.
This marks a breakthrough in studying solar
eruptions and space weather directly near
their origin.

Key Points
Location: Aditya-L1 is positioned at the Sun–
Earth Lagrange Point (L1), 1.5 million km from
Earth, ensuring 24×7 solar observation.
Findings:

Electron density: ~370 million/cm³
Energy: 9.4 × 10²¹ J
Mass: ~270 million tons
Speed: 264 km/s
Temperature: 1.8 million K

Significance: Closest-ever spectroscopic CME
data in visible light; crucial for space weather
prediction and solar physics research.
Collaboration: Indian Institute of Astrophysics
(IIA) & NASA.

Static Linkages
Coronal Mass Ejection: A plasma and magnetic
field burst from the Sun’s corona causing
geomagnetic storms.
Lagrange Points: Five equilibrium points in the
Sun–Earth system; L1 enables uninterrupted
solar view.
Coronagraph: Blocks direct sunlight to study
the corona.
Space Weather: Solar activity affecting
satellites, GPS, and power grids.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

Enhances India’s capability in solar
observation and space weather forecasting.
Supports international collaboration in
heliophysics.
Strengthens satellite and infrastructure
protection systems.

Challenges:
High radiation and data complexity near the
Sun.
Need for real-time data integration with
forecasting systems.

Way Forward
Integrate findings with national space weather
alert systems.
Build AI-based CME prediction tools.
Expand solar research collaboration and data-
sharing frameworks.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

On June 12, 2025, Air India AI 171, a Boeing 787
Dreamliner, crashed just after takeoff from
Ahmedabad, killing 241 passengers and 19
people on the ground — the first-ever
Dreamliner crash since its induction.
The AAIB recovered both flight recorders by
June 16, accessed data by June 25, and issued
a preliminary report on July 12, which raised
more questions than answers.
The MHA granted ‘X Category’ commando
protection to the AAIB Chief, citing “threat
perception” — unprecedented in aviation
history.
The MoCA has delayed the final report,
prompting criticism over lack of transparency.

Key Points
Aircraft: Boeing 787; over 1,175 in global
service.
Accident sequence: Dual engine shut-off due
to manual fuel control switch cut-off within
seconds after takeoff.
Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) captured a
puzzling exchange — “Why did you do that… I
did not do that.”
Transparency lapse: Non-release of CVR/DFDR
data fueled media speculation and distrust.
Global comparison: U.S. NTSB and U.K. AAIB
issue public briefings; India’s AAIB does not,
despite ICAO Annex 13 norms.

Static Linkages
AAIB created under Rule 71, Aircraft
(Investigation of Accidents and
Incidents) Rules, 2012, in line with
ICAO Annex 13.
MoCA oversees safety via DGCA
and AAIB.
Article 73 & 77 – Executive powers
of Union extend to such sectors.
2nd ARC Report – Emphasizes
transparency and accountability in
governance.
Disaster Management Act, 2005 –
Mandates quick response and
factual disclosure in major
accidents.

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Quick data recovery and analysis.
Strengthened domestic
investigation capacity.

Concerns:
Opaque reporting violates ICAO
norms.
Media vacuum leading to
misinformation.
Coordination gaps between MoCA
and MHA.
Pilot stress due to speculation on
aircraft safety.

Stakeholder Views:
Families: Demand closure and truth.
Pilots: Seek clarity to ensure
confidence.
Boeing & FAA: Want technical
transparency.
Public regulators: Must safeguard
institutional credibility.

Way Forward
Adopt NTSB-style transparency
with factual daily updates.
Grant statutory independence to
AAIB.
Enhance global coordination with
FAA, EASA, ICAO.
Frame media protocols to counter
misinformation.
Strengthen crew training for crisis
response.
Amend Aircraft Act, 1934 for
mandatory report release within 90
days.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Tamil Nadu Champions Foundation (TNCF),
backed by CM M.K. Stalin, is executing a
Dravidian Model of inclusive sports
governance — “Ellarukkum Ellam” (“everything
for everyone”).
The state has rapidly expanded sports
infrastructure, athlete support, and social
inclusion, showing how governance and equity
can merge in sports policy.
Record medals at National Games 2025 and
Khelo Para Games 2025 highlight its success.

Key Points
Funding: ₹1,945 crore (2021–25) vs ₹800 crore
(2016–21) — 143% increase.
Infrastructure: 28 new complexes, synthetic
tracks in six towns, para-accessible arenas in 11
districts, stadium upgrades in major cities.
Athlete Schemes:

ELITE: ₹30 lakh/year for 50 top athletes.
Mission International Medal: ₹12 lakh/year
for 125 athletes.
Champions Development: ₹4 lakh/year for
200 under-20 talents.

Achievements: 34 of India’s 89 Chess GMs
from TN; 12 Olympians at Paris 2024; 20% rise
in National Games medals.
Inclusion & Jobs: 3% sports quota revived —
109 athletes employed; Kalaignar Sports Kit
Scheme covers all panchayats; para-sports
integrated.

Sports Tourism: Hosted Chess
Olympiad, Squash World Cup, Asian
Hockey Trophy, World Surf League,
WTA/ATP events, and India’s first F4
night race.

Static Linkages
Entry 33, State List: Sports under
state purview.
Article 41 (DPSP): Right to recreation
and assistance.
National Sports Policy 2001 &
Development Code 2011: Define
national framework.
Khelo India Scheme (2018): Talent
and infrastructure promotion.
NITI Aayog’s Strategy @75: Sports as
tool for inclusion.

Critical Analysis
Strengths:

Democratizes access to sports; data-
driven and transparent.
Empowers women, rural youth, and
para-athletes.
Boosts state identity and sports
tourism.

Challenges:
Maintenance and cost recovery of
facilities.
Need for coaching and science
integration at grassroots.
Overlaps with central schemes; weak
private participation.

Way Forward
Merge TN sports database with
national repository.
Integrate sports into school
curriculum.
Build PPP-based infrastructure
management.
Expand para-sports and women
athlete policies.
Enhance coaching and sports
science capacity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Rahul Gandhi, Leader of Opposition, alleged
that 25 lakh votes in Haryana were fake or
duplicate in the 2024 Assembly elections.
He cited 5.21 lakh duplicate, 93,174 invalid, and
1.24 lakh blurred/fake-photo voters.
The Election Commission of India (ECI)
rejected the charge, citing due procedure and
an ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
rolls.
The issue has renewed debate on electoral
transparency and institutional trust in India.

Key Points
Allegations include duplicate entries and use
of a Brazilian model’s photo 22 times.
The ECI says issues must be raised within
statutory timelines under the RPA 1950 &
1951.

Critics accuse ECI of opacity, as booth videos
and voter data are not public.
Experts demand that while ballot secrecy be
maintained, voter identity verification must
remain publicly auditable.

Static Linkages
Article 324: ECI’s constitutional authority.
RPA, 1950 & 1951: Legal framework for
electoral rolls and elections.
Model Code of Conduct: Ensures ethical
campaign behavior.
VVPAT (2013): Enhances verifiability of votes.
ARC Report on Ethics: Emphasizes institutional
integrity.

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Periodic revisions (SIR), forms for
inclusion/deletion ensure citizen participation.
Ballot secrecy is constitutionally protected.

Concerns:
Data duplication and weak verification
systems.
Restricted access to booth-level data erodes
trust.
Perceived bias threatens ECI’s neutrality.
Judicial redress through petitions is slow and
ineffective.

Ethical Lens:
Free and fair elections form part of the Basic
Structure.
Institutions must appear impartial, not just act
so.

Way Forward
Independent electoral roll audit before major
polls.
Aadhaar-linked voter database with privacy
safeguards.
Public access to anonymized voter data and
booth recordings.
Stronger ECI autonomy through statutory
reforms.
Fast-track election tribunals for disputes.
Citizen awareness on voter roll verification.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In September 2025, a Supreme Court-appointed
SIT cleared Reliance Foundation’s Vantara Project
in Jamnagar, Gujarat, stating its animal imports
were legal and facilities for 30,000+ animals were
adequate.
The Court released only a summary of the report.
Soon after, a CITES committee visited the site
and, while praising infrastructure, urged India to
pause new import permits citing documentation
irregularities.
CITES noted inconsistencies in permit codes and
traceability between exporting nations and India,
raising questions about India’s wildlife
management transparency.

Key Points
Vantara: India’s largest private zoo and
conservation facility under Reliance Foundation.
SIT Report: Found all acquisitions lawful and
compliant with the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

CITES Findings: Permit discrepancies—e.g., Czech
authorities termed transfers as “sales,” while
Vantara called them reimbursements.
Legal Context: Indian law forbids commercial
procurement of wild animals.
CITES Role: Regulates, not bans, cross-border
wildlife trade; India a Party since 1976.
Concern: Partial disclosure of SIT findings could
affect global trust in India’s conservation
governance.

Static Linkages
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 – Governs trade,
protection, and management of wild animals and
zoos in India.
Central Zoo Authority (CZA) – Statutory body under
the Act that regulates zoo operations and exchange
of animals.
Article 48A of the Constitution – Mandates the State
to protect and improve the environment and
safeguard forests and wildlife.
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty of citizens to
protect the natural environment and wildlife.
CITES Appendix I, II, III – Categorises species based
on the degree of trade restriction required.
India’s CITES Management Authority – The
Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) and
MoEFCC implement trade regulations.

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Promotes private conservation leadership.
Ensures high animal care standards.
Legally compliant as per SIT.

Concerns:
Transparency gap due to withheld report.
Permit inconsistencies undermine legal clarity.
Weak coordination between CZA, DGFT, and foreign
agencies.
Reputation risk for India’s wildlife governance.

Stakeholders:
Government: Balancing conservation and
sovereignty.
CITES: Seeks global traceability compliance.
Civil Society: Demands openness.
Private Sector: Wants clear, ethical regulation.

Way Forward
Digital Permit Audits: Integrate CZA–CITES–DGFT
systems.
Transparency: Release redacted SIT findings.
Clarify Legal Terms: Define “sale” vs. “donation” under the
Act.
Capacity Building: Train officials on international
compliance.
Ethical Private Role: Create accreditation norms.
Global Communication: Engage proactively with CITES.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The 30th UNFCCC Conference of Parties
(COP30) began in Belem, Brazil (Nov 2025),
aiming to revive trust in global climate
negotiations.
Despite 30 years of talks and thousands of
initiatives, GHG emissions continue to rise, far
from the 2030 goal of a 43% cut from 2019
levels (IPCC AR6).
Developing nations decry lack of finance and
technology transfer, while the U.S. exit from
the Paris Agreement deepens mistrust.
Brazil’s COP Presidency prioritizes
implementation over new pledges and
rebuilding multilateral trust.

Key Points
Global Reality: Over 600 climate initiatives
launched since 2015; only half remain active.
Finance & Tech Gaps: Developed nations failed
to mobilize the $100 billion/year promised
under Copenhagen (2009) and Paris (2015).
Brazil’s Focus: Create a transparency
framework to monitor climate commitments.
India’s Agenda: Likely to release its updated
NDC (2035) and first National Adaptation Plan
(NAP); seeks progress on the Global Goal on
Adaptation (GGA).
Reform Proposals: Calls to shift from
consensus-based to majority voting and set up
a UNGA-linked Climate Council for
implementation monitoring.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Strengthens multilateral trust and focuses on
measurable outcomes.
Enhances attention on adaptation and
resilience.
Offers India a platform for updated climate
commitments.

Challenges
Trust deficit from unmet finance/tech
promises.
Weak enforcement of voluntary NDCs.
Fragmented side initiatives and
implementation gaps.
Geopolitical tensions hamper cooperation.

Stakeholder Views
Developing nations: Demand predictable
finance and justice.
Developed nations: Prefer voluntary, non-
binding actions.
Civil society: Seeks transparency and
accountability.

Way Forward
Operationalize Loss and Damage Fund with
clear access rules.
Strengthen Technology Mechanism (TEC–
CTCN) for equitable transfer.
Set up UN Climate Accountability Council for
oversight.
Integrate GGA targets into national planning.
Build a global dashboard to track pledges and
progress.
Prioritize climate-resilient livelihoods for
vulnerable groups.

Static Linkages
UNFCCC (1992): Stabilize GHG
concentrations.
Kyoto Protocol (1997): Binding
targets for developed nations.
Paris Agreement (2015): Voluntary
NDCs to limit warming to below 2°C,
ideally 1.5°C.
CBDR-RC Principle: Shared
responsibility with differentiated
obligations.
India’s Framework: NAPCC (2008),
SAPCCs, and NDC Implementation
Committee.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

At the October 2025 APEC Summit in Busan,
South Korea, the Trump–Xi meeting revealed a
tactical reset in China’s diplomacy.
The venue — Gimhae Air Base, a U.S.-used
Korean facility — symbolised the lingering
American dominance in East Asia, a discomfort
for Beijing.
The meeting’s tone and optics showed China’s
shift from assertiveness to pragmatism, amid
domestic economic stress.

Key Points
China agreed to:

Ease rare earth export controls, boost U.S.
soybean imports.
Cooperate on fentanyl precursors and
consider Alaskan oil imports.

Avoided contentious issues — Taiwan, South
China Sea, chip bans, nuclear testing.
The Fourth Plenum of the 20th Party Congress
signalled economic anxiety:

Property slump, local debt, youth
unemployment, and investor flight.

Hints of Deng Xiaoping’s “taoguang yanghui”
(hide strength, bide time) re-emerged.
Beijing now stresses “mutual respect” and
“win–win cooperation”, softening its tone.
India’s cautious stance at ASEAN — avoiding
Trump’s optics — reflected strategic restraint.

Static Linkages
APEC (1989): 21 Pacific economies promoting
free trade and cooperation.

Rare Earths: China supplies ~70% globally; crucial
for clean tech, defence, semiconductors.
Deng’s Strategy: Prioritise domestic growth over
confrontation.
Panchsheel Principles: Mutual respect and
peaceful coexistence remain India’s diplomatic
anchor.

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Stabilises U.S.–China ties; reduces market
uncertainty.
Offers India room for regional and tech
engagement.
Reflects China’s pragmatic shift under pressure.

Negatives:
Pause may be temporary; nationalism could
return.
China’s domestic fragility adds unpredictability.
India must balance U.S. alignment with China
border realities.

Stakeholders:
U.S.: Prefers managed competition.
China: Focused on economic revival.
India: Pursues multi-alignment with strategic
caution.

Way Forward
Strengthen border, cyber, and maritime resilience.
Deepen rare earth and tech partnerships under
PLI and Quad frameworks.
Maintain dialogue with Beijing; avoid
triumphalism.
Engage U.S. systemically beyond personalities
(Congress, firms, defence).
Build supply chain security and critical mineral
alliances.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Many states have launched or expanded cash
transfer schemes for women, especially before
elections.
12 states run such programs, worth ₹1.7 lakh
crore (~0.5% of GDP) — e.g., ₹1,000/month in
Chhattisgarh, ₹2,500 in Jharkhand.
UP, Gujarat, Rajasthan currently have none.
These schemes raise questions about
empowerment, fiscal prudence, and state
priorities.

Key Points
Coverage: ~10 crore women.
Forms: Cash (monthly or lump sum) and kind
(food grains, bus rides, laptops, sewing
machines).
Impact: Promotes financial autonomy,
mobility, and access to education/jobs.
Fiscal Aspect: Costs monitored under the
FRBM Act.
Linkages: Builds on NFSA and PM-KISAN,
proving direct support reduces poverty.

Static Linkages
DPSPs (Arts. 38, 39, 41, 43): Promote social and
economic welfare.
FRBM Act (2003): Ensures fiscal discipline,
limits state borrowing.
Economic Survey & NITI Aayog: Endorse DBTs
and gender budgeting for efficiency and
inclusion.
Gender Budgeting (2005–06): Mainstreams
gender equity in expenditure.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Empowers women, boosts consumption,
promotes inclusion.
In-kind support improves education and
mobility.
DBT ensures transparency, curbs leakages.

Cons
Fiscal pressure on states; capital spending may
suffer.
Risk of populism and long-term
unsustainability.
Cash aid cannot replace job creation.
Targeting and identification challenges persist.

Way Forward
Targeted delivery using SECC and Aadhaar
data.
Fiscal balance via better tax compliance and
GST efficiency.
Outcome-based monitoring through NITI
Aayog’s OOMF.
Integrate with skilling and jobs to ensure
sustainable impact.
Pre-announcement fiscal vetting for welfare
schemes.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India’s economy shows resilience amid global
slowdown, supported by festival-driven
consumption and GST rate cuts (effective Sept
22, 2025).
Strong vehicle and tractor sales signal rural
and urban demand revival.
Despite improved liquidity, private investment
lags due to demand uncertainty.

Key Points
Festive Boost: During the 42-day festival
period, retail sales grew — 2W (↑21.8%), PV
(↑23.4%), 3W (↑8.9%), CV (↑15%) – FADA.
Rural Strength: Good monsoon, bumper kharif
output → tractor sales ↑14.2%.
Inflation: CPI fell to 1.5% (99-month low) in
Sept 2025, lifting real incomes.
External Drag: Services exports ↓5.5%, US-
bound exports ↓11.9% (Trump tariffs).
Investment Hesitation: Corporates, despite
healthy balance sheets, await steady demand
visibility.

Static Linkages
Keynesian multiplier: demand → income →
investment loop.
Fiscal policy as indirect stimulus via GST cuts.
Monsoon’s impact on rural demand and
aggregate growth.
Inflation–growth trade-off and business cycle
recovery.

Critical Analysis
Positives:

GST cuts and festive timing boosted demand.
Low inflation improved purchasing power.
Strong rural and agricultural performance.

Concerns:
Private investment and job creation remain
weak.
Export contraction limits overall growth.
Consumption rise may be seasonal, not
structural.

Stakeholders:
Consumers, farmers, MSMEs, industry, and
government.

Way Forward
Strengthen rural incomes via agri and
infrastructure push.
Generate jobs in manufacturing and MSMEs.
Streamline Ease of Doing Business 2.0 reforms.
Periodic GST rationalisation for sustained
consumption.
Diversify exports beyond US/EU to emerging
markets.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Global rise in AI tool usage by individuals,
firms, and governments.
In India, tech majors offer AI services free or at
low cost — e.g., Google’s Gemini Pro for Jio
users, Perplexity Pro for Airtel users.
The government has raised concerns over data
uploaded, queries made, and inferences drawn
by foreign AI models.
The Finance Ministry has advised staff not to
use ChatGPT or DeepSeek on official devices.
This coincides with global technonationalism,
as nations push indigenous AI ecosystems.

Key Points
India’s AI market dominated by foreign players;
MeitY is funding indigenous LLMs and SLMs.
Zoho’s office suite being promoted as a secure,
domestic alternative.
China and the EU AI Act (2024) illustrate global
trends of AI sovereignty and regulation.
Data governance, privacy, and ethical AI use
are emerging policy priorities.

Static Linkages
Right to Privacy (Article 21) – Puttaswamy
judgment (2017).
Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 –
defines data consent and transfer norms.
IT Act, 2000 – framework for digital and cyber
governance.
NITI Aayog’s #AIforAll (2021) – promotes
responsible and inclusive AI.
Ethical principles: accountability,
transparency, and fairness.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

Drives innovation, efficiency, and data-led
policymaking.
Strengthens India’s digital economy and tech
leadership.

Cons / Challenges:
Data privacy and sovereignty risks.
Over-dependence on foreign platforms.
Regulatory void for AI governance.
Threats of bias, misinformation, and cyber
misuse.

Stakeholders:
Government: Data protection, national
security.
Tech Firms: Data and market expansion.
Citizens: Privacy and transparency concerns.

Way Forward
Create National AI Regulator for ethical
oversight.
Enforce data localization and strong
compliance under DPDP Act.
Support indigenous AI ecosystem via PPPs and
R&D.
Mandate AI impact audits for government use.
Improve public AI literacy and awareness.
Align with global AI ethics frameworks
(UNESCO, OECD).
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