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EC complicit in Haryana ‘vote theft: Rahul

In presentation titled "H-iles, Congress leader alleges there had been 25 lakh fake voters on electoral rolls ahead of polls, says a Brazilian model's photo was used 22 times; he
claims ‘ECis in partmership with the BJP to destroy democracy’; the Congress alleges that ‘vote theft” will be employed in Bihar polls as well, since the system is ‘industrialised

Sandeep Phukan

NEW DELHI
ongress leader Ra-
C hul Gandhi on Wed-
nesday made

another major allegation of
“vote theft”, saying 25 lakh
fake voters were added to
the electoral rolls of Harya-
na ahead of the Assembly
election in the State in
2024, which the Bharatiya
Janata Party won.

Addressing his third
press conference under
the vote chori (theft) cam-
paign, Mr. Gandhi, the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, shared
the voters' list of the Rai
Assembly constituency of
Haryana which had the
photograph of a Brazilian
model 22 times under dif-
ferent names across 10

hs.

While Mr. Gandhi called
his presentation “H files”,
his party colleagues re-

bomb”. In his 80-minute
presentation, he said there
were 1,24,177 voters with
fake photos in Haryana.
“One in eight voters in Ha-
ryana are fake, and despite
that, the Congress lost by a
mere 22,779 votes, which
was the difference in eight
seats,” he said.

The Congress leader al-
leged “Operation Sarkar
Chori [government theft]”
was launched in Haryana
to prevent the Congress
from coming to power des-
pite all exit polls and opi-
nion polls predicting a
landslide win for the party.
“The EC is in a partnership
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah to destroy
Indian democracy,” he
said. “If the voter list is a
lie, then there is no
democracy.”

The BJP and EC officials
categorically rejected his
claims.

CONGRESS WOULD HAVE

.

Congress leacer Rahul Gandhi at a press conference on the vote

theft allegati

the Bihar election, the
Congress has now alleged
that “vote theft” will be
employed in the State as
the system has been “in-
dustrialised”. “You can ask
me why you didn't detect
them in the voters’ list of
Bihar. That is because the
voters’ list comes to us in
the last minute,” he said.
Asked if the party would
seek legal recourse, Mr.

in New Delhi on Wed

day, SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

court of the country, is
watching. We are not doing
this in a private room but
in front of the media.”

Mr. Gandhi called upon
“Gen Z and the youth” to
restore democracy
through satya (truth) and
ahimsa (non-violence).

“If the voter lists are a lie
in Haryana, then there
were no elections,” he said.
“I am telling the youth,

you and not the EC or Na-
rendra Modi. You have to
protect it.”

List of allegations

He alleged there were
521,619 duplicate voters,
93,174 invalid addresses,
and 19,26,351 bulk voters.
Similarly, he showed an ad-
dress in Hodal where there
were 501 votes in a single
address, 223 voters in two
booths with the same pho-
tograph, and so on. “The
other surprising aspect
was that for the first time in
Haryana, postal votes were
different from the result, In
postal ballots, Congress got
73 seats while the BJP got
17" he said.

Mr. Gandhi started the
press conference by play-
ing out a video clip of Ha-
ryana Chief Minister Naib
Singh Saini telling repor-
ters that the BJP will win
the Assembly and they (the
BIP) have all the vyavasta

also took on Chief Election
Commissioner  Gyanesh
Kumar’s claim that house
number “0" (Zero) is used

for homeless people.
“Look at the voters” list
where Mr. Narender's

house is marked as 0. We
physically looked for him
in his village and found this
as his house,” Mr. Gandhi
said, showing a two-storey
house.

In August, Mr. Gandhi,
citing data from the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, claimed
that over one lakh votes
were “stolen” through ma-
nipulation in the Mahade-
vapura Assembly segment
in Karnataka.

The EC had, however,
dubbed the charges as “in-
correct and baseless” and
asserted that no deletion of
votes can happen without
the affected person being
given an opportunity to be
heard.

Claims are
unfounded,
says poll panel

Sreeparna Chakrabarty

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
has dismissed Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's
claims as “unfounded”,
asking why the Congress
did not report alleged mul-
tiple voting during the Ha-
ryana Assembly polls.

The commission added
that the claims ironically
support the special inten-
sive revision of poll rolls,
which he had earlier op-
posed. It also noted that
only 22 election petitions
were pending in the Pun-
jab and Harvana High
Court, with none appeal-
ing against the rolls.

ferred to it as the much-an-

ticipated

With a day to go before
the first phase of voting in

Gandhi  said, “The Su-
preme Court, the highest

Gen Z, and the citizen that

“Hydrogen this democracy belongs to

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi alleged 25 lakh
fake voters were added to Haryana’s 2024
Assembly rolls, calling it “Operation Sarkar
Chori.”

Claimed duplicate photos, invalid addresses,
and fake entries were used to manipulate
results.

The Election Commission (EC) and BJP
rejected the charges as baseless, noting no
legal appeals were filed within the 45-day limit
under the RPA, 1951.

The issue coincides with EC’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) 2025 of rolls in Bihar, now under
Supreme Court scrutiny.

Key Points

Gandhi’s data: 1.24 lakh fake photos, 5.21 lakh
duplicate voters, 93,000 invalid addresses.
Example: In Rai constituency, a Brazilian
model’s photo appeared 22 times under
different names.

EC clarified “House Number Zero” marks
unnumbered or homeless households.

BJP won 48 seats, Congress 37 in Haryana
(2024).

Legal basis: Election petitions fall under
Section 80A, RPA 1951.

Static Linkages

Article 324: Powers of EC.

RPA 1950 & 1951: Rules for rolls, voter
eligibility, and petitions.

PUCL vs. UOI (2013): Voting as freedom of
expression.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

(arrangements),
The Opposition leader

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 4

e Administrative ethics: Institutional neutrality
and public accountability.

Critical Analysis
Pros:
e Raises concern on electoral transparency.
* Promotes debate on data verification and EC
accountability.
Cons:
e Unverified claims may erode trustin EC.
e Politicisation of constitutional bodies.
Challenges:
e Ensuring autonomy with oversight.
e Technological loopholes in roll management.

Way Forward
e Third-party audit of electoral rolls.
e Strengthen Booth Level Officer accountability.
e Reform EC powers for enforceable directives.
e Online transparency portal for roll objections.
e Voter awareness for self-verification.




In Brazil, COP30 and the moment of truth

oday, in the Brazilian Amazon, the
Belém Summit opens ahead of the
30th United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP30). World leaders
convened here in the days leading up to the COP
50 that we can all commit to acting with the
urgency that the climate crisis demands.

1f we fail to move beyond speeches into real
action, our societies will lose faith not only in the
COPs but also in multilateralism and international
pelitics more broadly. That is why 1 have
summoned leaders to the Amazon: to make this
the COP of Truth; the moment we demonstrate
the seri of our shared ¢ i tothe
planet.

Humanity has shown its ability to overcome
great challenges when it acts together and guided
by science, We protected the ozone layer. The
global response to the COVIDHS pandemic
proved that the world can act decisively when
there is courage and political will.

Back to Brazil

Brazil hosted the Earth Summit in 1992. We
approved the Conventions on Climate Change,
Biological Diversity and Combating
Desertification, and adopted principles that
defined a new paradigm for preserving our planet
and our humanity. Over the past 33 years, these
gatherings have produced important agreements
and targets for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions - from ending deforestation by 2030 to
tripling renewable energy use.

Maore than three decades later, the world has
returned to Brazil to confront climate change. Itis
no coincidence that COP30 takes place in the
heart of the Amazon rainforest. This is an
opportunity for politicians, diplomats, scientists,
activists and journalists to witness the reality of
the Amazon.

We want the world to see the true state of the
forests, the planet’s largest river basin, and the
millions of people who live in the region. COPs
cannot be mere showcases of good ideas or

hi

Luiz Indcio Lula
daSilva

is the President
of Brazil

The setting of
the Belém
summit — in
the Amazon —
will help lead
the way in
effective action
1o tackle
climate change

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e The Belém Summit began in the Brazilian
Amazon ahead of COP30 (2025).

* Brazil’s President Lula da Silva urged global

annual gatherings for negotiators. They must be
moments of contact with reality and of effective
action to tackle climate change.

To confront this crisis together, we need
resourees, And we must recognise that the
principle of commeon but differentiated

lead in biofuels and are advancing in wind, solar
and green hydrogen energy.

Redirecting revenues from oil production to
finance a just, orderly and equitable energy
transition will be essential. Over time, ofl
companies worldwide, including Brazil's

ies remains the
foundation of any climate pact.

‘That is why the Global South demands greater
access to resources — not out of charity, but
justice, Rich countries have benefited the most
from the carbon-based economy. They must now
rise to their responsibilities, not only by making
c Il but also by h ing their debts.

Brazil is doing its part. In just two years, we
have already halved deforestation in the Amazon,
showing that concrete climate action is possible.

A move to preserve forests, other measures
In Belém, we will launch an innovative initiative
1o preserve forests: the Tropical Forests Forever
Facility (TFFF). It is innovative because it
operates as an investment fund, not a donation
mechanism.

The TFFF will reward those who keep their
forests standing and those who invest in the fund;
a genuine win-win approach to tackling climate
change. Leading by example, Brazil has
announced a $1 billion investment in the TFFE,
and we expect equally ambitious announcements
from other countries,

We also set an example by becoming the
second country to present a new Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC). Brazil has
committed to reducing its emissions by 59% o
7%, covering all greenhouse gases and all sectors
of the economy.

In this spirit, we call on all countries to present
equally ambitious NDCs and to implement them
effectively.

The energy transition is fundamental to
meeting Brazil's NDC. Our energy matrix is.
among the cleanest in the world, with 88% of our
electricity coming from renewable sources. We

leaders to turn climate pledges into real
action, calling it the “COP of Truth.”

e The summit marks a return to Brazil, host of

the 1992 Earth Summit, where key global
environmental conventions were born.

Key Points

* Tropical Forests Forever Facility (TFFF):

o Aninvestment-based fund to reward forest

conservation, not a donation pool.

o Brazil pledged USD 1 billion; aims for a win-

win climate finance model.

solar.

o Plans to redirect oil revenues toward a just

Brazil’s New NDC:

o Emission reduction target: 59-67% across
all sectors.

o Amazon deforestation halved in two years.

Energy Transition:

o 88% of electricity from renewables; focus
on biofuels, green hydrogen, wind, and

energy transition.

Social Link:

o Launch of ‘Declaration on Hunger, Poverty

and Climate’ linking climate action to
equity and food security.

accountability.
o Reaffirmation of CBDR principle

demanding fair climate finance for the

Global South.

Global Governance Reform:
o Proposal for a UN Climate Change Council
under the General Assembly to enforce

, will transform into energy companies,
because a growth model based on fossil fuels
cannot last.

People must be at the centre of political
decisions about climate and the energy
transition. We must recognise that the most
vulnerable sectors of our society are the most
affected by the impacts of climate change, which
is why just transition and adaptation plans must
aim to combat inequality.

We canned forget that two billion people lack
access to clean technologies and fuels for
cooking, and 673 million still live with hunger. In
response, we will launch in Belém, a ‘Declaration
on Hunger, Poverty and Climate”. Our
commitment to fight global warming must be
directly linked to the fight against hunger.

The need for a climate council

Itis also fundamental that we advance the reform
of global governance. Today, multilateralism
suffers from the paralysis of the United Nations
Security Council. Created to preserve peace, it
has failed to prevent wars. It is our duty,
therefore, o fight for the reform of this
institution.

At COP30, we will advocate the creation ofa
UN Climate Change Council linked to the General
Assembly. It would be a new governance
structure with the force and the legitimacy to
ensure that countries deliver on their promises,
and an effective step toward reversing the current
paralysis of the multilateral system.

At every Climate Conference, we hear many
promises but see too few real commitments. The
era of declarations of good intentions has ended:
the time for action plans has arrived. Thar is why,
today, we begin the COP of Truth,

Static Linkages

¢ Rio Earth Summit (1992): Adopted
UNFCCC, CBD, UNCCD.

* CBDR Principle: Originated in Rio
Declaration, Principle 7 (1992).

e Paris Agreement (2015): Mandates
national climate pledges (NDCs).

* India Context: 44% of installed
capacity from non-fossil fuels;
target 500 GW renewables by 2030.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

e Strengthens Global South
leadership in climate policy.

* TFFF offers an innovative finance
model.

¢ Links climate justice with poverty
reduction.

e Push for UN reform revives faith in
multilateralism.

Cons:

e Weak enforcement of voluntary
pledges.

e Finance gap from developed
countries persists.

e Balancing growth vs. green
transition remains tough.

Oil-dependent nations may resist
reforms.

Way Forward

Operationalise TFFF with
transparency.

Ensure equitable climate finance
and tech transfer.

Strengthen UNFCCC compliance
mechanisms.

Integrate poverty and resilience in
climate policies.

Expand South-South cooperation
on renewables.



Clean up the voter list urgently, but not the Bihar way

coording to Ministry of Road Transport

data, there are roughly 40 crore (400

milliom} vehicles registered in India across
all Seates and Union Territories. No two vehicles
across the country have the exact same
registration number. Similarly, there are 20 crore
(200 million) people in Tndia with a driver's
licence, No two people have the exact same
driver's licence aumber. Each number B unigue.
The same person may have many driving Beences
{albeit Ifegall, but each driving Heence mamber is
unicue,

It Is obwious and elementary that every vehicle
registration or driving licence mambser or any 1D
mumiber is unique; and that two reconds cannog
T the same mumber. Yet, this simple and basic
jprinciple is violated in the voter lists of the
Election Commission of India (ECI). Voters in
Bengal have the exact same voter identification
number as some in Uttar Pradesh; this pattern s
o that repeats itself across many States. Nearly
two decades earlier, in 2008, the then Chief
Election Commissioner boasted that the ECI had
given electoral photo identity cards (EFIC) to
every voter. Apparently, he did not know that the
most elementary rule of any identity system is for
the 1D number o be unkgue and not have the
same Aumber for many.

Much cause for worry
It gets worse, For example, if you ane a registered
voter, | can change your registered mobile
mumber to my number using Form-8 without you
getting to know it. Then, using my mobile
mumber and OTP for vour voter id, [ can submit
an application to debete you as a voter. Itis as
simple as that. This ks how there was an attempt
o delete 6,000 genuine voters in the Aland
constitvency in Karmataka — which the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
on September 18, 2025,

Five days after Mr. Gandhi's exposé, the ECI,
after vehemently denying his charges, quietly and
surreptitiously changed this process to now use
only the Asdhaar-linked mobile number, While
this is a welcome and positive change, such a
sigmificant move o link Aadhaar 1o voter id was
dome without any press release or discussion.
This is a clear and implicit admission by the ECI
of the egregious faults in its voter lst
managenment system that has been exploited o
manipulate and impact electoral outcomes.

It has also been clearly established, as Mr.
Gandhi showed yet again, on Novembser 5, 2025,
that India's voter lists are riddled with duplicate,
fake and ghost voters. A lack of undque voter id
mumbsers, and allowing anyone to change voter

£

Praveen
Chakravarty

s Chairman, All india
Professionals!
Congress and Data
Analyties of the
Congress parmy

It Is welcome
that the Election
Commission of
Inclia
acknowledges
the serious
issues with
India’s voter
lists, but its
method of cure |
must not be
worse than

the disease

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e [ndia has ~40 crore registered vehicles and ~20
crore driving licences — all with unique IDs.

e But ECI’s voter rolls show duplicate, fake, and
ghost entries, violating the uniqueness rule.

* |n 2025, allegations in Karnataka, Haryana, and

details are such elementary system errors which
even an engineer in his teens with a basic
knowledge of databases willl ot comamit. It is
evident that the EC1 ks stagperingly incompetent
in its database management abilities. This is
cause for worry as the voter list is India’s most
important databise, [t is abundantly clear that
India’s voter lists need to be purified and

managed bemer by more competent people and
Processes.

A Bihar-style SIR is bad

In this context, the idea of a Special [ntensive
Revigion (SIR) to purify voter lists is welcome,
There is no doubt that India’s voter lists need o
be cleaned up. But can this be entrusted with the
same authorities under the very process that
muddied it in the first 2 The ELL, as seen in
press conferences held by the Chief Election
Commissiener, has proved that it is blatamtly
biased and partisan. So, the ECI Lacks both the
trust and the capabilities to come up with its own
processes and rules ro conduct an SIR o clean up
vober lists, The only alternative is for the EClto
undertake this cleaning up exercise as a joint
constructive exercise with the involvernent of all
political parties in every step, and not just issue
dikeats and orders,

First, the Bihar-style SIR is not the way to
conduct this exercise in other States. The Bihar
SIR was malicious in intent, and was rushed with
the sole abm of the deletion of genuine voters
under the false reason of removing illegal
migrants from the list.

Second, the Aadhaar is fundamental and
integral to having a dean voter list. There is
deliberate conflation and confusion being created
by the ECI on the use of Aadhaar, claiming that it
is not preof of citizenship and so it cannot be
used, which is true, Every Aadhaar holder need
not be a voter. But every voter must be an
Aadhaar holder. Aadhaar linked de-duplication of
a voter list is the most efficient and cheapest
method to remove duplicates, fakes and ghosts
and ensure that every voter has only one voter id
card that ks unique and non-transferable. By
repeatedly rejecting the Aadhaar and even the
need for de-duplication, the ECI is showing itself
ter e ether technically ggnorant or willingly
malevolent or both.

Third, genuine voters must be enrolled by
visiting every h and registering voters
using proper documents, and not by asking
voters to download forms online or collecting
them from a centre and ing themselves on
thelr own. The ECI must go to voters instead of
asking voters to go to them, as they did in Bihar.

Maharashtra exposed large-scale

manipulation.
e ECI later linked voter verification to Aadhaar-

linked mobiles quietly, implying internal
acknowledgment of flaws.
e A Special Intensive Revision (SIR) was

announced, but the Bihar model drew criticism

for bias and haste.

Key Points

¢ [ndia has ~95 crore voters, yet duplication

persists.

* Form-8 loophole allowed mobile-linked voter

deletion (exposed in Aland, Karnataka).
e ECI shifted to Aadhaar-linked mobile
verification without public notice.

e Bihar SIR led to mass deletions under false

“illegal voter” claims.
e Opposition demands joint monitoring and
machine-readable voter rolls.

e Art. 324 empowers ECI to conduct elections;
RPA, 1950 governs voter list maintenance.

When a State such as Telangana can doa
complete census of 3.5 erore people by visiting
every household in two months, the ECI must
and can do this alse. This i the only way o
ensure that no genuine voter is left behind. This
also implies that the ECI cannot rush this exercise
in a month like it did in Bihar, Clean voter lists are
o important and fundamental for an SIR to be
done in o rried and shabby way.

Listen to the O
Political parties are integral and a vital cog in the
wheel nfdae SIR process. The kel is known 1o be
ions from
Dpposition pal'tlts. A striking m:nplc was in
Miharashtra where, in October 2024, a month
Ibefore voting, all Opposition parties wrote a joint
letter to the ECI with clear evidence of the mass
addition of fake voters, But this was completely
ignored, We know how 75 lakh new and

erions votes wene cast in the Maharashira
State ebection. Shockingly, the BJP alliance got
ecactly 75 lakh more votes in the Assembly
election vis-a-vis the Lok Sabha election to win a
majority. Had the BCI taken the Opposition’s
complaint more seriousdy, Maharashira might
have had a different Chief Mindster,

The all-pasty meetings that the ECI comvenes
are a farce where the ECI puts on a show of
listendng 1o partes but then Bsues bis own rules
and procedures. The SIR process mazst be one
where palitical parties are consulted at all levels
and at every step - from the State leadership in
the State capital, to every district, to every booth.
These mestings mud be video recorded, and
suggestions, complaints and ideas given
political parties must be clearly documented.

T}n:lm)sunmorlmt and strongest demand by

the Opposition parties ks for the ECI to publish
the final, consolidated and machine readable
digital copy of the photo voter rolls after the SIR
process. This is an absolutely critheal step for the
ECI to do for it to win back the trust of the
Opposition partdes and the public.

It is not that the ECI woke up one day and
realised the need for ceaning up voter lksts
throigh SIR exercises. Mter the Congress party
exposed chear anomalies in the Maharashtra 2024
Srate ebection and, subsequently, in two
constituencies in Kamataka, and in Haryana, it
became crystal clear that India's voter lsts are
being manipulated to impact elections. It is
welcome that the ECI acknowledges the serious.
issawes with the nation's voter lists and wants to
rectify. But the cure must not be worse than the
disease. The Chief Election Commissioner must
understand that a Bihar-style SIR is a bad idea.

Static Linkages

e Article 324 - Powers and
independence of ECI.

e RPA, 1950 & 1951 - Electoral roll
preparation and conduct of
elections.

e Aadhaar Act, 2016 - Biometric ID
framework (not citizenship proof).

e PUCL vs. Uol (2003) - Upheld voter
information rights, not right to vote
as fundamental.

¢ Digital India Framework — Secure
and integrated citizen databases.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

e ECI’s move signals self-correction.

¢ Aadhaar-linked checks can remove
duplicates.

e SIR provides scope for restoring
credibility.

Cons:

e Lack of transparency and oversight.

e Risk of voter exclusion, data misuse.

e ECI’s neutrality questioned.

* No public access to clean, digital
rolls.

Stakeholders:

e Opposition: Wants participatory
audit.

e ECI: Defends autonomy.

e Citizens: Demand fairness and data

security.

Way Forward

Amend RPA for unique digital voter
IDs.

Form independent electoral audit
body.

Use Aadhaar de-duplication with
privacy safeguards (Puttaswamy,
2017).

All-party monitored SIR, video
recorded.

Door-to-door verification, not
online forms.

Publish machine-readable electoral
rolls.

Train officials in database
management & ethics.



Death on the move
Road accidents are not resulting in an
overhaul of infrastructure and licensing

he highway accident on November 3 that
claimed 19 lives at Chevella near Hydera-
bad was far too routine to change India's
disgraceful record in fatal road accidents. The
driver of a gravel-laden truck apparently swerved
to avoid a pothole and rammed into a bus. There
were no dividers, no streetlights and no signages
on that stretch of National Highway 163. India's
roads are a major public hazard. Pedestrians, bus
riders and two-wheeler motorists constitute the
majority of the over 400 people who die on In-
dia’s roads on average, the equivalent to a full
transcontinental flight going down. Flight disas-
ters invite scrutiny, multi-agency probes and
quick remedial actions but road accident deaths
that mostly involve poorer folk trigger perfuncto-
ry probes and glacial change in rules, if any. Go-
vernment documents identify human error as
the most common cause but deeper reasons -
vehicular and infrastructural - are unaddressed.
In India, the road test for getting a driving li-
cence examines whether the person is able to
handle a vehicle of certain specification, largely a
skill test, rather than one of his knowledge and
execution of safe driving practices. No safety
training is mandated. Most accidents are colli-
sions from the back - whereas exemplar driving
tests in other countries filter out tailgating ten-
dencies and arbitrary lane changing. The system
of certifying and monitoring drivers and vehicles
is broken and corrupt. For nearly all Indians, na-
vigating RTOs is unpleasant. The SaveLIFE Foun-
dation advocates License Seva Kendras - on the
lines of Passport Seva Kendras — so that they are
transparent, digitised, and ensure good driver
skills and safety awareness. One in five accidents
are head-on collisions, which have happened
even on four-lane highways, indicating wrong-
side driving and the state of road dividers. In gen-
eral, national highways need to adhere to Indian
Roads Congress guidelines but States have made
no mandates as required by the Motor Vehicles
Act, There are potholes, dangerous curves, drain-
age systems, bridge parapets and concrete ob-
jects, but no crash barriers or energy absorbers.
Collision-risk warning devices are relatively inex-
pensive and can be mandated on commercial
vehicles. Better pedestrian infrastructure alone
can prevent many fatalities. In Hyderabad, a
community health-care centre was available for
immediate treatment and a government hospital
was not far away. But that is often not the case el-
sewhere. In States such as Bihar, fatality rates are
double because of inadequate trauma care infras-
tructure. An overhaul of the road transport sys-
tem is an urgent requirement in India.

Infrastructure Gap: States have not
implemented IRC safety standards; trauma
care remains weak in most regions.
Institutional Failure: RTO system is opaque and
corruption-prone.

Civil Society Role: SavelIFE Foundation
advocates License Seva Kendras and stronger
Good Samaritan enforcement.

Static Linkages

Article 21: Right to life includes road safety.
Concurrent List (Entry 35): Shared Centre-
State role in transport safety.

National Road Safety Policy (2010) and SDG
3.6: Target 50% reduction in fatalities by 2030.
Supreme Court Committee (2014): Monitors
state-level compliance.

Bharatmala Pariyojana: Focus on safe,
integrated corridors.

Critical Analysis
Challenges:

Poor road design and maintenance.
Weak institutional enforcement.
Corruption in licensing.

Inadequate data and trauma response.
Low safety awareness.

Ethical Angle: Neglect of safety infrastructure
violates Article 21 and public trust.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e On Nov 3,2025, a truck-bus collision at
Chevella near Hyderabad killed 19 people on
NH-163, exposing poor highway design and
safety neglect.
* The accident reflects India’s endemic road
safety failure, despite reforms under the Motor

Way Forward
e Establish National Road Safety Board with
statutory powers.
* Create tech-based License Seva Kendras.
e Mandate independent safety audits for all

Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019. highways: o
e As per MoRTH (2023), India records 1.68 lakh e Use Al-driven enforcement and collision
sensors.

road deaths annually — 400 per day, the

world’s highest. e Expand trauma care networks and safety

awareness drives.
e Strengthen iRAD database for real-time

Key Points . .
accident analysis.

* Immediate Cause: Truck swerved to avoid a
pothole, hitting a bus — showing absence of
dividers, crash barriers, and signages.

e Human & Systemic Errors: Faulty licensing, lack
of driver training, and poor enforcement.




Winter of discontent

US. election results are a referendum on
the Trump administration’s policies

emocrats have swept the first major elec-
D tion in the U.S. during the second term of

President Donald Trump, indicating a
degree of frustration with the ongoing federal go-
vernment shutdown but also signalling a broader
barometric downturn in the approval ratings of
his administration’s policies. In a historic first,
Zohran Mamdani, a Uganda-born, Muslim Demo-
cratic Socialist New York State Representative,
scored a decisive victory over former Governor
Andrew Cuomo and Republican candidate Curtis
Sliwa, garnering over one million votes — 50.4%
of the total polled - to secure the post of Mayor of
New York. Similarly, Democrats Abigail Span-
berger and Mikie Sherrill won gubernatorial rac
€s in Virginia and New Jersey, respectively, mak-
ing them the first female Governor and
Democratic female Governor of their States. Ad-
ditionally, Indian American Democrat Ghazala
Hashmi is projected to become Virginia's next
Lieutenant Governor and is on track to become
the first Muslim woman elected statewide. In Ca-
lifornia, voters approved Democratic Governor
Gavin Newsom's campaign to redraw the State's
congressional map in a manner that would help
the party secure five additional seats in the U.S.
House of Representatives in the 2026 midterm
elections. Mr. Trump has blamed the Republican
setback on the fact that he was not on the ballots
and on the government shutdown, which he has
repeatedly faulted Democrats for. However, what
is now officially the longest federal government
closure raises questions about his ability to bring
lawmakers together to strike a deal in Congress
for the betterment of the American people.

While each of these results offers a snapshot of

voter preferences within limited geographies, it
also serves as a broader referendum on the
Trump administration’s policies, especially re-
garding questions of the economy, jobs and cost
of living. Mr. Mamdani ran on a platform focused
on issues close to the heart of the ordinary Amer-
ican - affordable housing, broader offerings for
childcare, greater support for immigrant com-
munities, and free public transport. Mr. Trump
responded to his campaign by vowing to slash
federal funding if Mr. Mamdani prevailed as
Mayor. After his victory, Mr. Mamdani hit out at
the involvement of Mr. Trump's family in the fed-
eral government. Indeed, Mr. Trump's approval
rating has dropped to its second-term low, with
voters suggesting that affordability was their
main concern. The question is whether he will
now double down on the MAGA agenda, for ex-
ample by accelerating immigration raids and de-
portations despite resistance by States, or by
pressing on with the global tariff war despite
costs faced by U.S. importers. Whichever path he
chooses, the Democrats have put the White
House on notice, and 2026 will be a further indi-
cator of voter mood in this context.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* |nthe first major poll of Donald Trump’s
second term, Democrats scored sweeping
wins, reflecting public frustration over the
prolonged government shutdown and policy
discontent.

e Zohran Mamdani, Uganda-born Muslim
Democratic Socialist, became New York’s first
immigrant Mayor, defeating former Governor
Andrew Cuomo and Republican Curtis Sliwa.

e Abigail Spanberger (Virginia) and Mikie Sherrill
(New Jersey) became their states’ first female
Governors, while Ghazala Hashmi, Indian-origin
Democrat, is set to be Virginia’s first Muslim
woman Lieutenant Governor.

e California approved Governor Gavin Newsom’s
redistricting plan, expected to secure five extra
Democratic seats in 2026.

e The outcome marks a referendum on Trump’s
policies, especially on economy, immigration,
and affordability.

Key Points

e Voter discontent centred on economic strain,
job security, and governance gridlock.

* Mr. Mamdani’s socialist agenda—housing,
public transport, childcare—resonated with
working-class voters.

e Trump cited the shutdown and ballot absence
for GOP losses.

e Reflects a decline in approval ratings and a
potential Democratic revival ahead of 2026.

Static Linkages

e Federalism & Separation of Powers: Illustrates
friction between executive and legislature.

¢ Electoral Systems: FPTP and gerrymandering
affect representation.

e Democratic Resilience: Institutional checks
counter populist overreach.

e Public Accountability: Elections as corrective
mechanisms in democracy.

Critical Analysis
Pros:
¢ Reinforces democratic accountability and
inclusion.
e Promotes minority and female representation.
* Reflects voter focus on welfare and cost-of-
living issues.
Cons:
e May deepen partisan divisions.
* Risk of policy volatility in U.S. foreign trade.
e Redistricting (California) may erode electoral
fairness.
Stakeholders:
e Democrats: Social equity and reform.
e Republicans: Fiscal caution, limited welfare.
* Global observers: Watch democratic renewal
amid populism.

Way Forward

e Encourage bipartisan dialogue to prevent
shutdowns.

e Strengthen federal-state coordination for
governance.

e Ensure neutral redistricting commissions.

e Focus on economic affordability and inclusion.

e Reinforce global democratic cooperation.



Mamdani’s win in New York reminds us
thatidentity is no substitute for strategy

FTER THE President of the
United States, the mayor of
Mew York City is the second
most visible job in America.
Now, Indian American

Zohran Mamdani holds the title, Win-
ning over S0 per cent of the vote in a deci-
sive election powered by South Asians,
young peaple, and fed-up New Yorkers,
the 34-year-old Mamdani has helped re-
kindle faith in American democracy. In
the same year that the Trump adminis-
tration force-fed stories of hate and fear,
the Mamdani campaign reminded the
city that joy and unity can prevail.

The road ahead for the first Muslim
and Indian American mayor of New York
City will not be smooth. Even so, many
people are buoyed by what is possible, es-
pecially in the dark days of a Tramp presi-
dency, New Yorkers elected a fighter, one
who triumphantly challenged Donald
Trumpon election night with the words,
“Turnthe valume up.”

The political establishment will
scramble to understand a victory that is
being termed improbable and remark-
able. What's clear is this: Mamdani ran
an impeceable campalgn, rooted in con-
sistency, ereativity and commitment,

His message, “make this city afford-

able”, resonated with many New Yorkers.  gurdwaras and to the streets of improbable ?Jlﬂ]:!m‘lﬁ]kﬂh]ﬂ..

Throughout the race, thecandidate made  New York — he demonstrated ' What's clear is this: Mamdani

affordability the comerstone of hisad-  his values by working hard for mmjmpmh mpajsn‘ ives. These local
ministration. In debate answers, off-the-  our support. Despite being tar- ro-otedinconsistenc}'

cuff comments, and his acceptance  geted by Islamophobic attacks, . 4

speech on Tuesday night, he defined af-  the mayor-elect doubled down creativity and commitment

fordability as a rent freeze, no-costchild-
care, and fast, free buses, That consist-
ency mattered not just because itkept his
comments chearand understandable, but
because it reminded voters that he is
steadfast and reliable. As he said in his '
firstspeechafter the election result: “You

showed that when politics speaks to you
witheut condescension, we canusherin

anew era of leadership.”

The campaign's creativity did not
suffer as a result of the consistent mess-
age. The impressive field operation en-
gaged voters who were going to the polls
forthe first time as well as those who were
undecided. In the last days of his cam-
paign, Mamdani visited senior centres
and night clubs, connecting with New
Yorkers seemingly everywhere. As
he danced salsa and soca and zipped
around on a cycle, he showed authentic-
fry and reminded us that we all deserve
o be joyous. The campaign's mood was
in stark contrast to that of Andrew

Cuomao, who stoked fear and ap-
peared defensive,

Alongside consistency and
creativity, Mamdani showed a
commitment — 1o himself and
terus. In his tirelesscampaigning
= from visits to churches and
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of his commitment tohis faith and being
who he is, In his acceptance speech, he
reinforced this message, saying that
“New York will remain a civy of immi-
grants” and be “led by an immigrant”,
In City Hall, Mamdani will continue
o navigate minor but meaningful irrita-
tions like the mispronunciation of his
name and challenges to his citizenship.

Instead of making him exceptional, these

behaviours remind many Americans that
he is like us. Especially now, with the
Trump administration waging war on
immigrants, Mamdani's victory is a
message that Americabelongsto all afus,
including those whoare Muslim, Indian,
foreign-born. On Election night, speak-
ing to an audience of supporters, he de-
clared, "This city is your city, and this
democracy Is yours, too.” That's the kind
or‘spl.rlt :!:all?d souml.i\.sLm aunties o

around the world, What their campaigns
illustrate is that candidates” ethnicity or
religion matters less than the kind of
campaligns they run.

Amayor'sbackground can alsoshape
the way they lead. For example, Mayor
Abdullah Hammoud, who is a young
progressive Muslim American like
Mamdani, has led Dearbom since 2022,
His voice has been important during
the Palestinian genocide, just as Mayor-
«elect Mamdani's has been. Prominent
Muslim American leaders are essential
to counter the effects of rising Islamo-
phobia and motivate their community
members to participate in democracy.
Twenty-five years after 9/11, that
is significant.

Although representation was one of
‘the Mamdan] campalgn’s many roots, his
victory transcends identity. Zohran

The political establishment
will serambletounderstand a
victory that is being termed

dsingalov-

ingtribute for him in Urdu-Punjabi,
The New York City mayor-elect isone

of three Muslim Americans who
ran mayoral campaigns in major
US cities, Omar Fateh, a Somali
American state legislator in Min-
neapolis, and Mussab Al a Pak-
istani American in Jersey City,
ran unsuccessful campaigns.
Like Mamdani, Fateh and Aliare
under 40 and ran as progress-
races have na-
tional and global significance,
given the intense polarisation
within the United States and

dani won by being authentic, reach-
ing new voters and offering a vision that
spoke to many Mew Yorkers, Those are
the lessens of this campaign. In fact,
Mamdani’s election reminds us that
Identity s no substitute for strategy. He
will not bea mayor just for Indian Ameri-
cans, but a maver who happens to be In-
dian American,

The writer s an Indian American

who served as New York City's

first Commissioner of immigrant Affairs.
She advises candidates and

elected officials on campaigns

and governance

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

In a historic U.S. municipal election, Zohran
Mamdani, an Indian-origin and Muslim
Democratic Socialist, has been elected as the
Mayor of New York City, one of the most
influential positions in American governance.
He secured over 50% of the vote, defeating
former Governor Andrew Cuomo and
Republican candidate Curtis Sliwa.

This victory marks a symbolic moment for
immigrant representation, minority inclusion,
and progressive politics in the United States.
His campaign focused on affordability,
inclusivity, and public welfare, resonating with
South Asian and working-class voters.

Key Points

First Indian-origin and Muslim Mayor of New
York City, symbolizing a new era of diversity in
U.S. politics.

Campaign theme: “Make this City Affordable”
— promising rent freeze, no-cost childcare, and
free, fast public transport.

Youth and immigrant voter turnout were
pivotal to his victory.

Reflects the global rise of inclusive political
narratives challenging populist and
exclusionary politics.

Represents a progressive counterpoint to
policies perceived as divisive under the Trump
administration.

His leadership may influence urban
governance debates globally, including in
megacities like Mumbai and Delhi.

Static Linkages

e Democracy & Representation: As per Abraham
Lincoln’s definition — government of the people,
by the people, for the people.

e Political Participation of Minorities: Linked to
Article 326 (Universal Adult Suffrage) in India’s
context and UN SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and
Strong Institutions).

e Urban Governance: Draws parallels with the 74th
Constitutional Amendment Act (1992) —
empowerment of urban local bodies.

e Affordability & Welfare State: Connected with
Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSPs) —
particularly Articles 38, 39, and 41 (Social and
Economic Justice).

e Leadership Ethics: Resonates with Max Weber’s
theory of charismatic legitimacy and ethical
leadership principles in GS4.

Critical Analysis
Pros:
* Promotes inclusive democracy and immigrant
participation.
e Strengthens progressive urban leadership models.
e Enhances India’s soft power through diaspora
visibility.
Challenges:
* Managing high voter expectations and fiscal limits.
* Navigating identity vs. performance politics.
e Tackling urban affordability crises.

Way Forward
* Boost diaspora engagement and leadership
exchange.
* Apply Indian urban policy lessons globally.
e Encourage participatory governance tools and
empathetic leadership training.



Bihar deserves better
than more of the same

HERE ARE BROADLY two Biharstories. The first, em-

bodied in the manifestos of the NDA and Mahagath-

bandhan, is about politics as usual — a series of hum-

drum promises that seek to tap into established
grievances and identities. In themselves, jobs and social security
schemes targeted at historically marginalised sections or those
aimed atthe youth are unexceptionable. However, they are also
— as with Tejashwi Yadav's promise of a government job for
every household — fiscally untenable. The second story that
needs to be told as the state heads into an important election is
onethat recognises the possibilities of Bihar, and acknowledges
that it needs to leapfrog to the next stage.

Bihar’s tallest leaders, including Lalu Prasad and Nitish
Kumar, have changed the grammar of politics. The former fo-
cused on social injustice and representation of backward castes
inastate of raginginequalities. The RJD's fall came by not build-
ingon the social coalitions it mobilised, by presiding overde-in-
stitutionalisation and inattention to governance. Its failure on
the law-and-order front continues to haunt the party. Under Nit-
ish Kumar, social justice was vitally linked to governance,
schemes such as providing cycles for girl students were targeted
interventions with outsize benefits. Bihar is growing. But is it
growing fast enough, and at the same pace for everyone?

Out-migration, at its current scale, is a symptom of a lack of
opportunity. But it can also be an asset. Rather than lament the
current state of affairs, the political class must frame palayan as
a form of diasporism that can benefit the state. The young, am-
bitious, aspirational Bihari is present in almost every part of the
countryand on every rungof thevalue chain. Thestudentat IIT,
the professor at an Ivy League university — each should have a
stakein thestate. How can the remittances, talents and networks
of the 74-million diaspora be used to take Bihar forward? New
player Prashant Kishor's appeal to the voter to cast her ballot for
her children’s future may be idealistic or just a clever turn of
phrase, Butit mustserve asawake-up call for established politi-
cal players. Bihar’s people deserve better than more of the same.

Despite progress, out-migration remains a
defining feature — about 7.4 million Biharis live
outside the state (Census & NSSO data).
Bihar’s GSDP growth (10.5% in 2022-23;
Ministry of Statistics) remains high but per
capita income is among the lowest in India.
The challenge: inclusive, sustainable growth
that integrates its vast diaspora and converts
migration into economic capital.

Static Linkages

Concepts of fiscal federalism and responsible
budgeting from Indian Constitution (Articles
266-283).

Demographic dividend as discussed in
Economic Survey 2016-17 and NITI Aayog’s
Strategy @75.

Migration and remittances as contributors to
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP).

KEY HIGHLIGHTS °

Context of the News
e Biharis heading towards a crucial state

Regional disparities and development models
(Kerala Model vs Bihar’s Developmental Catch-
Up).

election, bringing two competing narratives to
the forefront.

Story One: Traditional politics centered around
caste identity and populist welfare promises —
notably, job guarantees and social security
schemes.

Story Two: A forward-looking vision seeking to
transform Bihar’s economy by leveraging its
demographic strength and diaspora potential.
Political figures like Lalu Prasad Yadav, Nitish
Kumar, and Prashant Kishor represent these
evolving phases of Bihar’s political and
developmental journey.

Key Points
e Bihar has witnessed significant socio-political

change since the 1990s — from social justice
movements to governance-focused
development.

Tejashwi Yadav’s job-for-every-household
promise reflects continuing populism but
raises concerns of fiscal imprudence.

Under Nitish Kumar, targeted welfare schemes
like cycles for girl students and piped drinking
water improved literacy and gender parity.

Importance of good governance and
institutional capacity (Second ARC Report on
Ethics in Governance).

Critical Analysis

Pros: Social inclusion, improved governance.
Cons: Fiscal stress, weak job creation, poor
institutions.

Stakeholders: Youth seek jobs; diaspora seeks
engagement; state needs fiscal reform.

Way Forward

Leverage diaspora for investment.

Boost industry, urban governance, and skilling.
Enforce fiscal discipline under FRBM norms.
Use data-driven policy like Aspirational
Districts model.



Trump looms over COP, even
after pulling US out of Paris Pact

mw
SiNGH Pu

The BRICS
have not only
an obligation

but a vested

interest in
adding their
heft to the
South’s
demands.
WiththeUS
out and Europe
ambivalent,
checking
the Chinese
ambition
of global
leadershipon
climate change
is an urgent
imperative. It
needs to reach
out to the South

HE NEXT UNFCCC COP will
beheld in Belem, Brazil, from
November 10 to 25, Times
couldn't be tougher for the

negotiations — even in 1992,
when the UNFOCC was adopted in Rio de
Janeiro, there was noquestioning climate
change. The negotiations were about
commitments, obligations, and responsi-
bilities. Today, things are different.

The US has been a long-time naysayer
at the UNFCCC, but now, for a second
time, it has withdrawn from the Parls
Agreement of 2015, At the UNGA, Presi-
dent Donald Trump called climate
change “the greatest con job ever perpe-
trated on the world®. He is pushing fossil
fuels — a bonanza of now limited time
given technological advances in alter-
native fuels. His administration, playing
disruptor at Belem, shouldn't, therefore,
be taken lightly — they are still in
UNFCCC, and recently at an IMO confer-
ence used every tactic, including brow-
beating smaller countries to avoid setting
net-zero targets.

To make matters worse, the Euro-
peans, who project themselves as climate
champions, are now pulling back on their
own climate ambitions. Some people also
feel the negotiations are becoming a “ta-
masha” as was witnessed at the Dubai
COP in 2023, with a huge expo and oo
much space for fossil-fuel producers.

Others, like Bill Gates, think that global
warming shouldn't be the highest of glo-
bal priorities, and instead, the focus
should be on health and prosperity. The
World Bank has also shifted focus from
sustainability to employment, despite a
push by many countries to raise its fund-
ing forclimate change to 81 trillion. There
should be little doubt that these shifisap-
pealto Trump, but they shouldn't be over-
loaked. The UNFCCC had better be aware.

Brazil has rightly chosen to focus on
implementation and not new commit-
ments. And it is taking a diplomatic way
inchoosing tovest the COP presidency in
viteran multilateralist Andre do Lago,
Brazil's former ambassador to India.

Climate change is an important issue

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

for BRICS, which adopted a Leaders’ Dec-
laration on Climate Finance at its summit
carlier this year in Brazil. With the devel-
aped world hesitant, an increase in fund
mobilisation does not appear realistic at
Belem, though for the Global South, some
success is a must, along with ensuring
that climate negotiations continue in a
multilateral framework, This isbolstered
by the advisory opinion of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice, which recognised
the global threatof climate change with a
legal obligation for countries to mitigate
this huge challenge.

The BRICS, as the largest countries in
the South, therefore, have not only an ob-
ligation but a vested interest in adding
their heft to the South’s demands, With
the US out and Europe ambivalent, check-
ing the Chinese ambition of global leader-
ship on climate change is an urgent im-
perative. It needs to reach out tothe South.

The Brazilians are also looking at
broadening the climate discourse, At the
WTO, do Lago foated the idea of a plat-
form, the Integrated Forum on Climate
Change and Trade, as Brazll's lagship in-
itiative at Belem. Brazil's ideas on working
ontheclimate and trade nexus have been
met with a degree of hesitation from the
South, which sees them as a vindication
of non-tariff barriers and a dilution of the
principle of differentiation. On the other
hand, the EU eertainly and possibly even
the Chinese are positively inclined. Given
the Brazilian push and the key imperative
forsuccess at Belem, and to keep multilat-
eral negotiations on climate change going.
it would appear useful for the BRICS to
join these conversations while negotiating
for guardrails to safeguard their develop-
ment imperatives. For India, collaborative
global action on climate change is also key
to the pursuit of its twin goals — Viksit
Bharat by 2047 and net zero by 2070, India
also has an interest in the multilateral ne-
gotiations, having shown an interest in
hosting the COP in 2028,

The writer, a distinguished fellow at TER], is
farmer Indian ambassador to the EU & former
lead negotiator for India at UNFCCC

e COP30 (Nov 10-25, 2025) under UNFCCC to be
held in Belém, Brazil amid deep global divides
on climate action.

e U.S. has again quit the Paris Agreement (2015);
EU is scaling back green goals; World Bank
shifting from sustainability to employment.

e Brazil’s COP focus: Implementation over new
pledges, led by André do Lago.

* BRICS expected to push for stronger climate
finance and equity for the Global South.

Key Points

e |CJ advisory opinion: Recognised states’ legal
duty to mitigate climate change.

e $1 trillion demand for climate finance remains
unmet.

e Brazil’s Integrated Forum on Climate Change
and Trade aims to link trade and climate —
seen cautiously by Global South.

* India eyes multilateral leadership, aligning with
Viksit Bharat 2047 and Net Zero 2070; may
host COP33 (2028).

Static Linkages

e UNFCCC (1992) - Framework for climate
cooperation.
e CBDR principle — Equity between developed &
developing nations.
e Paris Agreement (2015) - NDC-based global
climate framework.
¢ Green Climate Fund (2010) - Mobilising
$100B/year for developing nations.
Critical Analysis
Pros:
e BRICS can balance Western retreat.
e |CJ opinion enhances accountability.
¢ Trade-climate linkage may mainstream green
commerce.
Cons:
e U.S. and EU backtracking weakens
multilateralism.
e Climate finance gap persists.
¢ Trade-linked climate actions risk becoming
non-tariff barriers.
Way Forward
e Reaffirm CBDR and operationalise Loss &
Damage Fund.
* Boost South-South cooperation via
BRICS/G20.
¢ Integrate trade, tech & finance in climate
policy.

Lead through LiFE and ISA, strengthen
domestic SAPCCs.



