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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi alleged 25 lakh
fake voters were added to Haryana’s 2024
Assembly rolls, calling it “Operation Sarkar
Chori.”
Claimed duplicate photos, invalid addresses,
and fake entries were used to manipulate
results.
The Election Commission (EC) and BJP
rejected the charges as baseless, noting no
legal appeals were filed within the 45-day limit
under the RPA, 1951.
The issue coincides with EC’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) 2025 of rolls in Bihar, now under
Supreme Court scrutiny.

Key Points
Gandhi’s data: 1.24 lakh fake photos, 5.21 lakh
duplicate voters, 93,000 invalid addresses.
Example: In Rai constituency, a Brazilian
model’s photo appeared 22 times under
different names.
EC clarified “House Number Zero” marks
unnumbered or homeless households.
BJP won 48 seats, Congress 37 in Haryana
(2024).
Legal basis: Election petitions fall under
Section 80A, RPA 1951.

Static Linkages
Article 324: Powers of EC.
RPA 1950 & 1951: Rules for rolls, voter
eligibility, and petitions.
PUCL vs. UOI (2013): Voting as freedom of
expression.

Administrative ethics: Institutional neutrality
and public accountability.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

Raises concern on electoral transparency.
Promotes debate on data verification and EC
accountability.

Cons:
Unverified claims may erode trust in EC.
Politicisation of constitutional bodies.

Challenges:
Ensuring autonomy with oversight.
Technological loopholes in roll management.

Way Forward
Third-party audit of electoral rolls.
Strengthen Booth Level Officer accountability.
Reform EC powers for enforceable directives.
Online transparency portal for roll objections.
Voter awareness for self-verification.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Belém Summit began in the Brazilian
Amazon ahead of COP30 (2025).
Brazil’s President Lula da Silva urged global
leaders to turn climate pledges into real
action, calling it the “COP of Truth.”
The summit marks a return to Brazil, host of
the 1992 Earth Summit, where key global
environmental conventions were born.

Key Points
Tropical Forests Forever Facility (TFFF):

An investment-based fund to reward forest
conservation, not a donation pool.
Brazil pledged USD 1 billion; aims for a win-
win climate finance model.

Brazil’s New NDC:
Emission reduction target: 59–67% across
all sectors.
Amazon deforestation halved in two years.

Energy Transition:
88% of electricity from renewables; focus
on biofuels, green hydrogen, wind, and
solar.
Plans to redirect oil revenues toward a just
energy transition.

Social Link:
Launch of ‘Declaration on Hunger, Poverty
and Climate’ linking climate action to
equity and food security.

Global Governance Reform:
Proposal for a UN Climate Change Council
under the General Assembly to enforce
accountability.
Reaffirmation of CBDR principle
demanding fair climate finance for the
Global South.

Static Linkages
Rio Earth Summit (1992): Adopted
UNFCCC, CBD, UNCCD.
CBDR Principle: Originated in Rio
Declaration, Principle 7 (1992).
Paris Agreement (2015): Mandates
national climate pledges (NDCs).
India Context: 44% of installed
capacity from non-fossil fuels;
target 500 GW renewables by 2030.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

Strengthens Global South
leadership in climate policy.
TFFF offers an innovative finance
model.
Links climate justice with poverty
reduction.
Push for UN reform revives faith in
multilateralism.

Cons:
Weak enforcement of voluntary
pledges.
Finance gap from developed
countries persists.
Balancing growth vs. green
transition remains tough.
Oil-dependent nations may resist
reforms.

Way Forward
Operationalise TFFF with
transparency.
Ensure equitable climate finance
and tech transfer.
Strengthen UNFCCC compliance
mechanisms.
Integrate poverty and resilience in
climate policies.
Expand South–South cooperation
on renewables.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India has ~40 crore registered vehicles and ~20
crore driving licences — all with unique IDs.
But ECI’s voter rolls show duplicate, fake, and
ghost entries, violating the uniqueness rule.
In 2025, allegations in Karnataka, Haryana, and
Maharashtra exposed large-scale
manipulation.
ECI later linked voter verification to Aadhaar-
linked mobiles quietly, implying internal
acknowledgment of flaws.
A Special Intensive Revision (SIR) was
announced, but the Bihar model drew criticism
for bias and haste.

Key Points
India has ~95 crore voters, yet duplication
persists.
Form-8 loophole allowed mobile-linked voter
deletion (exposed in Aland, Karnataka).
ECI shifted to Aadhaar-linked mobile
verification without public notice.
Bihar SIR led to mass deletions under false
“illegal voter” claims.
Opposition demands joint monitoring and
machine-readable voter rolls.
Art. 324 empowers ECI to conduct elections;
RPA, 1950 governs voter list maintenance.

Static Linkages
Article 324 – Powers and
independence of ECI.
RPA, 1950 & 1951 – Electoral roll
preparation and conduct of
elections.
Aadhaar Act, 2016 – Biometric ID
framework (not citizenship proof).
PUCL vs. UoI (2003) – Upheld voter
information rights, not right to vote
as fundamental.
Digital India Framework – Secure
and integrated citizen databases.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

ECI’s move signals self-correction.
Aadhaar-linked checks can remove
duplicates.
SIR provides scope for restoring
credibility.

Cons:
Lack of transparency and oversight.
Risk of voter exclusion, data misuse.
ECI’s neutrality questioned.
No public access to clean, digital
rolls.

Stakeholders:
Opposition: Wants participatory
audit.
ECI: Defends autonomy.
Citizens: Demand fairness and data
security.

Way Forward
Amend RPA for unique digital voter
IDs.
Form independent electoral audit
body.
Use Aadhaar de-duplication with
privacy safeguards (Puttaswamy,
2017).
All-party monitored SIR, video
recorded.
Door-to-door verification, not
online forms.
Publish machine-readable electoral
rolls.
Train officials in database
management & ethics.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

On Nov 3, 2025, a truck–bus collision at
Chevella near Hyderabad killed 19 people on
NH-163, exposing poor highway design and
safety neglect.
The accident reflects India’s endemic road
safety failure, despite reforms under the Motor
Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019.
As per MoRTH (2023), India records 1.68 lakh
road deaths annually — 400 per day, the
world’s highest.

Key Points
Immediate Cause: Truck swerved to avoid a
pothole, hitting a bus — showing absence of
dividers, crash barriers, and signages.
Human & Systemic Errors: Faulty licensing, lack
of driver training, and poor enforcement.

Infrastructure Gap: States have not
implemented IRC safety standards; trauma
care remains weak in most regions.
Institutional Failure: RTO system is opaque and
corruption-prone.
Civil Society Role: SaveLIFE Foundation
advocates License Seva Kendras and stronger
Good Samaritan enforcement.

Static Linkages
Article 21: Right to life includes road safety.
Concurrent List (Entry 35): Shared Centre–
State role in transport safety.
National Road Safety Policy (2010) and SDG
3.6: Target 50% reduction in fatalities by 2030.
Supreme Court Committee (2014): Monitors
state-level compliance.
Bharatmala Pariyojana: Focus on safe,
integrated corridors.

Critical Analysis
Challenges:

Poor road design and maintenance.
Weak institutional enforcement.
Corruption in licensing.
Inadequate data and trauma response.
Low safety awareness.

Ethical Angle: Neglect of safety infrastructure
violates Article 21 and public trust.

Way Forward
Establish National Road Safety Board with
statutory powers.
Create tech-based License Seva Kendras.
Mandate independent safety audits for all
highways.
Use AI-driven enforcement and collision
sensors.
Expand trauma care networks and safety
awareness drives.
Strengthen iRAD database for real-time
accident analysis.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In the first major poll of Donald Trump’s
second term, Democrats scored sweeping
wins, reflecting public frustration over the
prolonged government shutdown and policy
discontent.
Zohran Mamdani, Uganda-born Muslim
Democratic Socialist, became New York’s first
immigrant Mayor, defeating former Governor
Andrew Cuomo and Republican Curtis Sliwa.
Abigail Spanberger (Virginia) and Mikie Sherrill
(New Jersey) became their states’ first female
Governors, while Ghazala Hashmi, Indian-origin
Democrat, is set to be Virginia’s first Muslim
woman Lieutenant Governor.
California approved Governor Gavin Newsom’s
redistricting plan, expected to secure five extra
Democratic seats in 2026.

The outcome marks a referendum on Trump’s
policies, especially on economy, immigration,
and affordability.

Key Points
Voter discontent centred on economic strain,
job security, and governance gridlock.
Mr. Mamdani’s socialist agenda—housing,
public transport, childcare—resonated with
working-class voters.
Trump cited the shutdown and ballot absence
for GOP losses.
Reflects a decline in approval ratings and a
potential Democratic revival ahead of 2026.

Static Linkages
Federalism & Separation of Powers: Illustrates
friction between executive and legislature.
Electoral Systems: FPTP and gerrymandering
affect representation.
Democratic Resilience: Institutional checks
counter populist overreach.
Public Accountability: Elections as corrective
mechanisms in democracy.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

Reinforces democratic accountability and
inclusion.
Promotes minority and female representation.
Reflects voter focus on welfare and cost-of-
living issues.

Cons:
May deepen partisan divisions.
Risk of policy volatility in U.S. foreign trade.
Redistricting (California) may erode electoral
fairness.

Stakeholders:
Democrats: Social equity and reform.
Republicans: Fiscal caution, limited welfare.
Global observers: Watch democratic renewal
amid populism.

Way Forward
Encourage bipartisan dialogue to prevent
shutdowns.
Strengthen federal–state coordination for
governance.
Ensure neutral redistricting commissions.
Focus on economic affordability and inclusion.
Reinforce global democratic cooperation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In a historic U.S. municipal election, Zohran
Mamdani, an Indian-origin and Muslim
Democratic Socialist, has been elected as the
Mayor of New York City, one of the most
influential positions in American governance.
He secured over 50% of the vote, defeating
former Governor Andrew Cuomo and
Republican candidate Curtis Sliwa.
This victory marks a symbolic moment for
immigrant representation, minority inclusion,
and progressive politics in the United States.
His campaign focused on affordability,
inclusivity, and public welfare, resonating with
South Asian and working-class voters.

Key Points
First Indian-origin and Muslim Mayor of New
York City, symbolizing a new era of diversity in
U.S. politics.
Campaign theme: “Make this City Affordable”
— promising rent freeze, no-cost childcare, and
free, fast public transport.
Youth and immigrant voter turnout were
pivotal to his victory.
Reflects the global rise of inclusive political
narratives challenging populist and
exclusionary politics.
Represents a progressive counterpoint to
policies perceived as divisive under the Trump
administration.
His leadership may influence urban
governance debates globally, including in
megacities like Mumbai and Delhi.

Static Linkages
Democracy & Representation: As per Abraham
Lincoln’s definition — government of the people,
by the people, for the people.
Political Participation of Minorities: Linked to
Article 326 (Universal Adult Suffrage) in India’s
context and UN SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and
Strong Institutions).
Urban Governance: Draws parallels with the 74th
Constitutional Amendment Act (1992) —
empowerment of urban local bodies.
Affordability & Welfare State: Connected with
Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSPs) —
particularly Articles 38, 39, and 41 (Social and
Economic Justice).
Leadership Ethics: Resonates with Max Weber’s
theory of charismatic legitimacy and ethical
leadership principles in GS4.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

Promotes inclusive democracy and immigrant
participation.
Strengthens progressive urban leadership models.
Enhances India’s soft power through diaspora
visibility.

Challenges:
Managing high voter expectations and fiscal limits.
Navigating identity vs. performance politics.
Tackling urban affordability crises.

Way Forward
Boost diaspora engagement and leadership
exchange.
Apply Indian urban policy lessons globally.
Encourage participatory governance tools and
empathetic leadership training.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Bihar is heading towards a crucial state
election, bringing two competing narratives to
the forefront.
Story One: Traditional politics centered around
caste identity and populist welfare promises —
notably, job guarantees and social security
schemes.
Story Two: A forward-looking vision seeking to
transform Bihar’s economy by leveraging its
demographic strength and diaspora potential.
Political figures like Lalu Prasad Yadav, Nitish
Kumar, and Prashant Kishor represent these
evolving phases of Bihar’s political and
developmental journey.

Key Points
Bihar has witnessed significant socio-political
change since the 1990s — from social justice
movements to governance-focused
development.
Tejashwi Yadav’s job-for-every-household
promise reflects continuing populism but
raises concerns of fiscal imprudence.
Under Nitish Kumar, targeted welfare schemes
like cycles for girl students and piped drinking
water improved literacy and gender parity.

Despite progress, out-migration remains a
defining feature — about 7.4 million Biharis live
outside the state (Census & NSSO data).
Bihar’s GSDP growth (10.5% in 2022–23;
Ministry of Statistics) remains high but per
capita income is among the lowest in India.
The challenge: inclusive, sustainable growth
that integrates its vast diaspora and converts
migration into economic capital.

Static Linkages
Concepts of fiscal federalism and responsible
budgeting from Indian Constitution (Articles
266–283).
Demographic dividend as discussed in
Economic Survey 2016–17 and NITI Aayog’s
Strategy @75.
Migration and remittances as contributors to
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP).
Regional disparities and development models
(Kerala Model vs Bihar’s Developmental Catch-
Up).
Importance of good governance and
institutional capacity (Second ARC Report on
Ethics in Governance).

Critical Analysis
Pros: Social inclusion, improved governance.
Cons: Fiscal stress, weak job creation, poor
institutions.
Stakeholders: Youth seek jobs; diaspora seeks
engagement; state needs fiscal reform.

Way Forward
Leverage diaspora for investment.
Boost industry, urban governance, and skilling.
Enforce fiscal discipline under FRBM norms.
Use data-driven policy like Aspirational
Districts model.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

COP30 (Nov 10–25, 2025) under UNFCCC to be
held in Belém, Brazil amid deep global divides
on climate action.
U.S. has again quit the Paris Agreement (2015);
EU is scaling back green goals; World Bank
shifting from sustainability to employment.
Brazil’s COP focus: Implementation over new
pledges, led by André do Lago.
BRICS expected to push for stronger climate
finance and equity for the Global South.

Key Points
ICJ advisory opinion: Recognised states’ legal
duty to mitigate climate change.
$1 trillion demand for climate finance remains
unmet.
Brazil’s Integrated Forum on Climate Change
and Trade aims to link trade and climate —
seen cautiously by Global South.
India eyes multilateral leadership, aligning with
Viksit Bharat 2047 and Net Zero 2070; may
host COP33 (2028).

Static Linkages
UNFCCC (1992) – Framework for climate
cooperation.
CBDR principle – Equity between developed &
developing nations.
Paris Agreement (2015) – NDC-based global
climate framework.
Green Climate Fund (2010) – Mobilising
$100B/year for developing nations.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

BRICS can balance Western retreat.
ICJ opinion enhances accountability.
Trade-climate linkage may mainstream green
commerce.

Cons:
U.S. and EU backtracking weakens
multilateralism.
Climate finance gap persists.
Trade-linked climate actions risk becoming
non-tariff barriers.

Way Forward
Reaffirm CBDR and operationalise Loss &
Damage Fund.
Boost South-South cooperation via
BRICS/G20.
Integrate trade, tech & finance in climate
policy.
Lead through LiFE and ISA; strengthen
domestic SAPCCs.
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