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India’s Kabul mission to be upgraded to embassy

Jaishankar announces this while meeting Taliban's | Muttagi welcomes decision; says diplomats willgoto | Jaishankar says India, Afghanistan share growth
Muttagi; condemns refuiges repatriation by Pak. Afghan Embassy, may not send Ambassador initially | goals; eross-border terror a common challenge
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

* |India announced the upgradation of its
Technical Mission in Kabul to the Embassy of
India.

e Declared by EAM S. Jaishankar during his
meeting with Taliban Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi in New Delhi.

Critical Analysis

Pros:
e Reasserts Indian presence in Afghanistan.
e Strengthens counterterrorism cooperation.
e Enhances humanitarian and developmental

* India had closed its Kabul Embassy in 2021 outreach.
after the Taliban’s takeover. Concerns:
¢ Risk of legitimizing Taliban amid rights
concerns.

Key Points

¢ Diplomatic Upgrade: Mission in Kabul to
function as a full-fledged embassy.

e Security Cooperation: Shared concern over
cross-border terrorism; both sides to
coordinate efforts.

* Development Aid: Six new health projects and

e Persistent security threats from IS-K, TTP.
¢ Diplomatic balancing with Western partners.

Way Forward
* Maintain calibrated engagement without
formal recognition.

20 ambulances announced.
e People-to-People Links: Easier visa processes,
more ICCR scholarships for Afghan students.
* Regional Context: Follows Taliban outreach to
Russia and China; reflects cautious Indian re-
engagement.

Static Linkages

e Article 51(c): India to promote peace, respect
for international law.

e Panchsheel Principles: Mutual respect and
non-interference.

e Vienna Convention (1961): Governs diplomatic
missions.

e Strategic Partnership Agreement (2011):
Framework for political, security, and
economic cooperation.

* Projects: Salma Dam, Zaranj—Delaram Highway.

e Strengthen regional security dialogues (SCO,
Heart of Asia).

e Prioritise humanitarian assistance and people-
centric projects.

e Build secure aid corridors via Chabahar Port.



(Gaza ceasefire takes effect
as Israel forces pull back to
agreed deployment lines
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* A ceasefire between Israel and Hamas came
into effect in Gaza on October 10, 2025, after
Israel’s Cabinet approved a deal to pause
fighting and exchange hostages for Palestinian
prisoners.

e 48 Israeli hostages will be released in exchange
for about 2,000 Palestinian prisoners.

* The deal, mediated by Egypt, Qatar, and the
U.S., ends nearly two years of war that began
with Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attacks.

Key Points

e |sraeli forces have withdrawn to new
deployment lines; no major bombardment
since the ceasefire began.

* Five border crossings, including Rafah, to
reopen for aid delivery.

e QOver 67,000 Palestinians killed, ~170,000
injured (Gaza Health Ministry).

e UN has readied 170,000 metric tons of relief
supplies for Gaza.

e |srael plans to pursue Gaza’s demilitarisation
and Hamas’s disarmament in later phases.

Static Linkages

* Geneva Conventions (1949): Mandate humane
treatment of civilians and prisoners during
conflicts.

e UN Charter (1945), Article 2(4): Prohibits use of
force except in self-defense or under UN
mandate.

¢ India’s Stand: Supports a two-state solution
ensuring peace and sovereignty for both Israel
and Palestine.

e Oslo Accords (1993): Framework for Israel-
Palestine peace and limited Palestinian self-
governance.

Critical Analysis
Pros:
* Opens path for humanitarian aid and regional
stability.
e Builds temporary trust for dialogue.
¢ Reduces risk of wider regional conflict.
Cons:
e Truce fragile; deep mistrust persists.
e Coreissues — borders, Jerusalem, refugees —
unresolved.
e Massive humanitarian crisis, risk of relapse into
conflict.

Way Forward

e Ensure uninterrupted aid flow under UN
supervision.

¢ Revive multilateral peace talks on two-state
framework.

e Strengthen international monitoring of
ceasefire violations.

* Launch Gaza reconstruction plan under UN-
World Bank partnership.



Unenmloyment is still a core issue in Bihar

nemployment has. Shvaelmsenawrkt‘mmmn'lwldruh those aged 15 years and above, Bihar's WPR
as one of the most pressing politcal wuork, the rate looks stands at 51.6% and LFPR at 53.2%, which are
e in Bihar. In the last two Assembly wasa:luicmznhmndm abnysmally bow. Only Bilar and Untar Pracesh fall
ehections, jobs and lvelihood were th:rtinp-cwlr Teekow 60% in WIR.
among the top concemns. In 2015, post-poll - without jobs bose hope of mployment The situation is grave for women. Bihar's
MMMMIJ;M{BEBMM nﬁnuﬂh«ﬁuﬂmﬁmr}'\ﬂmhmﬂm femabe WPR is only 30.0%, or out of 100 women
o Jignesh Mevani aged 15 years and above, only 30 are working. The

e Literacy: 73.2% (PLFS 2023-24), below

* Migration distortion: PLFS excludes out-
migrants, underestimating employment

national average.

stress.

Static Linkages

PLFS: Conducted by NSO (MoSPI) -
employment data source.
Indicators: WPR, LFPR, UR - core labour

metrics.

Discouraged Worker Effect: Explains

mh&mdumbymo this peroentage 5.2 Maemiber of the Bibar sStuation i even more distressing for young
rose (o nearly 2L0%, mahrm:lhr ginlatioe Axsembly Lates the inferenoe bow ‘women. In the 1529 age group, Bihar’s female
for voters. W in Gajarat aed bad employment conditions are in Bihar. But itls work participation rate stands at 31.2%, while
seenario sl grim, nnmmmnmq-m Cormvener at the to compate Bihar agains States of 3. Jharkhand records 49.3%, which 5
dominate voter priorities in the forthcoming Ranktrevs Btk sirmilar siee and economic background. In this, nearly 30 percentage polnts higher.
pols. Achikar two factors are crucial in determining similarity: The quality of jobs in Bihar is equally troubling.
The situation needs to be looked at populstion and per capita income. (Only 8.7% of workers. are engaged in regular
for which official statisties are useful. Under the For a meaningful compartson, Bihar was wage/malaried jobs, the lowest smong comparable
Periodic Labour Foree Survey (PLFS), the latest grouped with nine Large, low-income States malharhlhemdysue mot just in this
State-Jevel indicators on employment arc the above three crone as in the Registrar group but also in the entire country - with a
AprilJune 2025 quarterty report and the July General of India's 2024 projections, per capita wtdlypmpmhn Al the same time, 23.5% of
023 June 2024 anmual report, with insights on Income below national aversge for 2005-25). s casual bbourers, the
Bihar, There are nine States that fall under this h@ﬂ:}um Oclisha across these States.
criteria, which are Assam, Bihas, Chhattisgarh, ms:nkmahrknfmrrmdmﬂ
rate hand, wa Pradesh, Ocisha, Rajasthan, it opportuni
Tluqtmwlyanimulldusaammhm Urtar Pradesh and Bengal. Such outeomes are in stark contrast o the
unemiployment rate as 5.2% and %, When Bihar's indicators are compared with the | clabms of the National Democratic Allnce, which
whereas it was 5.4% and 3.2%, n-q)mm!y.a:lm chosen group of States, the results are alarming, often wlhtﬂnﬂmmdlhm
national bevel for ages 15 and above. To the casual Bihar ranks the lowest across WP and LFFR. as one of its achievements. In Bihas, however, the
reader, Bihar's em) ployment Uttar Pradesh fares marginally betier but sill labouer market remains overwhelmingly informal
phcture seems decent to good. However, such a hovers mear the bottom. insecure and poorty remumnerated.
superficial reading s misheading. To truly The quarterty PLES (Apribjune 2025) shows
m-n-m that among youth (1529 years), the picture is even  Migration and the missing numbers
bheaker: only 28 out of 100 are working, Bihar is at Amnm:kmmw‘dmﬂewm
PLFS - Mrwmm’l’muﬂnm the b i terms of work Bihar's The PLFS counts
of the population that is employed: Labour Force and youth labour force participati a only those individuals residing in the State during
Participation Rate (LFPR) or the share of the generation that should be building its fonre, the the reference period, The employment picture
population either employed or actively secking doors of employment «could have been better had the PLFS been
work, and Unemployment Rate (UR) or share off Since quanterly figures may be influenced by capiuring migration as well.
the kabour force that s unemployed and acthvely seasonal fucnsthons in employment The grim kabour market outcomes cannot be
looking for work. important to ook a8 the annual PLFS estimstes o froem Bitar's governance record. Chief
Looking at the UR in isolation conceals the true well. Quarterly estimates are based on Current Minister Nitish Kumar's government has failed o
picture. The same quartery and national refeases Status, in which the reference pericdused  improve literacy and human capital formation.
chite the WPR for Bihar at 46.2% and 51L6%, Eihar needs a to determine a person’s employment stanus §s just | The same PLFS (anmual) shows Bihar's literacy
respectively whille the national WIPR is 52% and stregy o seven days. rate at onky 73.2% for the S-plus sge group, which
58.2%, respectively, which shows that the share of  pevive The anmual report also presents Usual Status: s far below the national average. Without
those em) in the work is +subsiliary status), or which in education and skills,
Mmook edabn, | e Pt of * | e St o hope t geTeat meaninghi
On checking the WPR and LFPR in the table, )h; nd WW: lmq teren, iryg the
Biar has low WER, low LFPR, and therefore low | JODS and stem caused by shortterm Despite frequent announcements, investment
UR. A more holistic Interpretation s grim because the :sieﬂ.lva'll.limswuwm.n:houmm summits and promises of industrial revival, licte
many in Bihar are not working (low WPR), and o of people’s work. However, these annual has materialised on the ground. Mr. Kumar's
Ry are not even looking for work (low LEPR). its workforce figures 100 reink hy Far 3 and alliances have
yielded lietle tangible benefits for Bihar's
= CCONOMTTY. ﬂrSwhsund:rpnfambth
A true picture R s mot a matter of

education, job creation, industrialisation
formalisation.

e — - The employment crisis in Bihar is not a matter
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Context

* Unemployment remains Bihar’s top political
issue; voter concern on jobs rose from 9.1%
(2015) to 21% (2020).

e Latest PLFS (Apr-Jun 2025 & 2023-24 annual)
data reveal low employment and labour
participation despite a low unemployment
rate.

e |ndicates deep structural weaknesses in Bihar’s
economy and governance.

Key Facts

¢ Unemployment Rate (UR): 5.2% (Q1 2025) & 3%
(2023-24 annual) — below national average but
misleading.

e WPR: 46.2% (Quarterly) vs national 52%; LFPR:
53.2% (Annual) - among India’s lowest.

* Youth (15-29 yrs): Only 28% employed — worst
among low-income large States.

e Female WPR: 30.1%; female youth WPR: 31.2%
(vs Jharkhand’s 49.3%).

e Regular salaried jobs: 8.7% - lowest in India;
casual labour: 23.8%.

e Comparable States: Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, MP, Odisha,
Rajasthan, UP, WB — Bihar ranks bottom.

e Discouraged Worker Effect: Low LFPR » many
not seeking work due to lack of jobs.

low LFPR despite low UR.

e Usual Principal & Subsidiary Status
(UPSS): Long-term employment
measure.

e Economic Context: Structural &
disguised unemployment; weak human
capital formation.

Critical Analysis
Positives:
e Skill & startup policies initiated; some
infra improvement.
Challenges:
¢ Lowest WPR & LFPR; poor female and
youth participation.
* 90%+ workforce informal; minimal job
security.
* Poor literacy and governance deficit.
* Migration-driven economy, not job-led
growth.
Stakeholders:
* Youth & migrants: lack secure jobs.
e State govt: claims industrial progress;
outcomes limited.

Way Forward

e Strengthen education & skilling (PMKVY,
NSQF).

* Promote MSME & agro-based
industries.

e Include migration data in PLFS.

* |Increase female labour participation via
SHGs & flexible work.

¢ Boost formalisation through EPFO/ESIC.

e Ensure policy stability & investment
incentives.



The real need is a holistic demographic mission

he announcement on August 15, 2025, of a imbalanced infrastructure 1o generate human restore migrant rights.
i mission, has become a topic capabilities across regions. Consider the case of
of controversy in social and political weducation and skill capabillitics or a ‘dream India® | O longevity
cincles. While the stated mission was limited 1o emerging as a skill capital in the world — the The changing demography also poses other
monitoring undocumented immigration from educational infrastructure remains skewed across | puzzles such as growing longevity and the

Banghadesh and its impbed

demographics in
India's bonder regions, a holistic demographic

reghons and is not in keeping with middle dass

provisioning of social security. There is sincere

5. Irudaya Rajan aspirations. This results in inequities with the on this issue define ageing and
mission seems (o be the need as the nation s at 5 Chai o thee affluent being able 1o achieve things as against the | economically productive years of life, where the
the demographic crossroads. The most populous intermational Institute | besS affuent Exlling to do so. young and the old equally remain productive as
nation, with a large youth demography, of Wigraton and long as they remain healthy and active, The other
undoubtedly becomes a matter of ghobal envy Darvelopment (1IMAL], Tssue of migration implication of social security protection being the
mdlo-ca}pndt The demographics have never Horala While there have been major advances on the sole responsibility of the state needs a refook as

assumed significance in policy circles excepa for fertility and mortality fronts, migration seems to well, with employers preparing employees o
its relevance in population control. Demographic be a major population balancer across regions. remmain financially secure for their non-earning
diversity is a blessing in digguise to sustain Indi’s Hence, policies nied to be in place to make the years of life. The entine scene of provisioning of
poptﬂ.rﬁonwlirmrhem:emuthd]m (] cholce of migration equal for everyone. But then soclal security needs a rethink with there being
Inclia's demographics may the political discourse on migration is quite extended years of life.
limited to the country per uhut h.nsmbeln L adverse within India. Desplie the constinutional Recognition of changing demographics s
relative terms with other ghobal regions. 1.5, Mishra guarantee of a free mobility of individuals across | perhaps necessary in all possibsle planning, policy
all States, migrant klentity s often threatenedon | making. evaluation and . While there
Need for a broader scope s Honaeary Yisiting various grounds. First, this is not a stated identity | are phethora of indicators being made available to
A demography mission requires examining the Profeises ot the but rather a constructed one. Therefore, the celebrate progress and achievements, one
kil af demographic transformation that has ;":“'m"ﬂ”“‘" protection of such an identity should ideally rest | wonders whether they are able mmuml'w
taken place over the kst two decades. o -l ¢ QIAD] with the state rather than the individual, changing demographics. When it comes to
hmphmmwadomrdaw»mlmhm Karsly Another complexity is the home and host allocation and provisioning too, demographics
ity attribute which needs to have an equal stake should dictate the priorities. Unfortunately, the
andmmauunar-qpke I.mhll\;lu.urh.tnbmler apart from the individual who is a migrant. The [per capita hangover continues o prevail which
implications towards regional distribution of the current political discourse on this subject & on ignores the compasition of the population in the
age-sex composition of population and milgrants from their right to denominator. A demography mission's
households. The agenda of a demography voting a2 home as they do not qualify to be the foundation lies in the demographic sensitisation
mission should not necessarily be limited 1o “usual resident of the place”. of a whaole lot of intellectual discourse on
reaing the future of demography but in A true The same right could perhaps be bestowed an : and inchusion.
recognition of emenging population features in demography thiemn by the haost place, whclrillqazrmm]l}' [N'rnusﬁpll)‘lsnda miere discipline to offer a
terms of capabilities such as education, health s s disenfranchised. This ralses a question on retrospective and prospective dimension of
and livelihood features alorngside the evolving TSRO0, vt whether migraits [ae a constant batthe of population. It is the foundation to buikl the future
institutions in response to the migration o examine belonging. Resobving this puzzle that internal of ity with a suitable jon in
transition. From a human capability standpoine, a | India’s various miigrants confront should be the agenda of a strategies in keeping with the evolving global
demography mission needs to address the transformathons demographic mission which should strive to onder.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Announced on 15 Aug 2025 to monitor
undocumented immigration from Bangladesh.
Experts call for a broader demographic mission
addressing India’s internal population
dynamics.

India, now world’s most populous nation, faces
opportunities (youth bulge) and challenges
(ageing, regional disparities).

Key Points

Original Objective: Monitor cross-border
migration; need for holistic demographic
analysis.
Demographic Components: Fertility, mortality,
migration; regional age-sex and household
distribution.

Migration Issues:

o Internal migration ~37% of population

(Census 2011).
o Migrants face disenfranchisement in home
and host regions.

Education & Skills: Infrastructure uneven;
affects youth potential and middle-class
aspirations.

Longevity: Life expectancy * 59.7 > 70.8 yrs
(1990-2022); ageing population to reach 20%
by 2050.
Social Security: Need reforms; extend financial
and pension planning beyond state
responsibility.

Policy Implication: Demographic composition
should guide planning, budgeting, and
monitoring.

Static Linkages

Article 19(1)(d) & (e) — Freedom of
movement/residence.

National Population Policy 2000 - stable
population by 2045.

Census Act 1948 - Population enumeration.
Dependency ratio, labour supply, demographic

dividend (Economic Survey, UNFPA).

Critical Analysis
Pros:

Enables data-driven policy, regional planning.
Supports inclusive growth, migrant rights, skill
development.

Cons/Challenges:

Risk of politicisation and targeting of
communities.

Data gaps (Census delays).

Constitutional and administrative coordination
issues.

Way Forward

Establish National Demographic Commission.
Digitise and utilise Census 2021 data.

Align demographic data with Skill India,
Aspirational Districts.

Reform social security, pensions, and financial
literacy.

Ensure constitutional protection of migrant
rights.



Relooking at Kabul

Afghanistan is key to ensuring that India manages

e fallout of great power geopolitics to its west
VIVEK KaTju
AFGHAMISTAN'S FOREIGN MINISTER Amir decide their country's security policies and  beth face from the same quarter.
Khan Muttagi’s visit to India is a time to Toaeign relations and no one dse This s iranic because it was Pakistan that
[orvward bt alss b permsain wind- I Indlia reopens its embassy in Kabul. it sustained the group for ever twieand a hall
il of past Inclia-Afghanistan developments. wld mwalMlthahhm tocontrel  decades. Pakistan was instrumental in the
The Lutter is to-crsure that India’'s pediciesto- thi Afghan embassy in Delhi soorer rather  Taliban inflicting a strategicdefeat onthe US
‘wands the Afghan Taliban proceed positively than later. That would also imply that it  to returm bo power in Afghanistan. What
but sobesly, They should not be marked by would Py the flag of the Afghanemurate That, - Pakistanlviouslyoverlooked isthat s with
the erftbasiasm 100, shauld not cause India any dip other Afghan regimes in power inKabul, the
secunty e, the et accept ary
Afghan republicin its closing years. mal di The i its Indlia palicies. Mor would it hand aver its
India’s ustan approaches have o beoveriooked thhe'l}.l.ban hascontrolled  Tehreek-e-Talibam Palastan (TTP) kin to the
be Frasmed within 4 changing esviroament all Afghanterritorics since itcaptured Kabul | men in khald, And, of course, Pakistan also
in g western negghbourhood, The US has de- in 2021 There i noopposition either within  forgot the immutable and historical conira-
aaded that Pakistan should play 2 magor role or cutside thecountry that can overthrowit.  dictions between peoples living on the op-
inIndia’s immediate and extended western This ds.a facter that the entire international — pesite barks of the Indus!
neighbourhood Ching s alss expanding its community has to scopl. Jaishaniar speit out the asneas, stretching.
iniflsence in this area. 1ts tes with Pakistan ‘Western demands for the Taliban toad-  from food to health to training and educa-
remain ironcla, its inflence in Iran and in hese o universally accepted porms on bu-  ton, where India would cooperate with the
the Arabian Peninsula has expanded. Russia man rights will continue. Butitisunlikelyto  Afghan people. He also said that indiawould
has aceorded diplamatic recognition to the do so. The group i committed to its  coamplete stalled projects. The Taliban wikd
Takiban and its bonds with lran are strong. Deobandi-Wahhabi interpretationof the  welcome Indian assistance in these areas but
is im this setting that India hasms.a&gu.lrd Sharia. It will not abandon its theological — what it would lock for is greater liberalisa-
its interests to its west in the af = moosings. Jaishankar did well net toventure  ton in the visa regime for students and the
istan's implacable enmity. Andd itis inthis it the area of human rights. sick India should not hesitate to accept more
regianal setting also that Muttagi & visitng India’s Afghanistan This masked & depasture from the past.  Afghan visstors subject to security checks.
Irsddia Ry proanate mutual inferests. ches hy b The India-US 242 Joint Statement in  Thesswvital o take the relaticnship forwand
Excternal Affairs Minister § Jaishankar met Appnoachen umato e Kovernber 2023 had noted, “The Ministers  and there is stle danger of Afghans wanting
Mml:aqlmﬂrlubu 10. He anncunced that framed within a changing urged the Taliban to respect the human 1o pesmanently settleinIndia
K re- or inBabul Stviranment in it westamn rights of all Afghans, including women, chil- It is also encouraging that Muttags de-
I:mmnuﬂmm 1Cap- I'Iu'ﬁi 1 ! 1. The US has dren,and members of mmority groups; and  sired greater Indsan invelverment i mining
italsince June 2022; hence, the move tofor- : . uphsold freedom of travel” Jashankar's si-  ane othier sectors of the Alghan sconanmy.
mally reapen its embassy was overdue. decided that Pakistan should lemce on the sue is nat becase [ndia en- Cm.ny the Talibar dowsnt wish to becomne
Jaishankas implied that, for the time beirg. play a major role in India's digses the Taliban approsch on thse issues sl even asit i
achargé d"alfaires would be appainted This immediate and extended but because it has had to dy with d for greater iy Indiacan-
irslicates that India does not want to give a western neighbourhood. states, aver the decades, that have parsued m.lrrm for Afghanistan o become eoo-
signal that it is diplomatically recognising ey i almast Taliban-like policies. But areal-  nomically integrated with western China.
the Taliban till there is a consensus in the in- China is also expanding its Mient and,_ hence, the custodians of human Thie Tadibar will have to manage the ma-
temational community to do so. This is the influence in this area. Its ties rights in |hWenhMpml'md1oluma Jorpowers interplay and also Pakistani pres-
correct approach. with Pakistan remain approach to sures on relations with Imlla.Tudnm it

While it may disappoing the Talsban, it f dad, its influsnce in Ira In rusnntrunzmmuksatlht meeting.  wants enhanced Indian engagement in
will ensurne that it does not ruffle feathersin TR, e ) n Jaishankar referred to the "shared threatol  Afghanistan. This is in keeping with tradi-
‘Washington that India has joined the and in the Arabian Peninsula cross-border terrorism that both our na- mmlMﬂsnpullmFo{Induafmwts-
Moscow-Beijing camp on Afghanistan It is has expanded. Russiahas X " These words oo India  ence istanis key toensuring
necessary to signal this especially as India accorded diplomatic stands with the Taliban against Pakistan's mlwmmawmmnmu
had joined the consensus at the recent ition to the Taliba oovertand overt tions against it Naturally,  emanating from great power geopolitics in
Moscow meeting IIuI nu country should recogmitionto ¢ Toan Pakistan and China will be wary of India-  its westem neighbourhoss,

have reditary Afghanistas Soon, and its bonds with Talibancoopération inthe security feld but
Idia should tate that t 5o the Taiban £ Iran are strong, it i% a natural consequence of threats that Thewriter is aformer diplotnat
KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e Afghan FM Amir Khan Muttaqi visited India on
10 Oct 2025; met EAM S. Jaishankar.

* |India announced re-establishment of its
mission in Kabul, upgrading the technical team
(since June 2022) to formal diplomatic setup.

* Visit reflects pragmatic engagement with
Taliban without formal recognition.

* Regional context:

o US promotes Pakistan’s role in India’s
western neighbourhood.

o China expanding influence in Pakistan, Iran,
Arabian Peninsula.

o Russia recognizes Taliban and maintains
strong ties with Iran.

Key Points

* India appoints chargé d’affaires; engagement
without diplomatic recognition.

e Taliban controls entire Afghanistan since 2021,
India engages de facto.

* India avoids human rights discourse, focusing
on pragmatic cooperation.

e Areas of collaboration: food, healthcare,
education, training, stalled infrastructure
projects.

e Taliban seeks Indian investment in mining &
economy to reduce reliance on China.

e Security cooperation focuses on cross-border
terrorism, implicitly aligning against Pakistan-
backed threats.

Static Linkages

Historical India-Afghanistan ties
(ancient trade, post-2001 cooperation).
Diplomatic norms: chargés d’affaires,
Vienna Convention.

Cross-border terrorism: TTP, LeT, ISI
influence.

Afghanistan’s mineral resources and
economic potential.

Geopolitics: balance of power,
strategic autonomy.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

Strengthens strategic presence and
developmental cooperation.

e Enables security coordination against
cross-border terrorism.

* Maintains diplomatic balance, avoiding
premature recognition.

Cons/Challenges:

e Taliban’s human rights violations
remain unaddressed.

e Risk of Pakistan-China backlash.

* Managing investment & influence to
avoid Chinese overdependence.

[ ]

Perception of engaging a non-
recognized regime.

Way Forward

Maintain cautious diplomatic
engagement.

Expand developmental & humanitarian
projects.

Facilitate educational and medical
exchanges with security checks.
Diversify economic ties; avoid reliance
on asingle power.

Coordinate with US, Russia, Gulf states
to maintain regional balance.



IN ARUNACHAL, INDIA'S STORY

The state is rooted in tradition, yet it looks at the future with confidence

JyoTiraDITYA M SCINDIA

EVERY TIME | set foot in the Northeast, | feel
Our Prime Minister calls it the
Ashtalakshmi = a regronof diversity and op-
portunity. On my recent three-day visit 1o
Arunachal Pradesh, | expenenced this mov-
ing mural, each frame brimming with her-
itage and progress,
Myjourney beganat the Donyi Polo Airport
mmammfﬂmd
LIEWAN [Uide Desh ka Aam Magrik]L which has
rmacke aértravel o nedia's remicsest skies afford-
able and accessible. In just a few years, the
rurmber of airpons in the Mortheast has grown
From nine tor 17, four of themin Arunachal
Pradesh = a transformation driven by PM
Mareridra Mod's push for connectivity. When
Iweas in charge of the civil aviation ménistry,
mhhdlﬂmcdwwwklrﬂ:nwns
e than (7
asawusdmummnsh:ﬂ.mmlnlmm

rrocderm I has ncitleft [t poots bedind.

After a smocth three-hour drive, [ found
rrayselflin Zn Valkey for the Zire Music Festhal
ranked amang the workd's toprmesse festavals,
yeturlike any gabal spectacke. Every element
sdesignedim.an all-natural eco-Eendly setup,
ening the valley returms toits pristine state
onoethe massic Bades Local antisans showeased
thedr crafts, and thandes to Digital India and the
Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile trinity, cashless.
paymentswere efforless.

Onistage, a Khasi folk singer followed an
indie band from Mumbai; a French guitarist
Jammed with a local drummer; 2 Swiss
wiek sculptor exhibited her work, while a
falk artist from Ragasthan Laughed alongside

Waste had been turned into
compaost, solar lamps lit
homes, and coo-totirism
flourished through

Apatani Garmers. loweas Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat in its truest form, where music be-
came a language of togethemess and acel-
chration of India,

The neat moming. the valley breathedina
m:luﬁ‘u’th‘m the Apatani way of life. .|’|

bﬁhaawmwmmmm
India’s firstwoman-bed kiwi winery, With the.
supportof her family, she transformed heror-
chard into a thriving enterprise producing.
wines from kiwi, apple, and guava, cachin-
ﬂndwﬂhﬂkmlmdnmmr

:hemuandmm':mﬁmmxrm
Bhanduunfolded like a living painting — mist
trailing over gelden paddy flelds, owers
bliooming canals glmmesing with danting fish,
bambaoao houses proud against the
ountan winds. ALt hea Ly the LINESCO-
recognised paddy-fish cultivation system,
whereingenuity and naturemove in harmony
And then came a mament that has esched it-
seffim my memnony: TheApatani people, brek-
ing b sang with the plavfil refrain “Delhi s
et e o, thedr voloes wrapping around
e insuchwarmnth that | felt bess a visitor and
v 5. B 1 had netuarmeed horme. That emoticn

homestays built with bamboo
and polished stones. Here,
fruit plantations of oranges
and kiwis thrived alongside
WEIVITE COOPETALIvES
marketing shawls online
through e-Marketplace. Young
entrepreneurs spoke proudly
of taking their crafts digjtal,
while elders shared wisdomin
shiaded courtyards. This was
the Digital Northeast Vision
unfolding in real time.

mﬂnﬂdaswemn‘edauaimn]ﬂnuu
parTidge, bamboa

s}ma.my. wild greens, and river fish fillss.

Tewas the wormenaof Zir wha keft the most
lasting impression, Self-help groups, empow-
eredunder the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
and the Deen Dayal Upadbyaya Grameen
Kaushaha \‘b}am.aw: embradingan incusive

ey

mﬂhﬁ.m[@rmeﬂmgﬁum u‘mptddﬁam
froen bambeo

Enclosure,

I wias humbled to meet the 1811 Medium

Hmm«.nmmﬁmmhmm
ing hormage o Army martyrs.

InHargVillage, | met Tage Rita Takhe, wha

Hersucoes: Ivadirs call for Viocal
for Local Local to Clobal,

W Zirowas music and soil, Hun Villige was.
discipline and vision ls spotless streets were
adomed withmusals.and flowering pathways
Waste had been tumed into compost, salar
Lamps lit homes, and eco-tourtsm Bouwrished
through hamestays built with bamboo and
polished stones, Here, it plantations of or-
arggess and kiwis thrived alongsde weaving oo-
operatives marketing shawls online through
e-Marketplace. Young entrepreneurs spake:
ptudlgmlaﬁgmumd@ﬂlwhﬂem

hased wisdom inshaded s, This.
mlhﬂwmmﬂmu\mbnmfddjrgn
real time,

In mary ways, Anunachal Pradesh offers
lessons the world desperately needs:
Sustanabality rooted in tradision, women-bed
entreprencurship, di

sow the nefledionof P ModTs vision of Digital
India, Atmanirbhar Bharat, Ek Bharat
Shreshitha Bharat, Starupindia andjan Dhan
Yojanauniolding intemmpowering aspirations.
Anunachal Pradeshs story is Indias story, the

,  sinryof a natdon that is rooted in tradition yet

looks at the funsre with confidence.

Thewiter isLinion Minister far Developrmen
af Nowth Bastern Region and
Urvicn Mimisterof Commurscation

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* PM Modi recently visited Arunachal Pradesh,
highlighting its cultural heritage, sustainable
development, and economic potential.

e The visit showcased initiatives under UDAN,
Digital India, Jan Dhan, and women-led
entrepreneurship in the region.

e Events like the Ziro Music Festival demonstrate
the fusion of tradition and modernity.

Critical Analysis

* Pros: Improved connectivity, tourism growth,
environmental sustainability, women
empowerment.

e Cons: Risk of environmental degradation,
cultural commercialization, economic
dependence on tourism.

e Stakeholder Perspectives:

o Locals benefit from jobs and digital
inclusion.

o Government promotes inclusive
development.

o Entrepreneurs gain market access.

o Environmentalists emphasize sustainable
growth.

Key Points

e Connectivity: UDAN scheme expanded
Northeast airports from 9 to 17; 4 new airports
in Arunachal Pradesh.

e Cultural Promotion: Ziro Music Festival
integrates indigenous and global music, eco-
friendly setups, and local artisan participation.

e Sustainable Agriculture: Apatani tribe’s paddy-
fish cultivation system recognized by UNESCO.

* Women Entrepreneurship: Naara Aaba winery,
India’s first kiwi-based women-led enterprise,
promotes local produce globally.

¢ Digital Empowerment: Cashless payments, e-
Marketplace, and digital promotion of local
crafts.

Way Forward

* Ensure eco-friendly infrastructure and tourism
development.

e Support women-led enterprises and skill
development.

* Integrate traditional agricultural practices with
modern technology.

¢ Diversify economy to reduce reliance on

Static Linkages )
tourism.

e Economic growth through regional
infrastructure and entrepreneurship.

e Preservation of cultural heritage.

e Sustainable farming integrating traditional
knowledge.




