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Trade pacta launchpad for growth: UK. PM

The Trade

opportunities, says St:u'mer as he beg:ns visit

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

he opportunities
T walting o be setzed

under the India-
UK. Free Trade Agreement
are “unparalleled”, British
Prime Minister Keir Starm
er said in Mumbai on Wed-

nesday as he kick-started  dress th

his first visit to India after
assuming charge.

“It's the biggest deal
we've struck since we left
the European Union,” Mr.
Starmer said. 1 think it's
also the biggest deal that
India has ever struck, so
it's hugely importans =

Mr. Starmer, accompa-
nied by a delegation of
nearly 100 entrepreneurs,
cultural  representatives,
and university Vice-Chan
cellors, arrived in Mumbai
for a twe-day visit to take
advantage of the opporiun
ities brought about by the
India-UK. Comprehensive
Economic  and  Trade
Agreement signed in July.

“It's not just a plece of
paper, it's a launchpad for
growth, With India set to

be the third biggest econo-
my in the world by 2028,
and trade with them about
o become quicker and
cheaper, the opportunities
waiting to be seized are un-
paralleled.” he said.

He will meet Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on
'I'hunday They will ad-
sixth edition of
the (4|nbal Fintech Fest in
Mumbai.

“Welcome Mr. Starmer
on your historic first visit
to India with the largest ev-
er trade delegation from
the LLK..” Mr. Modi said on
X. “Locking forward to-our
meeting tomorrow for ad-
vaneing our shared vision
of a stronger, mutually
prosperous future ™

“Durisy the visit, on Oc-
tober 9in Mumbal, the two
Prime Ministers will take
stock of progress in diverse
aspects of the India-ULK.
Comprehensive  Strategic
Partnership in line with
“Vision 2035, a focused
and time bound 10-year
road map of programmes
and initiatives in key pillars
of trade and investment,

Starmer to meet PM Modi today to take stock of

India-U.K. Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

Boosting thes: LUK, Prime Minister Keir Starmer inberacts with a delegation accompaeying him on his
India visit. P

technology and  innova-
tion, defence and security,
climate and energy, heakth,
education and people to
people relations,” the Ex
ternal Affairs Ministry said.

Both leaders would en-
gape with business and in
dustry leaders regarding
the oppartunities present-
ed by the trade agreement.
“They will also exchange

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
¢ British Prime Minister Keir Starmer began his
first official visit to India (October 8-9, 2025),
marking a major milestone in post-Brexit U.K.
foreign policy.

e His visit follows the signing of the India-U.K.

views on issues of regional
and global importance,” it
added. The India-UK. CE-

Th aimes 3t boosting bilater-

al trade by £25.5 hillion an

nually.

It provides substartial
tasiff reductions on a range
of goods, including tex-
tiles, whisky, and cars, en-
hancing competitiveness
for exporters in bath mar-

kets. Specifically, the UK.
will offer duty-free access
on 99.1% of its tariff lines,
covering 100% of the trade
value immediately upon
enforcement.

Investments and visas
Mr. Starmer’s trip to India
Thas yielded pesitive state-

ments from some UK. had

companies, such as Rolks-

Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) in July 2025.

* The agreement aims to boost bilateral trade,

investment, innovation, and cultural
collaboration.
e The visit includes business and cultural

engagements in Mumbai, including the Global
Fintech Fest and meetings with Prime Minister

Narendra Modi.
e The agreement aligns with the “India-U.K.

Vision 2035” roadmap for cooperation in trade,

defence, energy, climate, education, and
people-to-people ties.

Key Points

e Largest U.K. trade deal since Brexit; expected

to boost bilateral trade by £25.5 billion
annually.

e U.K. to offer duty-free access on 99.1% tariff

lines, covering 100% of trade value
immediately upon enforcement.

* Indian exporters of textiles, engineering goods,

auto components, and pharmaceuticals to
benefit.
e U.K. sectors like whisky, automobiles, and
financial services gain from tariff cuts and
easier market access.
* Investment cooperation: Rolls-Royce and

other British firms announced expansion plans

in India.

e Visa policy unchanged: U.K. clarified that visa

relaxations are not part of CETA.

e Cultural cooperation strengthened — three
Yash Raj Films projects to be shot in the U.K.

from 2026.

Royee, about their future
plans in Indts.

“We have deep ambi-
tions to develop India as a
home for  Rolls-Royee,
buikding on our strong and
successful  partnership”
Tufan Erginbilge, CEO of
Rolls-Royoe, said in Mum-
b, “Our competitively ad-
vantaged  technologies
‘across air, land, and sea ap-
plications position us to
successfully build in-coun-
try capabilities and foster
strategic partnerships that
will accelerate India’s pro-
ress towards a Viksit Bha
rat,” he said.

Mr. Starmer, however,
reportedly indicated that
the LK. would not be revis-
iting its visa requirements
for Indians. According to
the BEC, Mr. Starmer re-
portedly said that no busi-
ness leaders he had met so
far raised the question of
visas. It added that, during
the flight o India, Mr.
Starmer said that visas
“played no part” in the CE-
TA and that the situation

not changed.
Mr. Starmer also visited

the Yash Raj Films (YRF)
studio, where he met In-
dian producers and flm
stars, such as Rani
Mukherjee.

The British Prime Minis-
ter is reportedly keen to
strengthen  cultural thes
between India and the LK.
and promote collibaration
between the film indus-
tries of the two countries.

The UK. government -
sued a release on Wednes-
day saying that three new
Bollywood movies would
be made in the UK. from
next year, with YRF having
confirmed plans to bring
their major productions t
locations across the UK.
from early 2026,

Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister Piyush Geyal
met Peter Kyle, the UK's
Secretary of State for Busi-
ness and Trade, in Mumbai
with a view to moving for-
ward with the operationali-
sation of the India-U.K. CE-
TA, the Commerce and
Industry Ministry said in a
statement. Mr. Kyle is part
of the delegation accompa-
nying Mr. Starmer.

The U.K. will offer duty-free access on 99.1% of Statlc Llnkages

its tariff lines, immediately upon enforcement

¢ India and the U.K. share a
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (2021) based on mutual
interests in trade, security, and
innovation.

e U.K. isIndia’s 6th largest investor
(Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade, DPIIT).

e Trade agreements are governed
under Article 253 of the
Constitution (Parliament’s power to
implement international treaties).

e |ndia’s foreign trade policy framework guided
by the Foreign Trade (Development &
Regulation) Act, 1992.

* |ndia aims to become a “Viksit Bharat” by 2047,
aligning with the goals of the CETA.

Pros:

e Strengthens India’s position as a global
manufacturing and service hub.

e Enhances market access for Indian exports in
post-Brexit U.K. economy.

e Encourages technology transfer and joint
research in clean energy, Al, and defence.

e Boosts cultural diplomacy and soft power
through film and education partnerships.

Critical Analysis

Cons / Challenges:

e Visarigidity could limit mobility of
professionals and students.

e Non-tariff barriers (standards, certifications)
may restrict Indian exports.

e Possible trade imbalance due to high-value
imports from U.K.

* Need to safeguard domestic MSMEs and
agricultural sectors from external competition.

Way Forward

e Ensure domestic readiness through skilling and
standardisation for global trade compliance.

e Establish a joint monitoring mechanism to
address disputes and ensure equitable

benefits.

* Expand Mode 4 (movement of professionals)
discussions in future negotiations.

e Strengthen innovation and research
partnerships under the “Technology and
Innovation Bridge.”

* Integrate sustainability and climate resilience
aspects into bilateral trade initiatives.



Trio wins Chemistry Nobel for bridging metals and organics

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

An Australian, a Japanese
and a Jordanian-American
sclentists were announced
winners of the Nobel Prize
in Chemistry for discover-
ing and creating a class of
materials, called mesal-or-
ganic frameworks (MOF).
Metallic and  organic
substances are as far apart
in the chemical world as
Anstralia and the LS. geo-
graphically and it was in-
conceivable that stable,
usefil products could be
macde out of materials
formed by integrating
them. But beginning Ri-
chard Robson's initial con-
ception of them in the mid
19708, sparked from a
science project for his Mel-
bourne  University  stu-
dents; to Susumu Kitaga-
wa's dogged determina-
tom, in Kyoto University, at
creating porous molecules

~ despite knowing that
they were “useless” - but
tinkering with them wnzl
he created the right kind of
structures that were useful
enough to work as a filter
whilst remaining fexible
and phiant; to finally Omar
Yaghi at the University of
California, Berkley, making
a variety of metal-organic
framewaorks, as he named
them, that were capable of
drawing water vapour out
of desert air at night and
releasing them as water in
the day. The three will
equally share the prize of 1l
million Swedish kroner,
about ¥ crore.

Fallowing the laureates’
groundbreaking discover-
ies, chemists have since
built tens of thousands of
different MOFs. Some of
these may contribute to
solving some of human-
kind's greatest challenges,
with applications that in-
clude separating PFAS (a

For the development of
metal-organic frameworks

family of chemicals that
are belleved 10 be toxic)
from water, breaking down
traces of pharmaceuticals
in the environment, cap-
turing carbon dioxide or
harvesting water from des-
ert air, a press statement

moted,

Molecular kit
Researchers have deve-
loped a molecular kit with

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e 2025 Nobel Chemistry Prize awarded to

a wide range of different
pleces that can be used o
create new MOFs, These
have different shapes and
characters, providing in-
credible potential for the
rational —or Al-based — de-
sign of MOFs for different

purposes,

First of the block and in-
spired by a project to make
wooden block representa-
thons of chemical bonds,

Mr. Robson began by test-
ing the inherent properties
of aoms in a new way. He
combined positively
charged copper jons with a
four-armed molecule; this
had a chemical group that
was amracted to copper
fons at the end of each
arm. When they were com
bined, they bonded 1w
form a well-ordered, spa-
cious crystal, It was like a
diamond filled with in-
mumerable cavities,

Mir, Robson immediately
recognised the potential of
his molecular  constrie-
tion, but it was unstable
and collapsed easily. Ho-
wever, Mr. Kitagawa and
Mr. Yaghi provided this
building method with a
firm foundation; between
1992 and 2003 they made,
separately, a series of reve-
lutionary discoveries.

Mr. Kitagawa showed
that gases can flow in and
out of the constructions

Richard Robson (Australia), Susumu Kitagawa
(Japan) & Omar Yaghi (Jordanian-American).

* Honoured for discovering Metal-Organic
Frameworks (MOFs) — hybrid materials linking
metal ions with organic molecules forming
porous, flexible, stable structures.

* MOFs hold promise for carbon capture, water

harvesting, and pollution control.

Key Points

e MOFs: Large surface area; tunable porosity;

gas/liquid adsorption capacity.

e Contributions:
o Robson: Initial concept, molecular
frameworks (1970s).

o Kitagawa: Created porous & flexible
“breathing” MOFs.

o Yaghi: Coined term MOF; developed stable,
modifiable versions; extracted water from

desert air.

¢ Applications: CO. capture, PFAS removal, drug
breakdown, hydrogen storage, air-to-water

systems.

e Over 100,000 MOFs developed globally.

Static Linkages
e Coordination compounds (NCERT XII).
e Adsorption & catalysis principles.

e Links to CCUS roadmap, National Hydrogen

Mission, and Jal Jeevan Mission.

e Aligns with UN SDG 6 & 13 (Clean Water,
Climate Action).

and predicted that MOFs
cotild be made flexible.

Mr. Yaghi created a very
stable MOF and showed
that it can be modified us-
Ing rational design, giving
it new and desimble
properties.

Initially, it was challeng-
ing for the scientific com-
munity 1o appreciate MOF
as they didn't seem to be
muach better than a class of
materials called zeolices.
But things changed when
they sucoeeded in develop-
ing soft MOFs - a step up
aver eolites that were
hard. One of those who
was able to present a flexi-
ble material was Kitagawa
himself. When his material
was filled with water or
methane, it changed
shape, and when it was
emptied, it returned to its
original form. It behaved
somewhat like a lung that
can breathe g in and our,
changeable but stable.

Critical Analysis
Pros:

* Enables clean technologies; boosts climate

goals.

* Flexible, high-capacity storage material.

e Supports green chemistry & circular economy.
Challenges:

e High synthesis cost, stability issues.

e Limited commercialization; need for R&D

synergy.

Way Forward

e Strengthen R&D via PM-STIAC & Atal
Innovation Mission.

* Promote Al-based molecular design.

* |ncentivize startups for MOF-based
applications.

* Enhance global collaboration under Mission
Innovation, G20 frameworks.



The danger of an unchecked pre-crime framework

rticles Z2030 - {7, which
consitutionatised preventive
detention, ane the Bermuda Triangle in
India’s eonssinional Aslantic where
fundamendal rights such as liberty, equality and

of commumal tensions, communist uprisings, and

I'rwih‘rﬂﬂmbmwfﬂcﬂymtd in
the Constinent ﬁmnbl}- The prevailing

Constiftion: ﬂmdwmm

executive brapch, as the former Chief justices”
betber [io the President and Prime Minister in
1966] badpﬁwgdu-_mu;hpahapsa

akills. These

mhmlhh}u,ﬂdkmrlngaduka Faisal CK comemunal urress lent it ‘necessary evil’ -
detention coder under the Kerala 5 Dty L Mwwmm .'.rdclczwas wmﬁuhhdnm |[!th'|x‘€ﬂ1‘l‘l(l’\m(h
Ant-Social Activities (Prevention) Act, 2007 Secretary 18 framed as i Jamiss-faced provision - whose everuse produced not only injustice i
(KAAPA) in Dibarop M vs State of Kerola (025 Govemment of erals | clements of due prooess. and then exchuding I:ndlﬂdwlsbutahnwwhymmbm
them from the scope of preventive:

underscored that i Laws. hmrdsmld«iyimm%!ywrdrm.‘
preventive detention must Thi case of AK. Gopalan ve State of Madras
and strictly in acoosdiance with constitutional (15500 begame a Btmigs test for the nasoent Dibermma of the pre-crime

safeguands. Reaffirming the principle that
individual Bherty cannat e curtailed lighsly, the
Conart highllighited the vital distinction betwoen
“public order™ and “law and order™ and clarified

republic’s commitment 1o the constinutional
citizen's right 1o lfe and berty, Gopalan, a
commianist keader, was detained under a colonial

Saeven Minarify Report (2002) - hased
on Philip K. Dick's 1956 short story - powerfully
dramatises the jurisprdential dilemmas of

Liw, Later revalidated by the Preventive

i liberal

that preventive detention cannot be used asa Act, 1950, He his detention under dmrmxh-s In the film, a special unit
substitute for criminal prosecution or as a means Article H, citing the of “procedure cdkdhecnmemw
o circunTvene bail arders. established by Law®, and ander Article 19, alleging |~ (Precogs) and advancesd technology to prevent
i . 0 5K Mazmieen v3 Stare of Teldngarnd av his Freedioms of and mnisriders before thiy occur. The s
2023), the Court held that preventive detention The Court, however, rejected his claims, For a misrder e has not yet
was ot justified when the case pertained w3 heolding that preventive detention could andy be commiited. He ks presumed guilty, denbed a fair
20 i

meere brw and order Esue rather thana public
arder ConceTT.

Hawever, such judictal assertions appear

Incomsistent with the operation of
Lws such as KAAPA, which envelop the entire
Milh-'w:}nf Iawlndndn ::hrrlln
i the solar
~puablic order™, Mmmm&ddﬁnﬂmor
“poonda” and “rowdy”,

The judgmsent in Diarma M. referenced Rekha
ws Stare of Tamdl Nad, where the Court held that
the power of preventive detention B an exception
o Article 71 and must be treated as such - an

jonal measure 1o ph only in rare
circumstanices. Likewise, in Banka Sneha Shada
ws State of Telavgama 021, the Court relterated
that any action Evelving preventive detention
must be tested against the standards of Article 1.
These rulings offer a faint glmmer of light at the
end of 3 unnel, vet executive overmeach
contimues unchecked in the domain of preveniive
detention.

A eonstituthomnal
Preveniive detention in Indhhzsalm;hr-rw
Regulations of '

comtrol. The Government of India Act, 1935,
empowened provincial legislatures o enact
preventive detention Laws in the interest of
“public order™. Although Britain employed such
measures only dusing wartme, independent

The preventive

penal colory™ of a "Devil's Island™ in India’s
constitutional pography - ksolated from the
ocean of fundamentad rights. Pasliamens was

dispense advisary board review pequined
umder Arthle 2h4), by merely invoking special
“cincumstances” or “classes of persons”,
Sommmath Lakiri rightly warned that such
provisions rendened the Indian Constination a
“Police-Constable Constiniton.”

constinutional Devil's Iskand. The top court nuled
ﬂu.tnmd‘m!hegmunds detention directly
implicated a right, it sfficient

principles such as audi alieram pariem, the
presumption of innocence and judbcial scruty.
Although science fiction, the Glm offers a striking
metaphar for the ethical and legal perils that
aconenpany the lge of preventive incarcerathon.

in the film, alternative futumes - or “minority
reports” — reveal that the Precogs are ot
Infallitle. This echoes the inherent uncertainty in
predicting buman behavicur, which is the
Achilles’ heed of preventive detention regimes. in
Inadia, courts have repeatedly acknowledged that
the “suls ol § i

authority Is susceptibbe o misuse, especially in
cases that involve dissent, protest or political

fisr srughorities 1o comply with the procedures in
Article 22 - there was nor o meet the

Inmhmmphmlmmme
authority, detaining authority, and

substantive restrictions applicable to

fundamental rights. This position endured

diespive the Court’s revolutionary judgment in

Marieka Gandhi vs Uriorn of India (1978), which

heeld that “procedure established by low™ must
due

et in ALK Ray v Union of India (19620, the
Court fell hack on pre-Manska reasoning 1o assert
that preventive detention Lws could not be
challenged for viclatlng Artices 4, 19, or even the

India inherited and retained this colonial relic detention enriched interpretation of Article 21. The Court
with astonishing zeal. regime needs als refuased to subject sich Lws to the doctrine

In The Indicn Constitution: A Conversarion with reform: it of proportionality, which had becomse a central
Power, Gautam Bhatia says: Wwimm should not be tenet of constitutional review elsewhere in the
ambigusous zote between the — rights framework. Thus, a person ensnared in this
mmmﬂ-unmnu-_nmﬁmr, e Bermisda Triangle of Article 22 is effectively cut
prevente o 4 | routine off from the Golden Triangle of Articles 1, I9,
ineo the Indian hﬁlmmaﬁwumd administrative and 21, and is plunged into legal darkness,

Independence: so musch so that, facing a sitiation

(Y]

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Granvillle Austin, in Working a Democratic

tmdtid\mmdﬁumhn as India’s
eq\il.:knloﬂbehu‘qp Lesuing decisions
based on perceptions and probabilities rather

than prool and procedure. With weak procedural
safeguards and limited judicial review, preventive
detention in Lndn'plﬂl:mslbemydil*nllut
Minority Report cought to warn s again

In ligghit i thee tog court's mmdmn-um
in Dharya M., there is an urgent need
rrmmlnclhr:muﬂutmlwmyn,'.tr

used a3 routine administrative tool. Unbess
chicked. India’s pre-crime framework will
contire to undermine the very constitutional
values that it purports 1o protect.

¢ |ndia currently detains over 24,000
individuals under preventive detention
laws annually (NCRB data, 2023).

e The Supreme Court has repeatedly
distinguished between “public order”
and “law and order”; holding that
detention for ordinary criminal acts
does not justify preventive detention.

e The Court in Dhanya M. stressed that
preventive detention should not
override personal liberty under Article
21 unless the threat to public order is
grave and immediate.

Static Linkages

* The Constituent Assembly Debates
(1949) revealed intense opposition to
preventive detention by members like
Somnath Lahiri, who termed it a “Police-
Constable Constitution”.

e Thelandmark A.K. Gopalan vs State of
Madras (1950) upheld preventive
detention’s constitutionality, restricting
review to Article 22.

"e"Maneka Gandhi vs Union of India (1978) later
broadened “procedure established by law” to

* |InJune 2025, the Supreme Court of India, in

Dhanya M. vs State of Kerala (2025 INSC 809),
set aside a preventive detention order under
the Kerala Anti-Social Activities (Prevention)
Act, 2007 (KAAPA).

The Court reaffirmed that preventive
detention is an exceptional power to be
exercised only in rare circumstances and must
not be used as a substitute for criminal
prosecution or bail denial.

The ruling echoes earlier precedents like Rekha
vs State of Tamil Nadu (2011) and Banka Sneha
Sheela vs State of Telangana (2021),
emphasizing strict constitutional safeguards
under Article 22.

Despite judicial caution, preventive detention
remains widely used under central and state
laws such as the National Security Act (NSA),
Public Safety Acts, and KAAPA, often beyond

mean fair, just, and reasonable procedure, yet
preventive detention remained partially
insulated.

A.K. Roy vs Union of India (1982) reaffirmed the
validity of preventive detention laws despite
expanded due process interpretations.
Granville Austin and Gautam Bhatia have
described Article 22 as India’s “constitutional
aberration,” incompatible with modern
democratic liberty.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Enables the State to act pre-emptively during

grave threats to national security or public
order.

e Acts as a deterrent mechanism in cases of

organized crime, terrorism, or insurgency.

e Provides administrative flexibility in volatile

law-and-order situations.

their constitutional intent.

Key Points

e Preventive detention allows detention of an
individual without trial to prevent potential

future offences.

* Article 22(3)-(7) of the Constitution explicitly o
permits preventive detention, unlike most

liberal democracies.

Cons

based

e Violates Article 21 (personal liberty) and Article
19 (freedom of movement) by permitting
detention without trial.

e Judicial oversight is weak—detentions often

on subjective executive satisfaction.

Misuse against political dissenters and
protestors undermines democratic
accountability.



Advisory Boards (under Article 22(4)) lack
independence and substantive review power.
Creates a dual-track justice system — one for
ordinary citizens and another under preventive
detention.

Stakeholder Perspectives

Executive: Sees preventive detention as a
necessary tool for pre-emptive governance.
Judiciary: Recognizes its necessity but warns
against routine or arbitrary use.

Civil Society: Views preventive detention as an
anachronistic colonial relic.

Way Forward

Restrict scope of preventive detention strictly
to national security and terrorism-related
offences.

Statutory safeguards: Mandate judicial pre-
approval or periodic review of detention
orders.

Legislative reform: Introduce sunset clauses
for all preventive detention laws.
Transparency: Annual reporting to Parliament
on preventive detention data and reviews.
Judicial harmonization: Align Article 22
interpretation with the Maneka Gandhi due
process doctrine.

Human rights training for police and
magistrates to ensure constitutional
compliance.




An anchor for India-UK. ties, economic partnership

elations between India and the United
Kingdom witnessed a major stepup with
signing of the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) in July
2025, The of the Indian and UK Prime
Ministers this woek in Mumbai signaki a decp
comimitment on both sides 1o scabe up bikateral Harsha Vasdhan
relations and become frue partnens in progress, Agarwal

The visit of the British Prime Minister Keir s Prasident, the
Starmer will anchor India-U.K. tes in a period Fecheration of fadian
marked by shifting trade regimes, geopolitical Chambmr of
realignments and imensifying competition for
technebogy, capétal and talent.

Whille awaaiting rasifieasion, CETA is already
being joned as a strategic for the
bilateral relathonship, promising to expand trade,
irrvestrent and cooperation scross a spectrum of
sectors. The significance of Mr. Starmer's visit Bes

in consolidasing these commitments and in
situsting the partnership within a rapidly

Commantn afd
Indusiry (RCCT

India's Trade and Economic Parnership
Agreement (TEPA) with the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) came into effect. This is
Inglia’s first where market access is
explicidy tied to iImvestment commitments, with
EFTA countries phedging $100 billion of
irrvestrent over 15 years. Parallelly, negotiations
with the European Union, India's seeond largest
trading partrser in goods, with bilsteral wrade of
$136.5 billion in 2024-25, are advancing well.

The Britsh
Prime Minister's
Indlia visit will
srengrhen thes

Building on CETA

At the heart of the October discussions will be the
CETA. It ks expected to double bilateral
commerce by 2030. For India, the pact promises
lerwer tariifs on its exports — from textiles and
agriculnural goods o phammasceuticals - while the
LK. secures reduced duties on Scogch whisky,
mstomobiles and ather high-vahse exparts. More
importantly, the agreement signals a willingness

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

with: Inia
ACTOSE 3

spectrum
of sectors

nnllclhjldr:mhlﬂhdm:rh-!m with
broader strategic alignment.

Complementing the CETA is the Doubsle
Coptributions Comvention (DOC), which exempts

of Indian profiesshonaks in the UK.

from double social security contributions for up
1o three years. This will case mobality for skilled
workens

alongside the CETA, promise to boost the UK s
investments in India. The UK. is the sixth brgest
investor, acenunting for mearty 5% of India's
forekgn direct investment, and these inflows have
a potential 1o increase soross sectars, in
mamufacturing and services. Tariff climination on
2 Large numiber of , regulatory

CoopEration, :ndlil‘-m:mbl]lty pmuhomlhil
make cross-horder operations even

competitive and efficient Fnrlrihhnmwﬂﬂ
and UK. eompanies can heverage India a3 a hub
for production and global exports, Indian firms
stand io gain through technology partnerships,
adopeion of global standards and easier acoess o
Eurcpean markets.

Beyond commerce, strategic road maps
Mr. Starmer’s visit will also provide an
oppartunity to review progress under the Vision
2035 road map for India-ULK. relations. This
framework emvisages deeper cooperation in
defence, technology, climate action, education
and mobility. The Defence Industrial Road map,
urvedled in Juby, ks expected o feature
prominenly, with an emphasts on ol
development and co-production of

platfiorms.

Equally significant is the Technology Security
Initiative (TS0 bunched in 2024, which brings
teggether the National Security Advisers of the two
eountries to drive collabaration in sensitive

e Event: British Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s
visit to India (October 2025), following the

signing of the Comprehensive Economic and

Trade Agreement (CETA) in July 2025.

* Significance: Marks a decisive push to elevate

India—U.K. relations into a comprehensive
strategic and economic partnership.

e Backdrop:

o India’s expanding web of trade agreements

— including the Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement (TEPA) with the
European Free Trade Association (EFTA)
(effective October 1, 2025).

o Ongoing negotiations for an India-EU Free

Trade Agreement, with bilateral trade at
$136.5 billion in FY 2024-25.
o A changing global trade architecture

amidst geopolitical realignments, supply

chain diversification, and technological

competition.

Key Points

e CETA (Comprehensive Economic and Trade

Agreement):

o Signed in July 2025; pending ratification.

o Aims to double bilateral trade by 2030.
o |ndia’s benefits: Lower tariffs on textiles,
agri-products, and pharmaceuticals.

o U.K.s benefits: Reduced duties on Scotch
whisky, automobiles, and high-value goods.
o Focus on regulatory cooperation, supply

chain integration, and market access.

technologies - antificial inelligence, quantum
computing, semiconductors, critical minerals,
and advanced materials. This reflects the growing
mﬁmﬂmmkmmm}'m
are pow Inseparable.

Coaperation in challenging times
The true salience of My, Starmer’s visit lies in
timing and trajectory. The workd econcmy s
Fragmenting into regional trading blocs even as
glnhuln]mdukumbﬂmmxlumdm
resilience and security. The CETA provides an
opporiunity for both sides to enhance their
economic cooperation and comtribute 1o
Eronomic vth.

FFor Britain, India offers access to a vast and
growing market, opportunities for collaboration
in green finance and digital innovation, and a
geopolitical partner in the Indo-Pacific. For India,
the UK. relationship provides sdvanced

1038 Lifise oy s €coouirs of 4 (X generation
India:- UK. parinership: one that combines trade
liberalisation with joint imvestments in
sustainability: tarkl reductions with mobility
frameworks for tabent; and defence procusement
with co-development of critical technologies.

For Indian industry, this is an oppomunity o
highlight sectors where synergies can be rapidly
scabed — renewables, electric mobility, digial
fnance, aerospace and higher education. For
policymalkers, it is a moment to align regulatory
Trameworks, redhice barriers, and ensure that
CETA’s benefits are widely realised,

Ultimstely, Prime Mindster Narendra Modi and
Mér. Starmer will be looking 1o send a lxml that
transcends the bilateral. By deepening their
puvmsllp.lmwlln?k. K. can position
themselves not only as trusied econcemic partners
but also as eo-architects of a more resilient, open,
and technology-driven global order.

* Double Contributions
Convention (DCC):

o Exempts employers of Indian
professionals in the U.K. from
double social security
contributions for 3 years.

o Promotes ease of mobility
and reduces costs in service
sectors.

¢ Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT):

o Under negotiation; will
provide investment
protection and boost FDI
inflows.

o U.K. currently contributes
~5% of India’s total FDI,
making it the 6th largest
investor.

¢ Vision 2035 Road Map:
o Framework for cooperation in defence,
education, mobility, climate, and
technology.

Act, 1992.

o Includes Defence Industrial Roadmap (joint
development of platforms) and Technology
Security Initiative (TSI) (Al, quantum tech,
semiconductors, critical minerals).

e Strategic Dimension:

o Aligns with India’s Indo-Pacific strategy and
U.K.’s post-Brexit “Global Britain” vision.

o Enhances cooperation in green finance,
digital innovation, and resilient supply
chains.

Static Linkages
* |India’s foreign trade policy framework under
Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation)

¢ Bilateral trade agreements as instruments
under Article 253 of the Constitution
(implementation of international treaties).

e Make in India, Atmanirbhar Bharat, and
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes
promote FDI and manufacturing synergy.

¢ Defence cooperation aligns with Indo-U.K.
Defence Cooperation Memorandum (2015) and
Defence Production Policy, 2018.

* The concept of Free Trade Agreements (FTASs)
explained in NCERT Economics - Class XII,
Introductory Micro & Macro Economics.



Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enhances India’s export competitiveness in
high-value sectors.

Encourages technology transfer and industrial
diversification.

Strengthens strategic partnership amid global
power shifts.

Improves talent mobility and reduces cost
barriers for professionals.

Positions India as a manufacturing and
innovation hub for global markets.

Challenges

Ratification delays and possible political
resistance in both countries.

Non-tariff barriers (NTBs) and stringent rules
of origin may limit benefits.

Labour and environmental standards could
become contentious.

Need for regulatory harmonisation and IPR
alignment.

Risk of trade diversion affecting domestic
small-scale industries.

Way Forward

Fast-track ratification and ensure policy
continuity beyond political cycles.

Create a Joint Implementation Mechanism to
monitor CETA outcomes.

Align domestic standards with global
benchmarks to reduce NTBs.

Strengthen MSME participation through
technology and export support.

Build skill mobility frameworks integrated with
mutual recognition of qualifications.

Foster supply chain resilience through co-
investment in critical technologies and
logistics.




Vote of confidence

Bihar election will be a test case for the
neutrality and the efficiency of the ECI

ihar will vote in two phases, on Novem-
ber 6 and 11, to elect a new Assembly,
with counting on November 14. The Bi-
har Assembly election of 2025 is important not
only for political reasons but also for the reasons
of electoral integrity in India, which is facing a
crisis. The Election Commission of India (ECI) is
cognisant of the high stakes in Bihar, and for
good measure, the Chief Election Commissioner,
Gyanesh Kumar, described it as the ‘mother of all
elections’. The ECI also listed 17 measures, begin-
ning with Bihar, that could improve voter partici-
pation and public trust in the process. The aver-
age number of eligible voters in a polling station
will be 819, and the highest number of voters in a
booth will now be 1,200 compared to 1,500 ear-
lier. The ECI has also taken into account concerns
raised by political parties and other observers
about the electoral process. Counting of postal
ballots will be complete before the last two
rounds of Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) and
Voter-Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) count-
ing. If there is a mismatch between the Form 17C
and EVM data, and wherever mock poll data had
not been erased, the counting of VVPAT slips will
be mandatory. Among other measures are mo-
bile phone deposit facilities at polling stations,
and a one-stop digital platform named ECINet,
for real-time voter turnout updates. Surprising
turns in turnout data have been a matter of se-
rious concem in recent elections, and this mea-
sure could help clear the air. Live feed from all
booths will be available for monitoring purposes.
The Bihar election has gained a special nation-
al significance this time, with the ECI's abrupt an-
nouncement of a Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of the electoral rolls which began in June. The
ECI sees the process as a “purification™ of electo-
ral rolls, with plans to have it across the country.
In Bihar's final list, roughly 69 lakh names were
removed for reasons such as deaths, unproven ci-
tizenship, duplicate entries, or permanent migra-
tion to other States. Bihar will be critical for the
BJP, the Congress, the RJD and the JINU), with
each party hoping to turn a corner in their jour-
neys. The ruling National Democratic Alliance is
at the crossroads with an aging Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar who is completing nearly 20 years in
office. The BJP may want to formally take over the
alliance’s reins but it will have to gauge how this
might impact the social dynamics. For the Con-
gress, Bihar will be a test case of its key planks -
electoral integrity and social justice. All said, this
is one election in which the ECI has the highest
stakes, and all those invested in Indian democra-
cy hope to see it come out with flying colours.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Bihar Assembly polls on Nov 6 & 11, 2025;
counting on Nov 14.

ECI termed it the “mother of all elections.”

17 reform measures introduced to boost
transparency and trust.

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of rolls
removed ~69 lakh names (deaths, duplication,
migration, unverified citizenship).

Bihar is a political and institutional test case
for BJP, JD(U), Congress, RJD, and ECI.

Key Points

Polling Measures:
o Max voters per booth reduced to 1,200
(from 1,500); avg per station 819.
o Mobile phone deposit and live booth feeds
for transparency.

e Counting Protocols:
o Postal ballots first; EVM-VVPAT next.
o Mandatory VVPAT count if mismatch in
Form 17C or mock poll not erased.
e Tech Initiatives:

o ECINet - one-stop digital platform for real-

time turnout updates.

e Roll Purification:
o 69 lakh deletions under SIR; plan to extend
nationwide.

Static Linkages

e Art. 324 - ECI’s powers of superintendence,
direction, and control.

e RPA 1950 & 1951 - voter registration and
conduct of elections.

¢ Model Code of Conduct (MCC) - evolved by
consensus, not law.

e VVPAT use - mandated by SC (2013,
Subramanian Swamy case).

e EVM-VVPAT audit ratio: 5 booths per
constituency (as per SC, 2019).

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Greater transparency via ECINet & live feed.
e Reduced crowding improves accessibility.
* Roll purification curbs bogus voting.
e Boosts institutional credibility of ECI.
Challenges
¢ Risk of wrongful deletions.
e Operational delays in counting.
e Political distrust over impartiality.
* Privacy concerns with live monitoring.

Way Forward
¢ Legal backing for MCC.
e Collegium system for ECl appointments (2nd
ARC, Law Commission).
¢ Independent audits of electoral rolls.
e Wider VVPAT verification.
e Voter awareness and digital literacy drives.



Infinite boxes
The Chemistry Nobel laureates
established a new grammar of matter

t would not be an overstatement to say that
metal-organic frameworks (MOFs) have re-
defined what materials can do for society.
These porous crystalline structures are built
from metal ions coordinated to organic linker
molecules and offer gigantic amounts of internal
surface area. Their cavities can be tuned to trap
greenhouse gases, harvest drinking water from
air, and store hydrogen or methane as clean
fuels. As industries confront climate change and
scarce resources, MOFs exemplify chemistry’s
power to reimagine sustainability, atom by atom.
The roots of this year's Chemistry Nobel Prize,
awarded to the developers of MOFs, go back to
the 19805, when Richard Robson, then at the Un-
iversity of Melbourne, wondered whether molec-
ular architectures could be designed rather than
found. Inspired by a ball-and-stick model used
for teaching, he combined copper ions with an
organic molecule whose four ends bore nitrile
groups. Contrary to expectations, the ingredients
sell-assembled into an ordered, diamond-like
crystal loaded with empty cavities. Susumu Kita-
gawa, working in Japan, picked up on the same
spirit and made a breakthrough in 1997 when he
built a 3D framework of cobalt, nickel or zinc jons
linked by bipyridine molecules. When drained of
water, the framework remained intact, allowing
the gaps between its atoms to hold and release
gases as required. In 1998, he also proposed that
MOFs could be made of soft solids that “breathed
as other molecules moved in and out.
Meanwhile in the U.S., Omar Yaghi was dissa-
tisfied with the trial-and-error of conventional
reactions and pioneered reticular chemistry,
with which he assembled predetermined build-
ing blocks into ordered networks. His first frame-
works, reported in 1995, were robust two-dimen-
sional nets. By 1999 he unveiled MOF-S5, a
zinc-based cubic lattice with extraordinary stabil-
ity and surface area. A few grams contained the
internal area of an entire football field. His ap-
proach allowed entire families of related MOFs to
be designed systematically. Thus, Robson, Kitaga-
wa and Yaghi established a new grammar of mat-
ter that allowed others to create thousands of
MOFs, some of which moved from prototypes to
industrial reactors and semiconductor manufac-
turing lines. The road ahead is even more pro-
mising but also exacting. Researchers are still
working to make MOFs more durable in real-
world conditions and cheaper to produce at
scale. Integrating them into batteries and catalyt-
ic filters, for instance, requires engineering as
finely tuned as their chemistry. For all these
achievements, however, the vision honoured this
year transcends any single material. By showing
that chemistry can design empty space as pre-
cisely as solid matter, the laureates built room not
only for molecules but for imagination itself.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* Nobel Prize 2025 awarded to Richard Robson
(Australia), Susumu Kitagawa (Japan), and
Omar Yaghi (Jordan-U.S.).

* Honoured for developing Metal-Organic
Frameworks (MOFs) — porous crystalline
materials built from metal ions and organic
linkers.

* MOFs revolutionized gas storage, water
harvesting, and carbon capture, redefining
sustainable chemistry.

Key Points
e Structure: Metal ions = nodes; organic linkers =
bridges » 3D porous network.
e Surface area: A few grams = area of a football
field.
e Applications:
o CO; capture and storage.
o Water harvesting from air.

o Hydrogen/methane storage for clean
energy.
o Catalysis, drug delivery, semiconductor
manufacturing.
* Milestones:
o 1980s - Robson: first molecular
architectures.
o 1997 - Kitagawa: “breathing” MOFs retain
shape when gases move in/out.
o 1999 - Yaghi: MOF-5, robust cubic lattice;
pioneered reticular chemistry.
e Over 20,000 MOFs synthesized; Indian labs
(CSIR) exploring energy and water uses.

Static Linkages

e Based on coordination chemistry and surface
adsorption principles.

e Supports National Hydrogen Mission and SDG-
13 (Climate Action).

¢ Linked to circular economy and resource
efficiency (NITI Aayog Report 2023).

e Reinforces India’s STI Policy 2020 and National
Research Foundation goals.

Critical Analysis
Pros:
* Enables clean fuel storage and carbon capture.
e Boosts water access in dry regions.
* Encourages green industrial innovation.
Cons:
¢ High production costs and limited durability.
e Challenges in mass manufacturing.
¢ Needs stronger funding for materials research.
Stakeholders:
¢ Industry: Cost and scalability.
e Academia: Custom design and optimization.
* Policy Makers: Net-zero integration.

Way Forward

e Expand R&D via NRF and PM-STIAC Missions.

* Promote start-up collaborations under Atal
Innovation Mission.

* Integrate MOFs into carbon capture projects
(NAPCC).

e Skill training in advanced materials.

e Strengthen global research partnerships
(Mission Innovation, CEM).



‘The Pete Hegseth Show

US Secretary of War still hasn't figured it out:
His officeisn'ta TV studio

Mano] K CHANNAN

THE ONCE-SACROSANCT balance between
America's military establishrment and its cvil-
ian political leadership seemns tobe breaking
downumder the weight of populism, inseos-
rity, and narcissism.

Whn the Secretary of Defence, or as he
niow calls himself, the “Secretary of War®, is
more focused on television theatrics than
strateqy. it sends a disturbing signaltothe of-
ficer corps, adversanies, and allies alike, That
& what former Manine combat aviator Army
MicGrath shasply highlighted when she chal-
lerged Pete Hegseth and Donald Trump's

bizame spectacle at Quantico. Her waords res-
cmate deeply, not because they wene partisan,
st because they were rooted in professional
imtesgrity, a virtue notabdy absent from the our-
rent group of political appointess, whoseem
meone intenested in acting out their “warmior
Eantasies™ onnational tedevisionthan in lead-
mwmllmm:hmlm
A bhestering Secretary of War berated gen-
erals and admirals in front of television cam-
eras, evoldngthe image of a coust-mastial com-
bined with a talk show, except the sccused
e e very custiodians of Amernican security.

Hegseth's shift from cable news commen-
tator ey the Pentagoss top enalian office ilkus-
trates what happens when populism dis-
places professionalism. The American
military, despite its internal politics and bu-
reaucratic complexities, haslong taken pride
in the clarity of it warrior ethos andthe com-
petence o its command structure., That un-
derstanding between political autherity and

wides gusdance, and the soldier achieves re-
sults within kawful limits. But at Quantico,
those boundares were erased.

Hegseth's speech, filled with talk abouwt
“male standards, “firing fat soldiers™, and
“ending wodke cultune™, revealed mone about
hisinsecurities than hisunderstanding of the
military profission, For someons whese bat-
Ehefield experience maindyinwobeed serving as
a Mational Guand officer and discussing it on
telewision, his attempt 1o impose his idea of
“discipline” onthe professionals whoactually
oecite war plans was dmest comical.

The secretany’s obsession with enforcing
“male standards™ reveals a profound misun-
derstanding of modem warlare, Tody's con-

Hegscth's speech, filled with
talk about "‘male standards’,
“firing fat soldiers’, and
‘ending woke culture’,
revealed more about his
insecurities than his
understanding of the
military profession. For
someone whose battlefield
experience mainly involved
serving as a National Guard
officer and discussing it on
television, his attempt to

impose his idea of ‘discipling’

on the professionals who
actually execute war plans
was almost comical.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* U.S. Secretary of Defence Pete Hegseth, called
himself “Secretary of War,” publicly rebuked

Micts are no longer about brute strength or
pinysical size. Cyber warfare, drone operations,
inkelligence analysis, and precisson strikes de-
jperd on intellect, discipline, and training. not
tesipsterone, Reducing combat effectivensss
1o gender or waistline isnot only outdated bat

Deelieve: That Amenca’s militany urity i break-
ingg o amid ingernal cultural conflicts,

A central doctrine in any functioning
dermncracy is the principle of cvilian control
aver the military. However, this assumes that
civillan leaders understand the (nstitutions
they oversee. Efective political oversight re-
quires strategic vision, not sensationalism.
Hegseth's grandstanding and Trump's ingo-
herent ramibling before senior officers served
nesther goal Instead, they humiliated adisc-
plinexd fraternity that thrives on respect. mu-
tual trust, and professionalicm.

Leadership competence in this environ-
ment isessential |t should serve as the foun-
dationof national restisence. The world s wit-
NELSIng 2 signili:ammrdtringul'slobal

m,mamﬁcnmurddp'uﬁgiﬁeime

liberate effoet io reshape the nules of interna-

tional interaction, weaken Westermn domi-

nance infechnolagy. and offer an altemative
toWestem

tForthelnsted  ical adversariesin

States o respond efectividy it needsa profes-
sional, empowered, and politically insulated
military leadership that is free 1o think, plan,
and act inaccordance with strategic realities,
ot politieal illusions.

Hegseth's pampoas display a1 Quantico
has the opposite effect. It signals division
when unity is most needed. It indicates 1o
every strategic partner, from London to
Tolkyo, that defence policy is hostage 1o pop-
ulist moods, It also provides adversanies with
valuable propaganda material: Images of
generals being publicly scolded by politicians
who Lack the gravitas and respect to handle
the tools of war responsably.

The Trump-Hegseth diso has tumed war-
fare into.an extension of political branding.
“Winning™ nolonger signifies arategic advan-
tage; i signifiesapplause. “Strength™nolonger
signifies capability: it skgnifies confiormity. The
greatestdanger & not Hegseh's ignorance of

millitary standards but his ability to enforce
that ignorance through executive authority.
‘When mediomty is aceflence
quiethy retreats — the same quietdismay seen

among those generals af Quantion. «

The silence of the generals in the Quantico
audienoe vwas not due to oowardics; it wasa
matter of discipline, They endured humdia-
tion rather than politicising their uniforms.
Butsilence has its lirnits Whenmilitary ethics
are consistently mocked and operational co-
herence iserded by political posturing. the
instittion faces a corisis of legitimacy, Soldiers
«cannot fight for a hierarchy they donot re-
spect Morcan the world respect a superpower
‘whose soldiers are foroed to sit through lec-
tures on body weight and gender while rival
nations dwluymrpemm:wtapwsand

m warfare

I Trump and Hegseth wish to transfom
the Department of Defenice intoa
of War™, they should first understand what
wars are really about. Wiars are ot tebevision
segrnents. They ane the result of national pey-
chedogy, instinstional strength, and strategic
purpose, The dangensais irony i that while

preaches about eliminating weakness,
T and i rrentoremibody i Thetr inabiliny o
service from submissiveness, disci-

pline from ohedience, and leadership from
domination is precisely what allows geopolit-

Static Linkages

memuim}a“‘m*'a‘“;'Zﬂ““m“ e Checks and balances prevent
tions wat 5 un .

amordsetmconen e cOncentration of power.

tions.are profound Aditracted demonlised,

and politictsed Pentagon weakers not anby LS
command capabality but also the credibaliny
of deterrence itself. In a workd defined by co-
encive diplomacy, energy warfare, and grey-
zone conflicts, credibility is the ultimate
weapon, and it is being squandered at an
alarming pace.

Imva tirmse wihven the world is polarised be-
tween authonitanian assenmveness and dem-
ocTatic uncertainty, a nation’s strength de-
peemis ot on how boud by its beadiers speake but
on by wisedy they bead, Wisdom in malitary
aﬂ'a'lsb:m'ns with humility, a trait that people
ik Hiesgseth havee et o muaster.

The writer, o retined lieutenani colonel,
Eadefenceanayst

Critical Analysis

Pros:

Armed forces must remain
subordinate to civilian
authority.

Professional ethics: neutrality,
integrity, restraint.
Institutional decay weakens
national resilience.

e Sparks debate on depoliticising defence

institutions.

generals at Quantico alongside Donald Trump.
Remarks focused on “male standards,” ending
woke culture, and firing fat soldiers”, triggering
criticism from veterans like Amy McGrath.
Raises concerns about politicisation of military
institutions and erosion of professional norms.
Allies including India, Japan, Israel view it as a
threat to strategic credibility.

Key Points

Civilian control over military is a core
democratic principle.

Quantico incident reflects blurring of civilian
authority and military professionalism.
Modern warfare requires intellect, strategy,
and training, not brute strength or gender-
based measures.

Adversaries like China and Russia may exploit
perceived U.S. institutional fractures.
Historical context: National Security Act (1947)
institutionalised clear civil-military
boundaries.

¢ Lessons for allies to strengthen civil-military
frameworks.
Cons:
* Weakens trust between political and military
leadership.
* Reduces deterrence credibility and
operational coherence.
e Humiliation of officers undermines morale and
discipline.
Ethical angle:
¢ Violates principles of prudence, integrity, and
service ethos.

Way Forward

¢ Reinforce civilian control with respect for
military professionalism.

¢ Introduce ethical codes for political
appointees in defence.

e Strengthen parliamentary oversight of defence
policy.

e Promote strategic education for civilian and
military leaders.

e Base alliances on institutional trust, not
personalities.



MISREADING A VERDICT

SC's stay on some clauses of the Wagf (Amendment) Act is not enough

ANMOL JAIN
ARECENT EDITORIAL in this newspaper( A - DEAR EDITOR, )
- oo e 1 1 DISAGREE
(Amendment) Act, 2025, It laudsd‘lecom'l’s A column inwhick
tothe g To"pay scrup atten- mm“ﬂ'l“s
due process™ re- why, when they differ

ligious impaortance. with the editorial

However, the interim order sends a very Py
different message. The Court has largely Poslﬂonsur::ws
cleared the government's proposed scheme o

et jon ofwagf properties and “The Indian Express’

has not restrained its implementation to any
extent. The few stays ordered must be read
withnuance and in light of their actualimpli-
cations. Whilethe stays may appear tobe small
victories forthe penmmmreal]mﬂmem
almost nothing, i towhat

without scrutiny. Once adopted, they could

pave the way for the successful implementa-
npno!ﬂnaqwnd.nwmmd_lq@rw_enmnf

ing the final hea;nz Once we go beyond the
much-celebrated “stays”, the questionof wiy
meCoundjd not consider nmyol'mgmm

arbitrary becomes important.

First, the “prospective™ remowval of the con-
cept of wagf by user. There is a legitimate de-
bate over the govemment's power to recog-
nise and derecognise wagfs, and itsimpact on
citizens’ right to freely practice their religion.

But this could enly be addressed at the stage
omhrmlhwmg\n\matmusthmrmnud
the Court i how-

status ofthe waq!wh:]emeummled in-

Court has left

afmewaqﬂmmewhm'\sofmemme
Beyond th

ever, was the d o the regi
provision that arbitrarily curtails citizens
rights. While the Solicitor General noted that
Fr!ec_tmcepmfwaquyuwwwlld be abol

idual provi-
sions of the Amendment, there are also con-
cemsabout the way the Court approached the
case. A reading oftheorders}wws :monlng

that,at times,

36(4). read with section 36(1A)inanauo(leg
islative sleight, mandates that each registra-
tion application must include a wagf deed,
which Lsahscntmmeusesofwaquyuser
This EVEryY unregis-

As experienced in the cases
over the CAA, the law on
the appointments of
election commissioners,
and electoral bonds, judicial
delay often ends up

supporting questionabl

wredwaqfwuswappqung retrospectively”,
Second, sm‘lun SCalltmsmed.eremgm
tionof: evenifregistered by

the government and recorded by the goves
ment-formed State Waql Boards, if it is later
identified as governmental property. This
raises serious questions about the govern-
ment’s accountability for properties it regis-
tered earlier after following its due processes.
‘The Court remains blind to this concemn.
‘Third, while the interim order did reintro-

governmental action in the
interim. Even a favourable
ruling later may provide
litdle relief to those

already affected.

in the adjudication process,
the appointment process of the three-mem-
belmbunal lscommlled by the executive. It

criticisms of

would bei

m-  toral bonds, judicial delay often ends up sup-

withthe govemment'sclaims mpmd&sfact
and folded into the Court's rationale.

Finally, as the government’s scheme re-
mains operamnalundermeCom'smmm

approval th

befm'ethe I‘rul_]udgmenr. Asexpenewzd in
the casesover the CAA, the Law on the appoint-
ments of election commissioners, and elec-

pnlting quﬂionable gmmmml actionin

nuy

provid
}'onhesem lmsaxmmrhtheedn
torial There are far maore reasons to be critical
ofthe Court'sorder thanto adopt acelebratory
tone, as the order effectively enables the gov-
ernment’s wagl scheme while projecting the
appearance of restraint.

The writer teaches law at Jindal Global
Lo Gl e 302324 Foe

Foreigners Tribunals — their
pointed by theexecutive — ﬁwndmnq.lar
ters. Additionally, by directing a freeze on the

Internetional Fellow at Yale University
and Melbourne Law Schoal

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

SCissued an interim order on Waqgf
(Amendment) Act, 2025 amid petitions
challenging certain provisions.

The Act aims to regulate Waqf properties,
including registration and management.
Media praised the Court, but the order largely
allows government scheme to continue, with
minor stays for petitioners.

Key Points

Retrospective Derecognition: Section 36(4)
affects unregistered Waqf by user, effectively
derecognising them.

Government Derecognition Powers: Section 3C
allows derecognition of Waqgf properties, even
if registered by State Waqf Boards.

Tribunal Mechanism: Tribunal reinstated, but
appointments controlled by executive, risking
independence.

Interim Order Implications: Minor stays; most
provisions continue, similar to CAA and
electoral bond cases.

Judicial Reasoning: Some reasoning seems
based on government claims, not independent
scrutiny.

Static Linkages

Articles 25 & 26 - Freedom of religion and
management of religious affairs.

Waqf Act, 1995 - Original legal framework for
Waqf Boards.

Doctrine of Judicial Review & Article 142 -
Courts’ powers to issue interim orders.

Critical Analysis
Pros:
e Some protection for Waqf properties during
tribunal inquiry.
e Signals limited judicial oversight.
Cons:
¢ Most amendment provisions allowed; minor
stays are symbolic.
e Executive controls tribunal appointments -»
risk to independence.
* Retrospective effect on Waqgf by user »
potential violation of religious freedom.
* |nterim order may normalize executive
overreach.
Stakeholders:
e Government: Facilitates proper regulation.
e Minority communities: Fear loss of
unregistered Wagfs.

e Judiciary: Balances urgent regulation vs. rights

protection.

Way Forward
e Scrutinize all provisions in final hearing.
e Ensure independent tribunal appointments.
e Develop transparent deregistration and
registration guidelines.
e Strengthen legal awareness among Waqf
beneficiaries.



STRATEGIC AUTONOMY

Minister Jaishankar underlines its objective: Touse relations
withall major powers to accelerate India’s rise
NACOUPLE of speeches thisweek on Delhi's diplomatic challenges, External Affairs
Minister 5 Jaishankar elaborated on several essential concepts that are being de-
bated amid a sense of greater uncertainty in Indm 5 fm'!srl polu:y thanks to the

mew difficulties inties with the US, Jaishan define India's rmuch-vaunted
“stralegie autonornty” not a8 an abstract ambition of as an end in itsell He sees it asa prag-
matic methodobogy for India® nt with the major po atatime of significant

change inthe inter-se relations of the LS, Europe, Russia, and China, He reminds us that Delhi

did not align with amy one power even when Indiawas much weaker inthe early decades

after Independence. As India has become stronger, its emphasis on seeking freedom of

choice is not a slogan but intrinsic toits great power relations, He insists that the objective

urma[cglcaumm'lylsmusu ith all the major p accelerate India's rise
geas an imp poleinthein ional system.

Jaishankar underlines that strategic autonomy is not automatic. Itis inked deeply to
Lnd:a‘sadapubchryandmsuhmm He argues that *handling change continuously. .. means
you keep ing, keepadjusting. keep recalculating, .. and you
can'tdo that .rwu are tied to somebody else”, Put simply, the methodology of strategic
autonomy depends on active and dynamic assessment of the external envirenment.
Jaishankar cautions against conflating strategic autonomy with indecision. In the recent
past, India had often paralysed itself in addressing the new strategic opportunities.
According to Jaishankar, the more fractured th becomes, the stronger the case for
strategic autonomy — India must avoid “sitting on the fence™, but also resist being co-
erced into taking sides simply for the sake of alignment.

Jaishankar addressed the growing concerm in foreign policy crcles about the emerg-
ing “re-hyphenation” with Pakistan. Over the last two decades, India had suceessfully sep-
arated itself from the Pakistan factor, The unanticipated warmth between the Trump
Administration and Pakistan in the last few weeks, and the LIS President’s claims about
brokering peace between India and Pakistan in the four-day conflict in May, have been at
the source of this anxiety, Jaishankar underlines the importance of crafting foreign policy
without being boxed in by adversarial neighbours or externally imposed equivalences.
Citing historical comparisons made between India and Pakistan in the 19705, he notes that
such equivalences have dissipated primarily thanks to India's growth and international
salience. As he put it, “The best way of de-hyphenation is to outstrip the other party in
termsof power and capability™With Indi sty noww 10t than Pakistan's,
any talk of hyphenation is meaningless. Yet it is the Pakistan obsessionof the ruling party
— including the politicisation of cricket matches — that is producing Delhi's self-induced
hyphenation with Islamabad. The drumbeat of anti-Pakistan rhetoric in Delhi signals a
lack of political self-assurance, and worse still, it provides political oxygen at home and
abroad to an army-led government that captured power through a rigged election in
Islamabad. Separating the Pakistan policy from the domestic political calculus of the rul-
ing party is the best guarantor of preventing India's re-hyphenation with Pakistan.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e EAM S. Jaishankar highlighted India’s strategic
autonomy amid global uncertainties and
evolving US-Europe-Russia-China relations.

e Concerns arise over potential re-hyphenation
with Pakistan due to domestic political rhetoric
and recent US-Pakistan engagements.

¢ [ndia has historically maintained independent
foreign policy even during weaker post-
Independence decades.

Key Points

e Strategic Autonomy: Pragmatic engagement
with all major powers, not alignment with any
single one.

* Objective: Accelerate India’s rise and establish
it as a key global pole.

* Adaptability: Requires continuous assessment,
recalibration, and flexibility in foreign policy.

* Decisive Action: Avoid paralysis; autonomy #
indecision.

e Pakistan Policy: India’s superior economic and
military strength (GDP =~ 10x Pakistan) reduces
relevance of forced equivalences.

e Domestic Politics: Anti-Pakistan rhetoric risks
undermining strategic autonomy.

Static Linkages
* Non-alignment and independent foreign policy
tradition.
e |ndia-Pakistan historical conflicts (1971 war,
Kargil 1999).

e Article 51 of the Constitution — promotion of
international peace and security.

e MEA’s role in foreign policy formulation.

e |ndia’s GDP growth and global economic status
(World Bank, 2024).

Critical Analysis
Pros:
e Enhances India’s flexibility and bargaining
power.
e Strengthens global credibility and influence.
* Reduces dependence on any single country.
Challenges:
* Requires strong diplomatic capacity and
continuous recalibration.
* Domestic political narratives may undermine
credibility.
e Balancing US-China-Russia relations is
complex.

Way Forward

* Strengthen institutional capacity for dynamic
foreign policy.

* Separate domestic politics from foreign policy
decisions.

* |nvest in economic and military capabilities.

* Promote multilateral engagement to enhance
global stature.



