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Eight States with international borders, 0.13% of exports -

hen L5, President Donald Trump

sigreed off on an additional 25%

tariffs on imponts from India in

Augast 2025, citing trade deficies,
the buying of Russian crade, and retaliatory

New Delhi with its usual

e
dlulwun'arhd mmmm The

struck,
Irhduahlnrbrd.oﬁ‘hlmmmed itas
another episode in bilateral curbulence. But these
tariffs cut slong faalt lines that run inside the
coantry, not just between two capitals. What chey
expose is not just 3 trade imbalance but ako a
deeper spatial imbalance that Mew Delhi has long
refissed 1o reckon with.

India’s export economy is heavily centralised.
The four States of Gujars:, Maharashra, Tamil
Madu, and Karnataka scoount for mone than 70%
of all merchandise exports, For Gujarat alone, it is
Mmﬂdsmm:mkmm

pop
States, Untar Pradesh, Bihar, and Madhya
Pradesh, remain on the margins, with barely 5%
of the country's outhound trade between them.

A mar of the

Then there ks the norheass, whose place in
Iridn‘;tmruruwumammlbydtm
Eight States, with over 5,400 kilomsetres of
mm-mxmal'bnrdm mtfrxjustmzknf

In shaping policy. Instead, what exists ks a
security apparatus calibrated for
counterinsurgency and surveillance, Trade has
mever been part of the mandate.
Tie northeast remains
bed i the instinations that shape

Indlia’s ecomaomic futune. Mot a single member of
the Prime Minister s Economic Advisory Council
hails froam the reghon, The Board of Trade, tasked
with steering India’s export strategy, has no
substantive vobee from Mizoram, Tripara, of
Arumachal Pradesh. Schemes such as Remission
of Duthes and Taxes on Exported Products
(RolTEF) and the Production-Linked Incentive
(PLID are rolled out with fanfare in industrial belts
stresching from Gugjarat to Tamil Nadu. But the
hills and the valleys of the northesst ane beft 10
navigate gobal markets without infrastructune,
without logistics, and without instinutional
leverage. This is not mere bureaucratic oversight.
It b5 a cold calculstion that the region can be

symbolically embraced, yet economically
arphaned. As recently a8 2024, the Difectorate

Gemneral of Fi Trade's strategic export plan
hada?paw%ammmnmhe

northeast’s corridars, The omission was not
protested. It was simply ascumed.

In Assam, the tea econamy is fraying. Prices
stagnate, labour shortages persist, and estates are
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India s
negotiating
global trade
whik

key geographies
such as the
northeast that
could anchor a
cohesive
COONOMY

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Headline / Context

* In August 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump

stretched thin. A 25% tari hike in key western
marioets threatens to push margins below
viability, "We're holding on with fingertips.” said
a Dibrugarh planter who oversees over 500
workers, “If the US [United States] and EL
EEwM]Mwlmmhﬂ
tostan scaling back operations immediaey”
The region accounts for more than half of
Inclian’s eotal tea output, but almost none of the
highalse pa-:hqmg ar branding. The bulk is still
CTC-grade, sold in auctions, exposed o every

belt and the Dooars. Wages. are flatlining. Inputs
are thinning. The next to go will be jobs.

Ar Numaligarh, the refinery runs ke a nervous
artery through Assam’s enengy spine. Most of its
crude still comes from 0 Indis and Of and
Matural Gas Corporation Limited fields neartry,
brut that s changing. The expansion to nine
million metric onnes per anmm means that i
mwmmwﬂw and,

mumdnfuhmw
tariff play, framed partly as a response to India’s
Russian . casts & bong shadow here. if
mmmammmﬂmwmlm
lanes tighten, it will ot show up in

Northeast Context: Historically, the
northeast has been seen as a
“strategic region” rather than an
economic engine. Insurgency
management, border security, and
connectivity issues have
overshadowed trade development.
India-U.S. Trade Relations: The U.S.
has frequently cited trade deficits,
retaliatory measures, and
geopolitical alignments (e.g., India’s
Russian crude imports) in tariff

another, electronics o semiconduciorns, textiles
to pharma. Geography is not a part of the
equation. The assumption i fooed - trade fiows
through the same corridors that served colomial
pnrumpm ndependence incustrial clussers.

The northeast remalns outshde that frame, not by
oversight, but by design.

Asia‘s moves, India's inertia
Ascmcmmhmmﬂmnhm:
Myanmar through

enilitia alliances and ag;:mﬂ HIMN
Footprint, Indhmmmmr?#mﬁerhs
Aanks. The India-MyanmarThailand Trilateral
Ilhgtm:y Mhellm:t\!l:l’l‘h.munhlws

B0t cross, bonder forces do. .\mmnmtm
is reduced to patrols, borderlands do not stay
sailll; they drift ioward disorder.

What is required is not reirvention but hasic
stabe function. Trade runs on roads, not rhetoric.

pissing.
infrastructure is sporadic, and policy presence is
thinner still. New Delhd may ink a free trade
wwnsmmmm
ut the substance of

balance sheets. It will be Golaghat that will
ahisddir.

and alive with exchange, the border now spealks
in sibence.

Ilmlwmmlymlhrsﬂmn
Corridar. The northeast remains unintegrated in
bath design and delivery. India effectively
negotiates ghobal trade while ignoring the
geographies that could anchor it

By wreating hir. Trump's tariffs as a passing
Irricant, India sidesteps the deeper strucrural
Exult - jts trade economy s spatially lopsided.
flood in Gujarat o a labour strike in Tamil Nadu
s encusgh to choloe the national pipeline. That is
mldkperﬂoﬂ itis dependence. The global

decisions.

>

Significance / Importance
¢ Economic: Highlights the over-

India’s two principal gateways 1o

Supply chains are in

Zokhawthar im Mizoram and Moreh in Mandpus,
Harve withered into skeletal ouposts. Once central
oo Act Exst dreams, they now function mone a5
securitised bottlensecks than trade hubs.
Infrastructure remains performative = roads exist
on paper, customs offices are underdafied, and
mmmrxmmmmwurm The
of the Free Movement Regime in
was the final blow, mmmmmm
kinship, daily life and the interwoven economies
of the hills.

Surveillance replaced commerce. These are no
langer corridors of trade but comtasnment grids,
structuzed by counserinsusgency bogic rather
than market demand. Where goods do not move,
trodps o, And as infrastructure decays, these
tovams slide from economic relevance into
strategic emptiness, mapped not for connectivity
bt fior comerol. The border is open only to the
kdea of chosure.
northeast was once mapped as indias

region, a bridge to the Association of
Scusheast Asian Nations. The bridge never left the
drawing board. In policy circles., trade resilience
now means shifting from one product category 1o

imposed an additional 25% tariff on Indian

imports, citing trade imbalances and India’s

purchase of Russian crude. While the

immediate diplomatic response from India was

restrained, the tariffs exposed deeper

structural and spatial imbalances within India’s
export economy, particularly marginalising the

northeast and certain interior states.

Background / Static Linkage

e Economic Geography: India’s export economy

is heavily concentrated in a few states—
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and
Karnataka—reflecting historical
industrialisation patterns, colonial trade
routes, and post-independence policy

incentives.

e Trade Policy & Institutions: India operates

schemes like RoODTEP (Remission of Duties and

Taxes on Exported Products) and PLI
(Production-Linked Incentive) to boost
exports. Institutions such as the Board of
Trade and the Prime Minister’s Economic
Advisory Council shape national export

strategies.

reliance on a few industrial
corridors; shocks in these regions
can disrupt national exports.
Regional Development: Exposes
the marginalisation of states like
Bihar, UP, Madhya Pradesh, and the
northeast in India’s economic
growth narrative.

motion. dumampwmmgapm] Southeast
Asia is building alernative corridors. India claims
a ol in the Indo-Pacific equation, bat s export
architecture still rests on a few coastal enclaves,
Sarategic talk rings hollow when the eastern
Frontier remains disconnected from the
COMIEROR M.

A state cannod claim regional eft while i
eastern flank remalns brirtle. The °
nontheast has never asked for slogans. It requines
thee meindmsusm gramamr of statecraft: roads that
reach markets, policies that recognise geography,
and governance that sees beyond electoral math.
For decades, the region has been 1obd o wait
through insurgenches, ceasefires, and empey
podicy acromyms. But the world is moving. Trade
disruptions are more Frequent. Corridors are:
shiffting. And delay now resembles design.

Mo singhe tarif] will break India, bist repeated
regional omissions erode the idea of 2 cobesive
econany. This is not a call for retaliation. It is a
demand wo reframe resilience, not as a
concentration of strength, but as the ability 1o
absorh shocks from every part of the map. Until
then, the blind spot stays intact.

e Strategic / Geopolitical: With the northeast
largely unintegrated economically, India’s Act
East Policy and its role in the Indo-Pacific
strategy face structural limitations.

e Social Impact: Communities dependent on tea,
crude, and local industries in Assam and the
northeast risk employment losses due to trade
disruptions.

Critical Analysis
Pros / Opportunities

e Opportunity to rethink spatial economic
policies and decentralise export-led growth.

e Potential to develop northeast trade corridors,
linking India to ASEAN via Myanmar and
Thailand.

e Strengthening infrastructure and logistics can
increase resilience to global shocks, reducing
over-dependence on Gujarat or Tamil Nadu.

Cons / Challenges

e Structural neglect of interior and northeastern
states creates economic vulnerability and
regional inequality.

e Tradeinfrastructure in the northeast is
underdeveloped; roads, cold chains, and
customs facilities are inadequate.

e Tariff shocks directly impact fragile industries,
e.g., Assam’s tea and Numaligarh refinery’s
crude supply chain.




Geopolitical risks: Chinese investments in
northern Myanmar may further erode India’s
regional leverage.

Debates / Contradictions

While India promotes a ‘Make in India’ and
export-led growth’ narrative, the benefits are
geographically concentrated.
Security-centric policies in border regions
prioritize surveillance over economic
integration, conflicting with trade and
development goals.

Political narratives emphasize national
resilience, but practical trade resilience
requires regional economic dispersal.

Government / International Measures

RoDTEP & PLI: Focused on industrial clusters in
western and southern states; northeast largely
excluded.

India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway:
Intended to boost Act East Policy; incomplete
and underperforming.

Board of Trade & PM Economic Advisory
Council: Lack regional representation from
northeast states.

Bilateral & Multilateral Trade Engagements:
India-US trade relations, FTAs with other
nations, largely benefit already-industrialised
states.

Way Forward / Recommendations

Infrastructure Development: Build ports, cold
chains, roads, and logistics hubs in northeast
and interior states.

Institutional Inclusion: Include regional voices
in economic advisory bodies and export policy
planning.

Diversification of Exports: Encourage high-value
local industries (e.g., tea branding, agro-
processing, tourism-linked exports).

Strategic Economic Integration: Align Act East
Policy and national export strategy with
regional development.

Policy Synchronisation: Trade policy must
consider geopolitical, social, and environmental
dimensions alongside economic efficiency.

Prelims Pointers

Major Export States: Gujarat (~33%),
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka (~70% of
total exports).

Neglected Regions: Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh (~5% exports); Northeast
(0.13% exports).

Key Schemes: RoDTEP, PLI.

Trade Corridors: India-Myanmar-Thailand
Trilateral Highway, Siliguri Corridor.
Important Institutions: Board of Trade, PM
Economic Advisory Council, DGFT.
Commodities at Risk: Tea (Assam), Crude
(Numaligarh refinery), Electronics & Textiles in
western hubs.



The Saudi-Pakistan deal upends India’s strategic thought

he announcement by Pakistan and Saudi

Arabia of the conchusion of a Strategic

Mutual Defence Agreement has,
expectedly, rankled nerves in New Delhi. In the
statemment's text, the part which sxys “any
aggression against either country shall be
conskdered

two countries sinoe 1971, However, an aim 1o
internationally quarantine Pakistan has fallen
short. The Saudi-Pakistan deal is another feather
in Ilamabad's cap since then.

In May, as Operation Sindoor was launched o
militarily tanget terrorkst camps inside
diplomats from Saudi Arabia and tran were in

mmmmnm:mmammmupnmm
had rushed back o India due to the terror strike,
Saudi Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Aded
al-Jubeir anrived soon after 1o meet External
Affairs Minister 5. Jaishankar, But Mr, Adel
al-Jubeir's meeting at the Prime Minisers Office
nurmed heads, and while both sides remained
tight-Epped, Riyadh, in all lkelibood, wed 1o
diffuse an escalating siuation.

Linked to geopolitical
Beyomd South Asia, the events above afe abso a
window into the geopolitical fracas unravelling on
mushiiple fronts in West Asta ever since the terror
attack by Hamas against leracl, in Octiober 2023,
which has pushed a reorienting of strategic
calculation across the wider region. Fast forward
1o September, and the Riyadh-liamabad

it b b but has wider
g

2

Eabir Tancj

i Deputy Director wed
Felluw, Strategic
Studees Programeme,
Dtnerver Rewearch
Foundation

The Riyadh-
Iskamahad
agreement is
i
downplayed bu
s one that has
wider
geopolitical
reverberations

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context & Key Development:

e Pakistan and Saudi Arabia signed a Strategic

Insilian interests are peripheral for Riyadh, bt
fior Pakistan, this deal kill rwo binds with one
stone. It rekindles lost sheen with the Kingdom
and challenges New Delhi's security concerns
simiultaneoisly.

The pact s also a retarn to nonmal for what
was a strained time between the Kingdom and
Pakistan, the lslamic world's only nudear

mlllhln Yemen. For decades, the Smdis have
Pakistani military, with its extensive
miwrﬂﬂwm in warfare - most of which
has come againss India — as the best force to
mﬂmlhmndunﬂbrmudrrghna]
. Moreover, with the United Stabes

i I viewed as an unreliable
mmmmwm Rivadh is back
shopping in bis iraditional stomping grounds. For
Islamabad, the nudlear hle is onoe again
delivering dividends, albeit mare as 2 maner of
chance than design. Nonetheless, i effeciiveness
has been cn display from Washingion e Riyadh,

Reports in the western press have siggested
that this deal had been in the making for around
three years. In a statemnent, Encia’s Ministry of
Exterrial Affairs sadd tht it had been sware that
such an agreement was under consideration
between the two coantries. For long. Pakistan,
the: ondy Iskamic country in the world with
muchear weapons, has been touted as a

and Eran, and both taking wrns v launch
‘weapons at (atar, hos further ratsed the stakes,

The fundamentals are solid
Beyond the surface, however, the Saudi-Fakistan
pact is representative of muliple chamges taking
in the international order. First and
erermast, there i a fabe undersanding of Indiys

baulging cutreach 1o Wiest Asks that an institutional
wedge can be installed between Islamabad and

peinciples.
sauha.m!?ﬁmn\m it is a further
arcund Sunnism, The

strengtiening
fandamentals of this relationship ane
unbreakable. Second, Mkwdnslm
strategic sutonoany,

, nsltipolarity, and
muhialignament, ﬂl:l:!rdl'ntﬂgm policy aimes and
theories India wishes 1o implemert as its core
tenets to become a major power, This bl ni ks

wmfnibﬂs.and.om. Mm]?;:.l[
major parner states on the opposite end of
Indian strategic interests,

The message for India

The challenge raised by the Saodi-Pakistan
formalisatbon for Mgnmllryo\fh'ulmdc
‘bomb', a term colned by the Pakistand press in
the easly 1980, may ot be Ermense, but i a
trailer of how the geopolitical chessboard is being
stacked. It also represents a cone challenge for
India, that s risk-averse st

thought and the slow pace at which this is
«changing. are increasingly detached from
prevailing realities. The Indian leadership needs
toonboard risks that come with both the

«chosen path and there is an adoption of an
Idealisthc view of playing the role of “chiel pacifis®
chakeholds strategic chaices.

The world is being re-shaped and will not wait
fior what India believes is going to be Sits time™.
The Saudi-Pakistan pact ks [slamabad - and more
specifically the Pakistan Army - using disruptions
and crevasses in the global and Weestern ander, 1o
its merit. Another opportunity 1o reshape how
the world functions may not return this cenmury.

1t s now when Indian calculations need 1o be
right and it needs 1o sct with resalve.

Implications for India:

Mutual Defence Agreement, stipulating: “any
aggression against either country shall be
considered an aggression against both.”

* This move has heightened security concerns
for India, especially given recent tensions with
Pakistan following the April 2025 Pahalgam

terror attack and subsequent Operation

Sindoor.

Background:

* |ndia’s efforts to internationally isolate

Pakistan post-Pahalgam attack have not fully

succeeded.

* The agreement strengthens Pakistan’s
geopolitical positioning and reaffirms its
strategic importance for Saudi Arabia,
especially in regional security matters.

e Historical context: Pakistan previously
declined Saudi requests (e.g., 2015 Yemen
campaign) but is now realigning as Riyadh

seeks strategic autonomy amid doubts about

the U.S.

Geopolitical Implications:
e The pact reflects shifts in West Asian strategic
calculations, including:
o Riyadh’s pursuit of multipolarity, strategic

autonomy, and multialignment.
o Renewed Pakistan-Saudi ties based on
Sunnism and military cooperation.

o |ncreased relevance of Pakistan’s nuclear

capability in regional power dynamics.

e [ndia’s strong West Asia outreach cannot easily
wedge Riyadh away from Islamabad,; religious
and ideological factors underpin bilateral ties.

Direct security concerns over Pakistan-Saudi
military cooperation and possible implications
for the Indian subcontinent.

Reflects challenges in India’s risk-averse
strategic thinking; highlights the need for
assertive foreign policy and power projection.
Signals the changing global order and the
necessity for India to act decisively rather than
adopt a passive ‘pacifist’ posture.

Exam Relevance:

International Relations: India-Saudi-Pakistan
dynamics; Middle East geopolitics; multipolarity
and strategic autonomy.

Security & Defence: Nuclear diplomacy, regional
security architecture, military alliances.

Current Affairs Perspective: Illustrates how
regional conflicts, terrorism, and shifting
alliances shape global and South Asian security
landscapes.

Key Takeaways:

Pakistan leverages nuclear status and military
capabilities to gain strategic advantages.

Saudi Arabia seeks autonomy from U.S.
dependency and strengthens traditional
alliances.

India must reassess strategic priorities and align
foreign policy with evolving geopolitical
realities.



Mistrust in Ladakh
Legitimate aspirations of a people need
to be taken into account

he festering unrest in the Union Territory
T of Ladakh turned violent on September

24, which resulted in the deaths of four
persons and several others being injured. In the
eyes of the Centre, the protest leaders had acted
in bad faith even as efforts were underway to ad-
dress their long-standing demands. These are
Statehood for Ladakh, inclusion under the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitution (which grants auto-
nomy to tribal areas), reservation in jobs for lo-
cals, and greater political representation. The
leaders and organisations at the forefront of the
agitation have, however, said that the arson and
violence were carried out by those outside their
control. The protesters and the Centre have ap-
pealed to the youth of Ladakh to remain calm.
The Ladakh protests have been championed by
two major civil society coalitions — the Leh Apex
Body (LAB), representing Buddhist-majority Leh,
and the Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA), repre-
senting Muslim-majority Kargil. While these
groups do have many disagreements, they are
united in a four-point agenda for constitutional
safeguards and greater political autonomy for the
region. On Wednesday, a shutdown called by the
youth wing of LAB turned violent in Leh, which
included the burning of the office of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party and the vandalising of the head-
quarters of the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Deve-
lopment Council (LAHDC).

The Centre and these outfits had reached an
agreement in May 2025, which seemingly ad-
dressed core concerns through measures such as
95% reservation in jobs for locals (including STs
and EWS), 33% reservation for women in the Hill
Development Council, strict domicile criteria,
and recognition of local languages such as Bhoti,
Purgi, Balti and Shina. However, on September
23, the hospitalisation of two elderly protesters,
who were on a hunger strike with climate activist
Sonam Wangchuk, triggered a fresh round of pu-
blic protest mostly led by youth. The Centre now
alleges that Mr. Wangchuk is instigating violence
while a resolution to all demands has been in the
works. The Centre has also hinted at the involve-
ment of foreign elements. There is evidently a
gap between the perceptions of the protesters
and the Centre on both the issues at hand and the
way forward. Ladakh is a sensitive security spot
for the country. This makes it all the more impor-
tant that the people of the region are taken into
confidence even while troublemakers are
brought under control. The legitimate aspira-
tions of the people can be addressed without
compromising India's security requirements.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Headline / News Context

* Violent protests in Ladakh on 24 Sept 2025: 4
deaths, several injuries.

e Trigger: Youth-led agitation over statehood,
Sixth Schedule inclusion, job reservations, and
political representation.

* Main actors: Leh Apex Body (LAB) - Buddhist-
majority Leh; Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA)
- Muslim-majority Kargil.

* Previous May 2025 agreement addressed core
demands, but recent events reignited unrest.

Background / Static Linkages

e Geography & Security: UT of India, borders
China (Aksai Chin) & Pakistan (GB) -
strategically sensitive.

e Constitution: Ladakh — UT without legislature;
only LAHDCs (Leh & Kargil).

e Demography: Leh - Buddhist majority; Kargil -
Muslim majority; regional representation
issues.

e Economy: Dependence on government jobs,
tourism; limited private sector; youth
unemployment.

e Constitutional Linkages: Sixth Schedule - grants
tribal autonomy (like Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram,
parts of Meghalaya).

Issue Analysis
e Importance: Balances regional aspirations with
national security.
e Challenges:
o Divergent perceptions between youth protesters
and government.
o Alleged foreign influence, potential for
escalation.
o Maintaining communal harmony while
addressing grievances.
¢ Debates:
o Statehood vs. autonomy - impact on
administration & security.
o Sixth Schedule - ensures tribal rights but may
complicate governance.
o Civil society leadership vs. radical youth actions.

overnment / International Efforts

* May 2025 Agreement Highlights:

95% local reservation in jobs (ST + EWS).

33% women representation in LAHDCs.

Strict domicile rules.

Recognition of local languages: Bhoti, Purgi,

Balti, Shina.

e Security Measures: Increased surveillance; potential
foreign interference flagged.

* Global Angle: Stability affects India’s China &
Pakistan border management, aligns with UN
principles on tribal autonomy.

O O O o

Way Forward / Suggestions
e Short-term: Dialogue with youth and civil society;
control violence; transparent communication.
e Long-term:
o Incremental political autonomy or legislative
powers for LAHDCs.
o Strengthen local employment, education.
o |nstitutionalize conflict-resolution mechanisms.

Prelims Pointers

e Ladakh UT - Created 31 Oct 2019, no legislature.

e Sixth Schedule - Tribal autonomy in Arunachal
Pradesh, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Assam.

e Key Bodies: LAB, KDA, LAHDCs.

* Recognized Languages: Bhoti, Purgi, Balti, Shina.

e Reservation: 95% local jobs; 33% women in LAHDCs.

e Activist: Sonam Wangchuk (hunger strike
participant).




Hot air

Donald Trump's rant against climate
change science is helping no one

resident Donald Trump delivered to the
P United Nations General Assembly (UN-

GA) an address that was allergic to facts.
Describing climate change as the “greatest con
job perpetrated on the world™, he said that Eu-
rope's decades-long trimming of its carbon foot-
print had come at the expense of shuttered facto-
ries and job losses. In his Luddite conception of
the workings of climate change, scientists in the
early half of the 20th century had said that global
cooling “would kill the world” and when that did
not happen they said global warming would. And
because the world did not end, he reckons, dis-
honest scientists now refer to it as ‘climate
change’ to sound correct irrespective of the out-
come, Never mind the fact that the average global
temperature dip of 0.1°C (from 1945-70) was attri-
buted to an increase in sulphur emissions from
burning coal. Never mind that there is an Intergo-
vernmental Panel on Climate Change that has,
since the 1990s, provided a forum for thousands
of scientists to tease apart the effects of natural
variations in climate from that due to human-
caused ones. Never mind that climate change -
the term - means precisely that global warming
does not mean hotter weather everywhere but a
larger disruption in the circulation of ocean cur-
rents and, therefore, increasingly erratic weath-
er.

Mr. Trump's chagrin is less about the subtleties
of climate than it is about what it means to the
fiossil fuel industry. To him, the increasing adop-
tion of solar and wind energy was evidence of
countries being on the “brink of destruction” be-
cause of pursuing a “green agenda®. That the Pre-
sident of a country, which once led the science of
parsing the subtleties of anthropogenic warming,
would, one day, stand on one of the world's most
prestigious podiums to undermine it, shows that
deference to scientific wisdom is a thing of the
past. There are legitimate criticisms of the multi-
lateral process in place to guide climate action,
determining justice and equity in remedial action
and whether the impact of the climate crisis is
undermined, even by its adherents, by making it
subservient to the zero-sum chicanery of trade
protectionism. The perspective of the leader of
the world’s largest economy on these would have
been valuable. The complexity of weather chang-
es means that it is reasonable to be perplexed
about the mechanics of climate change. Painting
it as a harbinger of a Mayan apocalypse has not
helped either. Yet, it is clear that due to a slow ac-
cretion of hard evidence, falsifiable conjecture
and measured prognosis, the sclentific process is
working the way it should. Despite its inefficien-
cies, the climate confabulation process has posi-
tioned the world towards a post-fossil-fuel future.
Mo rant can change that.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Event:

e US President Donald Trump addressed the UN

General Assembly (UNGA), dismissing climate
change as a “greatest con job” and criticizing
global climate policies.

Claims Made by Trump:

¢ Climate change is exaggerated; scientists
changed from predicting global cooling to
global warming.

e Europe’s carbon reduction efforts harmed
industry and jobs.

* Renewable energy adoption (solar, wind) is
economically destructive.

Scientific Facts Countering Claims:
* Global temperature dip (1945-70) due to
sulphur emissions from coal, not “failed
predictions.”

IPCC (since 1988) provides peer-reviewed
evidence on human-induced climate change.
“Climate change” reflects disruptions in ocean
currents and erratic weather, not just warming.

Underlying Motivation:

Trump's stance aligns with fossil fuel industry
interests rather than scientific evidence.

Implications:

Undermining science at global forums threatens
multilateral climate cooperation.

Political narratives can delay adoption of
renewable energy and climate mitigation
strategies.

Global/India Context:

Paris Agreement (2015) aims to limit global

warming to 1.5-2°C.

India promotes renewable energy (National
Solar Mission) and meets Paris NDC targets.

Way Forward:

Strengthen science-based global climate policy.
Promote green technology and employment.
Counter misinformation to sustain global
climate action.



For first time,
China says will
cut greenhouse
gas ermssmns

AMITABH SINHA
MEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25

IN A keenly-awaited announce-
ment, China, the world's largest
emitter of greenhouse gases, has
for the first time urweiled a plan
to make direct emission reduc-
tion, saying it aims to reduce it
by 7%-10% by 2035 compared
with the peak levels.

With its absolute emissions
ontheriseand accounting for al-
masta third of the woedd's annual
greenhouse gas emissions, China
until new has been focusing on
reducing its emissions intensity,
of emissions per unit of GDP.

Its emissions in 2024 were
estimated at about 15.8 billion
tonnes of CO2 equivalent, as per
Climate Action Tracker, an inde-
pendent climate-focused plat-
form. The US, the second-largest
emitter, i far behind at around
& billion tonnes of CO2 equiva-
lent a year, while India's levels
are around 3 billion tonnes.

In & video message at 3 spe-
dal meeting on climate change
convened by UN Secretary
General Antonis Guterres.on the
sidelines of the UMGA session in
Mew York, Chinese President X1
_]mnngednesda;raho said

his coumitry also plans toincrease
its solar and wind energy capac-
ity by 2035 to over six times of
its 2020 levels. China had about
530 CW of installed capaciny of
solar and wind energy in 2000,
It already has reached about
1600 GW of solar and wind in-
stalled

Other estimates, including
that by Climate Action Tracker,
suggest that China's emissions
were still growing, though not
rapidly. Its 2024 emissions. for
examiple, marked amarginal rise
aver 2023, according to Climate
Action Tracker.

China has previgusly said it
would et its CO2 emissions (not
all greenhouse gases) peak
arouned 2020, while making ef-
forts todet that happen earlier. In
fact, this is one of the commit-
ments it has made in its climate

Why the
move s
@ crucial

EXPLAINED

CHINA'S ABSOLUTE emis-
sions have beenon the rise,
Between 1995, when the
‘warld began to take action

sions have gone up by four
times, While the an-
nouncements ane yet tobe
formalised, some climate

action plan for the year 2080,

Every country is required to
submit a climate action plan,
called Nationally Determined
Contributions(NDCs)in the lan-
guage of the Paris Agreement,
which is tobe updated every five
years. Thisyear, the NDCs areup
for updatugam for their plans
for 2035 timeframe.

Xi inping's announcements
would be formalised in China's
updated NDC that is yet to be
submitted, but someclimate ob-
servers were of the opindon that
China could have promised todo
much more, Xi said that China's
2035 NDC would have eoononmy-
wide actions, not just in a few
sectors, and would include all
greenhouse gases, not just 002

Simon Stiell, emorcutive secre-
tary of UM Climate Change, said
China's announcement marked
anacoeleration of climate action.

“Chinais delivering clean, re-
liable, and affordable energy at
an unprecedented scale, Its up-
dated NDC shows this acoelera-
tionof climate action, manufac-
turing, and deployment will
continue, and increase, The scale
of investment implied by these
energy targets is unprece-
dented_We know China has a
leng and impressive record of
meeting and surpassing its tar-
petsfor climate change and dlean
energy,” Stiell said,

Historical stance: Previously, China focused on
emission intensity reduction (emissions per unit
of GDP) rather than absolute reductions.
China’s previous pledge aimed to peak CO2
emissions by 2030.

International obligations: Under the Paris
Agreement, countries submit Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) every five
years; China’s updated NDC for 2035 is
pending.

Geographical / resource linkage: China has
significant solar and wind potential, with
installed renewable capacity increasing from
530 GW in 2020 to around 1,600 GW currently.

Issue Analysis
e Importance: China’s emissions trajectory is

critical for global climate targets. Global efforts
to limit warming to 1.5-2°C depend on actions
by major emitters like China.

e Challenges:

o Absolute emissions are still rising slowly
despite renewable energy expansion.

o Economic growth vs. emission reduction
trade-off.

o Implementation across all sectors and all
greenhouse gases, not just CO2.

Debates:

o Whether the announced 7-10% reduction is
ambitious enough given global climate
urgency.

o Inclusion of all greenhouse gases vs. CO2-
only focus.

o Potential geopolitical and economic
implications if China accelerates green

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Headline / News Context
e China, the world’s largest emitter of
greenhouse gases, announced for the first time

energy leadership.

Government / International Efforts
e China’s domestic policies:

a plan to achieve direct emission reductions, o Renewable energy expansion (solar, wind).

aiming to reduce emissions by 7-10% by 2035 o Carbon trading pilot schemes in key

compared with peak levels. President Xi provinces.

Jinping also pledged to expand solar and wind o Energy efficiency standards and green

energy capacity sixfold from 2020 levels by technology subsidies.

2035, marking an acceleration in climate e Global initiatives:

action. o Paris Agreement (NDC updates every 5
years).

Background / Static Linkage
* Global context: China accounts for nearly one-
third of the world’s annual greenhouse gas
emissions, estimated at 15.8 billion tonnes of
CO2 equivalent in 2024, compared to the US
(~6 billion tonnes) and India (~3 billion tonnes).

o UN Climate Change efforts, highlighted by
statements from UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres and UNFCCC Executive
Secretary Simon Stiell.

e |International cooperation: Potential for
technology transfer, financing, and multilateral
climate partnerships.




Way Forward / Conclusion

China’s announcement signals a shift from
intensity-based targets to absolute reductions,
a crucial step for global climate mitigation.
Implementation measures:
o Broader sectoral coverage including
industry, transport, and agriculture.
o Strengthening monitoring and reporting
mechanisms for emissions.
o Regional and global cooperation for
renewable energy technology and finance.
UPSC relevance: Highlights the intersection of
international relations, global environmental
governance, and domestic energy policy.

Prelims Pointers

Emission statistics (2024): China — 15.8 Bt
CO2e; US - 6 Bt; India - 3 Bt.

Installed renewable capacity: 530 GW in 2020
> 1,600 GW now; goal: 6x by 2035.

Key frameworks: Paris Agreement, NDCs,
Climate Action Tracker.

Important personalities: Xi Jinping, Antonio
Guterres, Simon Stiell.

Institutions: UNFCCC, Climate Action Tracker,
Chinese National Energy Administration.




Listen to Ladakh

Ithas been India’s most loyal frontier. Delhi must
respond to demands with empathy and imagination

AMITABH MATTOO

THAVESEEN Ladakh iniits stille<t hours: Daan
breaking over Pangong Lake, prayers whis-
p«edunﬂ‘nymumwmm
Kargil. Towake upin that

inLeh, and then luwalkmwhqus
Holiness the Dalai Lama during one of his an-
risal visits, i$ Lo understand how inspiration
anid serenity coexdst in this ragile rontier.

Taimagine this stillness broken by gunfire
s o el the fraggality of our repulblic’s periph-
eries; four dead inthe recent eruption of vie-
lene canniot be dismitssed as 2 mene Law and
order ismoe Lackld has given India its warmon,
its Caith, and its trust. A fronther that has stood
bylmhadcm\tsmthlng]ml)dhl toits

creglit, has abways recognised Ladakd's undque
place in the Republicand must now redouble
itsefforts with empathy, resolve, and i
tion toensure an earty return to Ladakh's tra-
dhiticnal peace and quist,

Lackakeh s adbways beerione of India's most
steadfast frontiers. Its peopde and soldiers
Fought where Few could even bréathe and
stood firm when other peripheries faltered.
When raiders poused across the frontier in
1547 thee Lacakch Sooutswere rised frombocal
wodureers who knew the mountaing as -
ond skin In 1962, theey pesisted
s against the Chinese, In 1971, ﬂnhdwd
sy i’ pomherm
orably, in 1999, dunngﬂlrlca.mﬂ'da: thql
earmed the tithe of Smow WaiTiors,
Wmmwmmﬂwmm:ﬂd'

end, Sonam Wangchuk's [a colonel in the
Endian aremy at the time, not the man at the
centre of the current protest ) beadership in
Batalik during Kargil remains unmatched.
Kishak

becting its spiritual i
India's ambassador 1o Mongolia extending
Inddia's influence into Buddhist Asia. Ladakdv's
Tewalry has never wivered. Delhi knows this,
this ruuﬂdmlﬁochastmtdladﬂls

\Mrﬂulm‘lummuﬂsmnd
in 2019, Ladakhis cefebrated. For the first time,
hesylisit iberated (rom Srinagars shadiw, The
promase was of direct empowerment and a
choser bond with the Urson Centralisationwas
inevitable inthe carly stages of UT governance,
particulary given Ladali's geostrategic loca-
tion at the confluence-of Chinese and Pakistani

The Leh Apex Body and the
Kargil Democratic Alliance,
onee adversaries, have forged
anunprecedented common
cause. When Buddhists and
Muslims of this frontier
speak in one vioice, Delhi

must listen. There are already

signs that New Delhiis
opening channels of
engagement, Quict
conversations have taken
place, and officials who know
Ladakh intimately arc being
asked to take the lead One
such figure is 5 I} Singh
Jamwal, the police
commissioner, who is among
the few administrators who
truly understand Ladakh, its
people, its rhythms,

1ts silences.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Headline / News Context
* Recent violence in Ladakh’s Union Territory
resulted in four deaths, highlighting growing
local discontent post-UT status. The Leh Apex
Body and Kargil Democratic Alliance have
come together, demanding greater
empowerment, dialogue, and administrative

reforms.

Background / Static Linkage
e Historical: Ladakh has a long record of loyalty
and defense contributions to India — from
1947 skirmishes, 1962 Sino-Indian War, 1971

war, to Kargil in 1999. Figures like Colonel

romtiers. Delh has acted with caiithon, mind-
Fulthat this is not just a region of monasteries
and pashmina but also of sensitive borders
wihere every dedision has na-
tional security implications. Yet, the Centre
st Fecognise that empawenment s essen-
Hal, A Prirné Minziter Marendra Modi has re-
peatedly ernphasised, integration mist be -
mwmwmumw

umﬁsdlalltrulniay

For decades, Ladakh's grievances were
muted, b politics was quicter. its youth kess
restless, ivs discorgent rarely spilling onto the
strpets. That changedafter UT status. Ironically,
Lehand Kargil, hissorically divided by religion
and polithcs, row stand united. The
Body and the Kargll Democoratic Alliance, once
adversaries, have forged an unprecedented
commen cause, When Buddhists and
Muslims of this frontier speak in one voice,
Diedhimust listen. There are already signs that
New Delhi is opening channels of engage-
et Qubet cormersations have taken place,
and officiats whao know Ladakh intirmately ase
being ashked to take the lead. One such figure
55D 5ingh hrmwal, the police comamissioner,
wihio s amrg the few admindstrators who
truly understand Ladakh, its people, its
shythims, its sikences,

Within Ladakh's new politics, Sonam
Wangchulk, the celebrated innovates, oom-
mands support amangst a section of the
youth, bist given Delhi's desp suspicions ol
him, he would serve Ladalkh better by step-
ping aside from direct political engagement
50 that negotiations are not clouded by mis-
truest. For this reason, the Centre should pre-
feroollective leadership, represented throwgh
the Apex Body and the Kargil Demacratic
Allance, raber than | fcons, This is

prudence: But cautiondoes not mean ndiffer-
m.wmqmmmmmm:

waf et
Fo(ladald\garshuﬂhhmdmﬁmnw
nabional security. eoclopical sustainability, and
constitational integrity. Ladakh today is not
alienated, but assertive, 13 people seek part-
neershi, not separation This ks a moment of
opportunity, and Dethi iswell placed toseize it
By acting decisively and compassionately, it
can secure Ladakh's trust for generations.

The weay forward ks chear. The Leh Apex
Body and Kargil Demaooratic Aliance must be
engaged aslegitimate representatives, and di-

Councils should be srengthened imrmed:-
atehy.and a path for legislative empowerment
sketched out. whether through a reformed
Unian Territary model, gradual devolution.or
immnovative previsions of the Sbeth Scheduds
adapted for Ladakdh's unique status. Mega so-
lar progects many power India’s gresn trandi-
thon, bt they cannot displace fragile ecosys-
tems or pastoral livelihoods. Pashmina,
Ladakh's pride. must be preserved alongside
renewable energy ambitions. Empowering

Ladakh's people strengthens, rather than
weeakes, bndia's hand on this sensitive fronticr
‘withChina ard Pakistan. And naconl panies
must rise sbove short-term politics. Ladakh is
ot a viote bank; it ks a biving frontier that
strengthens India’s democracy,

The recent tragedy in Lehwas not about
stomes throvmor vehickes torched, twas about
dialogue deferred. When Leh and Kargil came
teegether, the Centre oould hove setzed themo-
ment. Delay despened frustration, and s
WErE st But it is ot oo Late, Delhi has thein-
shnnwmuﬂﬂlekudtrﬂ'muﬂrrmtmw

wise. Ladakh's vodce is strongest when it
speaks coBectively. And Delhi, for its past, is
committed to ensuring that a vaouam does
notdevelop, for it tsinsuch vacuums that for-
eign actors and vested interests have histori-

aites thewll toact. Hesory shiws that
thee Republic grows stronger whenit listensto
its peripherieswith respect. Lalabh, which has
stood gsand for bndia throwgh smow and stomn,
mmlﬁ.mﬁnmmu with
staes hap that ks firm, and

callytried o waters, That st
never be allowed in Ladakh, one of India’s
st bowal frongicrs,
TS e Ut Dt s B ¢t in -
tendling Sich Schedule protections or oonsid-
statetiood These are mot sinple matters.
They cammy constituticnal complexities and na-
rional precedents. Ladakds srmall population
and enoTos strabegic sensithvities demand

e Thati inLadakdi'sinter-
est, butin India’s nﬂnﬂmmuﬂaﬂm has
atways stood by India. Today, Indaa, through
Dhedhi, mizst demonstrate that it will always
stamed by Lackakh,

Thewriteris dean and professor, School of
Iterntiond Studes; forer memmber,
Narional Serurnity Advisory Board [NSAB)

Cultural: Home to both Buddhist and
Muslim communities; monasteries
(Thiksey Monastery) and traditional
livelihoods (pashmina) define local
identity.

Issue Analysis

* Importance: Shows the fragility of
India’s frontiers; post-UT status, local
aspirations for greater self-
governance, inclusion, and
development have risen.

e Challenges:

o Balancing security, ecological
sustainability, and local
empowerment.

o Managing collective leadership vs.
individual personalities (e.g.,
Sonam Wangchuk) to avoid
distrust.

o Preventing foreign or vested
interests from exploiting political
vacuums.

e Broader Implications: Failure to
address these grievances risks
instability in a strategically sensitive
region and undermines India’s
credibility in border governance.

Government / International Efforts
e Policies / Initiatives:
o UT administration with direct governance from

Delhi,

involving officers familiar with local

context (e.g., S.D. Singh Jamwal).

o Engagement with local bodies — Leh Apex
Body, Kargil Democratic Alliance.

o Promotion of sustainable development
initiatives (e.g., renewable energy projects,
green transition), with caution to preserve
fragile ecosystems.

¢ Global Angle: Ladakh’s stability contributes to
India’s position in Buddhist Asia and broader
Himalayan geopolitical dynamics.

Way Forward / Conclusion

Chheang Rinchen and Sonam Wangchuk (army
officer) symbolize local valor.

e Constitutional / Administrative: Became a
Union Territory in 2019, removing Jammu &
Kashmir’s administrative control; discussions
on Sixth Schedule protections or legislative
empowerment remain sensitive.

e Geographical / Strategic: Bordering China
(Aksai Chin) and Pakistan (Gilgit-Baltistan),
making security, ecology, and governance
intricately linked.

Administrative: Strengthen Hill Councils; explore
legislative empowerment via reformed UT model
or Sixth Schedule adaptations.

Socioeconomic: Protect pashmina industry,
pastoral livelihoods, and fragile ecosystems
alongside green energy initiatives.

Political: Favor collective leadership over
individual icons; maintain dialogue with youth,
women, and remote hamlets.

Ethical / Governance: Approach must be
empathetic, imaginative, and inclusive, reflecting
India’s constitutional and democratic ethos.



PLUG THE GAPS

Irregularities at Skill Development Corporation must be
addressed urgently. Agency is critical to demographic dividend

HE PROBLEMS OF the Mational Skill Development Corporation have festered

for too long. Only a few months after the NSDC's board fired its then CEO, Ved

Mani Tewari, the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship has now

filed a complaintwith the Delhi Police against officials alleging “misappropri-
ation at NSDC” as per a report in this paper. Skilling is perhaps the biggest challenge facing
the country — the ability to harness the demographic dividend rests on a skilled labour
force. The sorry state of affairs in an agency deemed one of the “principal architects” of the
country’s skill ecosystem is, therefore, a cause for concern.

The NSDC's support to the skilling ecosystem was operationalised through various in-
struments such as funding, designing skill-based programmes and partnerships with indus-
try. Reports in this paper, however, paint aless-than-flattering picture of the its operations.
Several FIRs have been filed against its training partners across the country. Investigations
have shown the “blacklisted" training partners were “allegedly tampering with attendance
records toindude students who were missing from training centres”. Thisis not the first time
that the NSDC has been mired in controversy. In 2015, a CAG report had noted that “there
wereserious issuesinthe governance and accountability mechanisms at NSDF(Mational Skill
Development Fund) and NSDCand the implementation of the identified roles by these bod-
ies”, Over the years, concerns have also been raised over the quality of the training imparted
and employment prospects. The corporation has anambitious goal — to skill orup-skill 150
million people. Its recent track record does not inspire confidence.

The Centre has taken several steps to skill the country’s labour force, It has, for instance,
launched initiatives such as the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), and allo-
cated a considerable amount of funds to this area. Under the various avatars of this scheme,
Rs 10,570 crore were released till March 2024. The total number of people certified under
PMKVY and STAR (Standard Training Assessment and Reward Scheme) stood at 1.13 crore,
while the total reported placement was 24.4 lakh. The government’s increasing involve-
ment indicates that it recognises the criticality of the skill mission in achieving the goal of
developed country status by 2047, [tnow needs to undertake a detailed examination of the
skilling ecosystem and of the players therein. The problems need to be resolved urgently.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Headline / News Context:

* The Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship has filed no complaint with
the Delhi Police regarding alleged
misappropriation at the National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC). The
controversy highlights concerns over
governance, accountability, and effectiveness
of one of India’s principal skill-development
bodies.

Background / Static Linkage:

e Historical: NSDC was set up in 2008 under the
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model to
catalyze skill development in India. It operates
the National Skill Development Fund (NSDF)
and works closely with private training
providers.

e Economic: India’s demographic dividend
depends on a skilled workforce. Unskilled labor
constrains productivity, competitiveness, and
employment generation.

e Constitutional / Governance: Article 41 (Right
to Work, Education, and Public Assistance) and
Article 51A(k) (Duty to develop scientific
temper, humanism, and reform) indirectly link
to skill development as a state responsibility.

* International Linkage: Global frameworks like
the UN SDG 4.4 aim to increase youth and
adults with relevant skills for employment and
entrepreneurship.

Issue Analysis:

e Importance: Skilling is critical for India to
achieve its vision of a $5 trillion economy and
developed country status by 2047. NSDC’s
credibility affects the efficacy of the entire
skilling ecosystem.

e Challenges:

o Mismanagement and alleged financial
irregularities by training partners.

o Poor governance and accountability,
highlighted in 2015 CAG reports.

o Low placement rates: out of 1.13 crore
certified under PMKVY and STAR, only 24.4
lakh reported placement.

o Questions over training quality and industry
relevance.

e Debates / Implications:

o PPP model effectiveness and monitoring
mechanisms.

o Role of central oversight versus
autonomous functioning of NSDC.

o Impacts on India’s demographic dividend
and employment generation.

Government / International Efforts:

e Schemes/ Policies:

o Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY) - launched to certify and train the
youth.

o STAR (Standard Training Assessment and
Reward Scheme) - ensures standardized
skill certification.

e Funding: Rs 10,570 crore released till March
2024 for various skill initiatives.

* Global Linkages: Aligns with SDG 4.4 (relevant
skills for employment and entrepreneurship)
and International Labour Organization (ILO)
guidelines on skill development.

Way Forward / Conclusion:

e Strengthen governance and accountability
mechanisms, including stricter audits of training
partners.

e Introduce real-time tracking of training and
placement outcomes.

e Improve industry alignment of skill programs to
enhance employability.

* Consider digital certification and blockchain-
based attendance/assessment to prevent
manipulation.

e A comprehensive policy review of NSDC and
PMKVY effectiveness is needed to ensure
India’s demographic dividend translates into
economic growth.



