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Amid tariffs row, PM pushes local production

Indians must embrace Swadeshi, as it will help

in development of the country, says Modi

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

rime Minister Na-

rendra Modi  on

‘Wednesday urged
chitzens 1o buy only made-
im-Inclian prochicts and trad-
ers to sell only indigenous-
Iy manufactured goods as
he laid the foundation for
the country's first PM Mega.
Integrated Textle Reglon
and Apparel (FM MITRA}
park in Madhya Pradesh's
Dhar district.

His remarks came a day
after the latest round of
talks on an elusive India-
US  made agreement,
amid tensbons. over U5, ta-
riff: on Indian products,
even as US, President Do
nald Trump wished Mr,

time, we must remember
the mantra of Swadeshi
and incornporate it into our
lives. | have a humble re-
quest o my MO crore fel-
low eotntrymen: whatever
ol buy, it should be made
im our country,” Mr. Modi
said in Dhar’s Bhainsola,
Sarying he wants o build
a developed India by 2047,
he added, “Whatever our
businesspersons sell sy
be made in our country.
Now we must make Swa-
deshi the foundation of a
developed India. This will
happen when we proudly
buy products made in the
country. We must first de-
termine whether the pro-
duet ke made in the coun-
try. When we de this, our
remains in the

Big pashs Primne Minister Narersdra bodi

M says he will urge State governments to put
up signs in every shop detailing Indian products

ring the Lanch of the

Fild WITRA Park 3t Dhae in Madhya Pradesh on Wednesday. #n

Referring to Operation
Sindoor, which began with
Indian air strikes on terro-
ris infrastructure in Pakis-
ran and Pakistan-occuped
Bashmir on May 7, Mr. Mo-
di said the Armed Forces

“lust yesterday, the na-
tion and world sxw a Pakis-
tani terrorist speaking of
his osrdeal while crying,” he
said, alluding vo a vieal -
deo of Jaish-e-Mohammasd
commander llyas Kashmi-

e5.00 May 77,

“Terrorists from Pakis
tan had destroyed the sin
door [vermillion] on our
sisters. We have destroyed
terrarist hideows through
Operation Sindoor. This is
new India, it is not scared
of  anyone's  nuclear
threats. It enters [the ene-
mys| house and strikes”
the Prime Minister said.

“Euy Swadeshi’

He also noted that the iew
GST rabés will come ino ef
fect from September 22,
coinciding with the first
day of Ravratri. *We need
to launch a campaign pro-
moting Swadeshi. 1 will
urge the State government
o pat up signs in every
shop detailing  Swadeshi

Mr. Modi launched the
Suasth Nari Sashakt Pari-
var Abhiyaan (SNSPA), a
Union govermment initia-
tive almed ar improving
women's health through
comprehensive screenings
il services,

“les goal is to ensure that
no woman falls victim 1o
any disease due to lack of
information. There are dis-
eases that women are most
wulnerable wo, 11s crucial
detect these diseases early.
Serious discases like can
cer can be detected early,
The women of our country
continue to bless me. The-
refore, these programs ane
for them,” he said, urging
women 1o avail free check-
g and medication servie-
5, The campaign will mun

He also hails the armed forces which *brought
Pakistan to its knees’ during Operation Sindoor

Dhar ks one of seven such
establishments  approved
by the Union Ministry of
Testiles.

The other sites are in Ta-
mil Madws Viredhnagar,
Telangana's Warangal, Guj-
arat’s Novasari, Karmata-
ka's Kalaburagi, Uniar Pra-
desh’s  Lucknow,
Maharashira’s Amravati.

Based on the 5F theme
— farm o fibre o factory o
fashion to forekgn — the in
iative alms to boost In-
dia's textile manufacturing
and exports. Madhya Pra-
deesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav recently said propo-
sals worth more than
123,000 crore have been
recelved from 114 exile
companies for the Dhar

Modi for his 75th birthiday,
“This is the scason of
festivals, and at this very

maney

country and leads to the
development  of  the
country.”

had “brought Pakistan to
its knees in the blink of an
eye”

ri, whi claimeed that the fa
mily of group chief Masood
Azhar was “torn into phec-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context & Background

PM Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of
India’s first PM MITRA Park in Dhar, Madhya
Pradesh, part of the Government’s vision to
strengthen India’s textile value chain.

The speech coincided with:

o Ongoing India—U.S. trade negotiations, stuck
over tariff issues.

o Rising calls for Swadeshi/self-reliance in the
festive season.

o Domestic focus on women’s health, with the
launch of Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar
Abhiyaan.

o National security context — reference to
Operation Sindoor (cross-border strikes on
terrorist infrastructure).

Broader institutional background: The PM MITRA
scheme was announced in the 2021-22 Budget to
establish 7 integrated textile parks under the 5SF
vision (Farm — Fibre = Factory — Fashion =
Foreign), strengthening Make in India and
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Key Facts/Data (Prelims Pointers)

PM MITRA Parks: 7 approved locations — Dhar
(MP), Virudhnagar (TN), Warangal (Telangana),
Navasari (Gujarat), Kalaburagi (Karnataka),
Lucknow (UP), Amravati (Maharashtra).
Investment in Dhar Park: Proposals worth 23,000
crore from 114 textile companies.

Operation Sindoor: Began May 7, 2025 — Indian
airstrikes in Pakistan and PoK targeting terror
camps.

Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan (SNSPA):
Focused on women’s health screenings; campaign till
Oct 2 (Gandhi Jayanti).

Swadeshi Campaign: New GST rates effective Sept
22 (Navratri start); PM urged traders to mark
Swadeshi goods in shops.

goods, Buyers will also
know that they are buying
Swadeshl,” he added

until Ganidhi Jayanti on Oc
tober 2.
The PM MITRA park in

BIRTHRAY GREITINGS
» PAGE §

Critical Analysis
Opportunities / Pros

PM MITRA parks can integrate fragmented value
chains, reduce logistics costs, and enhance exports.
Boosts employment generation in rural & semi-urban
areas.

Swadeshi push aligns with demand for local
manufacturing —> multiplier effect on MSMEs.
Women'’s health initiative ensures productivity and
inclusive growth.

Assertive security stance (Operation Sindoor)
enhances deterrence credibility.

Challenges / Cons

Trade tensions with U.S. could hurt India’s export
potential in textiles.

“Buy Swadeshi” may conflict with WTO
commitments and consumer choice.

Implementation delays and infrastructure bottlenecks
in PM MITRA.

Women'’s health schemes face gaps in last-mile
delivery & awareness.

Security operations risk escalation with Pakistan.

Long-Term Implications

Strengthened textile sector could make India a global
manufacturing hub by 2047.

Swadeshi focus may encourage domestic industries
but risks protectionism.

Operation Sindoor signals an assertive India,
reshaping regional security perception.

Way Forward

Ensure efficient execution of PM MITRA parks with
PPP models.

Balance Swadeshi push with global trade
competitiveness.

Deepen India—U.S. trade cooperation in textiles &
apparel.

Expand women’s health screening beyond campaign
mode into permanent institutional structures.
Continue a measured counter-terror strategy to deter
adversaries without uncontrolled escalation.



SC calls for jailing of
stubble burners; not
feasible, says Centre

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court and
the Union government dif-
fered sharply on Wednes-
day over how to deal with
farmers who pollute the air
by burning stubble ahead
of the winter season.

Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai, heading a
Bench, advocated a return
to criminal prosecution of
errant agriculturists, even
suggesting a separate legis-
lation. The Centre, howev-
er, maintained that its poli-

was 1o take farmers
along rather than put them
behind bars.

“Why do you not rein-
troduce criminal prosecu-
tion for stubble-burning? If
some people are behind
the bars, it will give the
right message,” the Chief
Justice asked the Centre.

Additional  Solicitor-
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Union

t, said the issue
boiled down to implemen-
tation by the State govern-
ments, noting that farmers
had been exempted from
prosecution under the
Commission for Air Quali-
ty Management Act as a
matter of policy. It would
not be feasible to prose-
cute farmers criminally,
she argued.

REtUrn to Squane one
The exchange came after
amicus curiae, senior ad-
vocate Aparajita  Singh,
pointed out that despite
“humongous” efforts and
funds spent by the Centre,
farmers continued to burn
stubble, creating a toxic
haze across northern
States each winter. She
said the situation returned
10 SqUANe ONe every season
despite repeated Supreme
Court directions.

“If you really have any
imtention to protect the en-
vironment, why don't
you?” the CJI pressed.

Ms. Bhati replied that

Why do

you not
reintroduce criminal
prosecution for
stubhle-huming?
IF soumie people are
behind the
bars, it will
give the right
message
B.R. GAVAI
o

the govemment’s ap-
proach was to take farmers
“along with us”.

“Do take them along
with you, but ultimately,
yoiui shotild have a mechan-
ism to deal with stubble.
You give them the carrot
first, but then the stick.
You cannot be swayed
solely because of a five
year exercise [elections],”
the CJI responded.

Ms. Bhati clarified that
the policy was not dictated
by vote bank politics. “It is
not because of the five-
yearly exercise. It is simply
a matter of policy for us,”
she submitted.

The Chief Justice noted
that while farmers hold a
special place in the coun-
try, they too have a respon-
sibility. “It is because of
them that we get what we
eat, but that does not
mean they should not be
brought in to protect the
environment of the coun-
try. We are not saying you
penalise farmers as a rou-
tine, do it as a sample o
send the message across,”
he said.

Ms. Bhati said the
Centre would file a de-
tailed status report reflect-
ing the ground situation in
Punjab, Haryana, and Ut-
tar Pradesh.

“You should take all the
States aboard and then
come up with a uniform
policy [on stubble-burn-
ingl. You consider doing
that, or we will issue man-
damus.” the CJI said.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context & Background

. Why important? Every winter, North India (Delhi-
NCR, Punjab, Haryana, UP) witnesses severe air
pollution, aggravated by paddy stubble burning after
harvest. Despite repeated SC interventions and large
government spending, the problem persists.

. Trigger: Sharp exchange in the Supreme Court
between CJI B.R. Gavai and the Union Government
(represented by ASG Aishwarya Bhati) over whether
criminal prosecution of farmers should be
reintroduced for stubble burning.

. Institutional background:

o The Commission for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) Act, 2021 gave powers to penalize
polluters but exempted farmers from
prosecution.

o Earlier, under the Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981 and Environment Protection
Act, 1986, farmers could be prosecuted.

Key Facts/Data (Prelims Pointers)

. Air Quality: Delhi’s AQI often crosses 400+ (severe)
in winter.

. Stubble generation: Punjab & Haryana generate ~ 35
million tonnes of paddy straw annually; ~ 80-85% is
burnt.

. Govt. funds: Crores spent on subsidies for Happy
Seeder machines, PUSA decomposer, crop
diversification schemes.

. Constitutional provisions:

o Article 21 — Right to clean environment.

o Article 48A — State’s duty to protect environment.

o Article 51A(g) — Fundamental duty of citizens to
protect environment.

. Relevant institutions: CAQM, CPCB, State PCBs,
NGT.

Critical Analysis
. Opportunities/Pros:

o Criminal prosecution could deter habitual
offenders.

o Uniform national policy may reduce state-wise
blame game.

o Push for crop diversification (millets, pulses)
aligned with I[YOM 2023-2030 (UN decade on
millets & nutrition).

. Challenges/Cons:

o Farmers are small & marginal; penal action may
worsen agrarian distress.

o Political sensitivity — large farmer vote bank.

o Enforcement difficulty across thousands of
villages.

. Long-term implications:

o Continued stubble burning — worsening health
crisis in NCR.

o Risk of climate change commitments (Paris
Agreement, NDC targets) being undermined.

o Judicial intervention vs executive discretion may
create policy deadlock.

Way Forward

. Carrot + Stick Approach: Incentives for in-situ
machines + selective penalization to send deterrence.

. Technology solutions: PUSA bio-decomposer,
biomass-to-energy plants, ethanol blending.

. Crop diversification policy: Reduce paddy cultivation
in Punjab-Haryana, incentivize millets/pulses.

. Cooperative federalism: Uniform CAQM-led
framework with states on board.

. Awareness & Behavioural change: Farmer training,
FPOs, panchayat-level monitoring.



A judicial nudge following stuck legislative business

he Supreme Court of India has heard

arguments on the Presidental

Reference in respect of the Governor's

powers under Article 200 pertaining wo
the assent to Bills passed by the State legislanere.
Earlier, a two-judge Bench, headed by Justice LB.
Pardiwala, had fixed a timeline of three months
for the Governos to take a final decision on a Bill
submitted to him for assent. The same timeline
was made applicable to the President of India
aleon

The time limit fxed by the Cowrt has raised
eyebrows in the government as well in the media.
‘The general refrain from a section of the media
was that the Court cannot direct the Governor or
the President, who are high constitutional
authorities, o act within a specified time when
the Constitution does not have any such time
frame. The government had also taken this line of
argument in the Court.

Reiteration of a recognised principle
Article 200 of the Constitution has four options
for the Governor when a Bill is presented to him
after being passed by the State begislature, These
options are o assent to the Bill; to withhold
assent; return the Bill to the Assembly with a
request to reconsider the Bill as a whole or
certain clauses, or reserve it for the consideration
of the President.

A very important question which arose in the
context of the Governor’s role in dealing with a
Bill after it is passed by the legislature is whether
the Governor has any discretion in the exercise of
any of the options mentioned above. Under
Article 163, the Governor is ired to exercise
his functions only on the aid and advice of the
Coundil of Ministers except in matters specified
try or under the Constitution. The Court has, in
cases from Shamsher Singh vs State of Punjab
(15774), 1o Nabam Rebia (2016), made it clear that
the Governor cannot perform any of his executive
functions except on the advice of the Council of
Minlsters headed by the Chiel Minister. The
Sarkaria Commission and Punchhi Commission
too reiterated this well-recognised constitutional
principle.

The point that has been emphasised in all the
judgments of the Court and the
commissions inha::hecammrlsﬂusu
constitutional head and that the real exscutive
power of the staie is vested in the elected
government, Therefore, the Covernor cannot act
Independently.

Sﬁlhequﬂﬂmdmk:i.llllﬂpﬁmhﬂhll
context is whether the Governor, while
arty of the options under Amticle 200, can act in
his discretion. The answer to this question will
become clear when we take a close ook at the

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context & Background

i formeer Secretary
Gerral, Lok Sabha

The top court’s
move (o fix a
time limit for a
Governor o
take a final
decision on a
Bill must be
interpreted as a
move to
smaoothen the
legislative
Process

Government of India Act, 1935. Section 75 of this
Actls the same as Article 200.
Section 75 uses the words “the governor in his
discretion” which means that giving assent or
withholding it or sending the Bill back to the

Artiche 200 but omits the words “in his
discretion”. This would show that the
Constituthon-makers wanted the Governor to
exercise the power under Article 200 only on the
advice of the Council of Ministers,

The issue of ‘discretion’

The question of discretion of the Governor under
hrthIOOuomﬂulhmImmdﬁl“ﬂhbrlhe
Court in a number of cases. S

Court, in Shamsher Singh, discovered 3
discretionary power in the Governor under
Article 200. It held that he must exercise it to the
best of his judgement and should pursue a course
which ks not detrimental to the state.

Bait the Court, in The Stale of Tamil Nadi v
The Governor Of Tamilnadu and Anr, 2025, did
not acoept the idea of a Governor exercising his
discretion in withhobding assent or reserving the
Bill for the consideration of the President. It says,
“if the power to withhold assent to Bills or to
reserve them for the consikeration of the
President is construed as falling within the
exclusive discretionary domain of the governor
wha would be free to decide a course of action
notwithstanding the aid and advice of the council
of ministers it would have the potential of turning
him into & super constitutional fgure having the

power to bring to a complete hale the operation
d’l}xl:glshnvrmmmry in the state. The
governor cannot be vested with such power...”

‘The Sarkaria Commission, while granting that,
normally, in the discharge of the functions under
Article 200, the Governor maist abide by the
advice of his Council of Ministers, sald that in rare
and exceptional cases, he may act in the exercise
of his discretion especially when the provisions of
the Bill are patently unconstitutional.

While divergence of opinion exists in Indian
Jjudicial decisions, according to D.D. Basu, the
renowmed constitutional awthority, in the United
Kingdom, the soveneign has no power 1o withhold
a Bill without the advice of the Council of
Ministers. The deliberabe omission of the word
‘discretion” in Article 200 of the Constitution af
India compels the conclusion that this Article
does not permit discretion of any kind by the
Governor while dealing with a Bill passed by the
legiskiture.

The next question is about the time lmit

The Supreme Court is examining the Presidential
Reference on the scope of the Governor’s powers
under Article 200, which deals with assent to Bills
passed by State legislatures.

. Trigger: Certain Governors withheld Bills for years
without action, creating legislative paralysis. Earlier,
a 2-judge Bench mandated a 3-month timeline for
Governors and the President to act on Bills.

. Debate: Whether judiciary can impose such a
timeline when the Constitution itself is silent.

Key Facts/Data (Prelims Pointers)

. Article 200: Governor can (i) assent, (i1) withhold
assent, (iii) return Bill for reconsideration, (iv)
reserve for President.

. Article 201: Deals with President’s assent in case of

reserved Bills.

. Article 163: Governor acts on aid and advice of
Council of Ministers, except where Constitution
explicitly grants discretion.

. Article 355: Duty of Union to ensure State
governance in accordance with Constitution —
potential ground for intervention when Governors

stall Bills.

. Shamsher Singh (1974): Governor generally bound
by ministerial advice.

pmmbrd by the Court within which the

and the President are required to take a
h:la]:htlsmnmaBlll From the arguments made
on behalf of the Union Government, it is dear
that it has strong objections to the time limi. It is
true that no time limit has been prescribed by
Articles 200 or 201. It is obvious that the Court
fixed the time limit because some of the
Governors had sat on Bills for years together
without exercising any of the options available
under Article 200, The question is whether the
Constitution permits such a course of action. I
does not.

50, is there no remedy available to States
whose important Bills go in lmbo? When a
Governor sits on Bills for years, should not the
Union intervene and direct the Governor to act in
accordance with the Constitution? Article 355 can
be creatively interpreted to mean that the Union
Government can intervene 1o ensure that the
government of a State is carried on in accordance
with the provishons of the Constinition.
Thwarting the legislathve process by the Governor
by sitting on Bills passed by the legislature for
Years Creates a situation where in the government
cannot be carried on in accordance with the
provisions of the constitution. Article 355
impeoses a duty upon the Union to direct the
Geovernor to perform his constitutional duty
under Article 200,

A remedy for what is now a reality
In o case has the Union intervened to dinect a
Governor to clear the Bills that he sat on for
years. That has forced the Supreme Court to fix
the time limit now. The Constitution makers
could not have visualised such conduct on the
of the Governors. But now that it has

a reality, a remedy has to be found. By
fixing the time limit, the Court has smoothened
the legiskative process.

The judgments in the two recent cases,
namely, Stare of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to
the Governor (2023) and The Srate of Tamil Nadu
vs The Governor Of Tamilnadu and Anr. are in fact
landmark judgments which struck a blow for
federalism. Judges interpret the Constitution and
clarifyy the legal ambiguities, and in that process
also create new rules. Article 21 was a prisoner of
the liseral interpretation since 1950 (AK.
Gopalan) till the American doctrine of due
process was imported into it and expanded its
ambit in Mareka Gandhi (1978).

Therefore, it s quite out of place to angue that

by interpreting the existing provishons o
meet a new situation which posed a serious
challenge to the constititional order, are
amending the Constitution. The fallacy in this
argument is too obvious to miss.

Static Linkages

State autonomy.

Critical Analysis
Pros / Opportunities

nominal head).
Cons / Challenges

domain.

governance.

Nabam Rebia (2016): Governor
cannot act independently except
where Constitution grants
discretion.

State of Punjab vs Principal
Secretary to the Governor
(2023) & State of Tamil Nadu vs
Governor of Tamil Nadu
(2025): Struck down Governor’s
claim of discretionary power
under Article 200.

Sarkaria & Punchhi
Commissions: Reiterated
Governor is a constitutional
head; discretion only in rare
cases (e.g., unconstitutional
Bills).

Government of India Act, 1935
— Section 75: Used phrase
“Governor in his discretion,”
deliberately omitted in Article
200.

. Separation of Powers: Judiciary’s role in ensuring
constitutional machinery.
. Federalism: Governor as an “agent of Centre” vs

. Parliamentary System: Real executive = elected
government, not nominal head.
Judicial Review: Expanding scope, like in Article 21
(A.K. Gopalan = Maneka Gandhi).

. Fixing timelines ensures legislative efficiency.

. Strengthens federalism by curbing misuse of
Governor’s office.

. Upholds constitutional morality (Governor as

. Judiciary encroaching into legislative/executive

. No express constitutional basis for time limits.
. May create Centre—State tensions if Union intervenes
under Article 355.
Long-term Implications
. Sets precedent for judicially mandated timelines in

. Prevents Governors from becoming a “super-
constitutional authority.”

. May lead to clearer codification of Governor’s role in
future constitutional amendments.



Way Forward

.

.

Codify Governor’s powers & timelines in legislation.
Strengthen conventions of cooperative federalism.
Use Sarkaria Commission’s recommendation: rare
discretion only for patently unconstitutional Bills.
Parliamentary/State oversight mechanisms to ensure
accountability.

Comparative study of UK model (Sovereign cannot
refuse assent independently).




June 2025, Britain, France, and Germany (E3), on
August 28, triggered the “sapback™ cluse of the
2015 nuchear deal citing violations by Tehran. The
warld has not miuch time 1o choose between
tiphmaq!anﬂ escalation.

Let Geiger counters, not guesses, shape Iran actions

new nuclear crisis is taking shape. After
the United States’s strikes on [rn's
nuchear site at Fordow, in

1f this window closes without agreement, the

Syed Akbaruddin
was an international
il servand &t the

Uniteed Nations will earlier measures that
call fior a halt 1o enrichment, tighten controls on
arms transfers, restrict finance and shipping, and
re-gdesignate individuals Enked to Iran's nuclear
and missile programmes.

The stakes are global. Iran rejects the move as
unlawful. Washington sees it as a test of

T — views mull y

ofi-p Europe
commitments on trial. Russia and China seek
delay and leverage. lsracl and the Gulf states
weigh warning times and war risks. Oil importers
watch prices. Shipping compandes reassess
Insurance. Banks caloulate exposure. For India,

The vacutim of facts

These concerns ane magnified by the absence of
verified informagion. Since the strikes on Irankan
facilities, no one has walked the rubble with a
dosimeter or tested a coolant line. The
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) stafl
left Iran after its Parliament passed legislation
halting cooperation without approval from the
Supreme National Security Council. Rumour has
replaced measurement. Every capital has drawn

are sharper still. Its

neighbourhood must remain stable, oll mst keep
flowing through the Strait of Hormuz, and the
safety of eight million Indian citizens in West Asia
M enre India can take
the lead in
ensuring
technical IAEA
access 10 Iran's
nuchear
programme as it
will anchor
negotiations to
verifiable data

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context & Background

Energy Agersy [AEA)
from 2006 to 2011

its own conclusions while global attention shifted
chiewhere,

IAEA acoess is mot 2 formality but the hinge of
diplomacy. Verification replaces speculation with
facts, sets a baseline on Iranian stockpiles, and
anchors negotations 1o data, not fears. Regular
TAEA updates on Ukraine's Zaporizhehia nuckear
power plant, under Russian control, calmed
jintery markets. A comparable presence in lran

?M expectations and reduce volatility, If
wverification is framed as a sovereign choice,
rather than a concession, it would strengthen
Iran’s claim that the programme is civilian while
upholding the non-proliferation bargain.

Yet, Tehran's reservations are not unfounded.
Tranian officials argue that sovereignty and
:!Nurrlywl“lih treaty obligations. They fear

Ily, enable

at the Tianjin summit, has other nations in
condemning the military strikes by lsrael and the
U5, against Iran.

Within the SCO and BRICS — both of which
include Iran - India can suppart a diplomatic call
1o restone technbcal INEA sccess in a form that
protects operational details while ensuring
transparency. If framed as a sovereign choice by
Tehran, and backed by the Global South, it may
gain kranian approval. India can also contribute
technical capacity. Its IAEA-certified Tarapur
I‘a.cllltywuldl\.lndlcumpltamhasmﬂu

Mmpmﬁ&mﬂdﬂlmpmﬂln
miments of crisis. These contributions would not
make headlines, but they could shift the balance
rowand diplomacy at a time when the risk of

lation is high.

mgelhgol“:ynslllu sites. This ks mot paranolka.
Strikes by Israel and the U.S. I'rlthepml:huly
Tollowed IAEA disclosures. Such episodes have
hardened parfiamentary resistance. There is also
the caliculus of leverage. Revealing what survives
of the Wmm coukl weaken Iran's hand in

bargaining with Washington.
Since the E3 iriggered its smphx‘k. SOMme
ranian legisl have urged fram

A closing window
‘The window for diplomacy is narrowing fast. By

month, Iran has offered a small opening. Also,
last week, on September 9, 2025, , the IAEA and
lran signed an agreement in Caino, Egypt. If this

strip the IAEA of legal authority to inspect Irandan
sites. The crisis would then enter uncharted
territory with sanctions hardening and the
military option returning to the fore.

‘Where India fits in

India cannot stand aside. As a long-standing
member of the IAEA Board, with thes across
divides, it is well placed to assist. As a part of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SC0), India,

Trigger: U.S. strikes on Iran’s Fordow nuclear
facility (June 2025) — escalated tensions.
. E3 Action: On 28 August 2025, Britain, France, and

Germany invoked the JCPOA snapback clause citing

Iran’s violations.

. Why important: Brings back the prospect of UN
sanctions, militarisation in West Asia, oil market
shocks, and challenges to global nuclear non-

e bombed sites, lhrF.Smmpundhy
pausing the snapback. Such cholees could shift

the momentum back 1o diplomacy. The
alternative i grim = sanctions, standoffs, and a
cycle of strike and counterstrike.

For Inclia, the choice is clear. Backing
verification protects its interests in West Asia, its
citizens abroad, and its energy security. It also
marks India as a responsible global power. The
way forward is simple. It is time 1o let Geiger
counters, and not guesses, decide Iran's nuclear
[Programme.

Geography: Chokepoints & maritime security (Strait
of Hormuz).

. IR: Non-proliferation regime, role of UNSC, IAEA
safeguards.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities / Pros
. Verification reduces speculation — stabilises oil
markets & diplomacy.
. Pausing snapback upon verified cooperation preserves

proliferation regime. multilateralism.
. India can bridge divides (IAEA Board +
Key Facts / Prelims Pointers SCO/BRICS).
. JCPOA (2015): Iran + P5+1 (US, UK, France, Challenges / Cons
Russia, China, Germany) + EU. . Iran distrusts IAEA inspections (past leaks led to
 Snapback Mechanism: Restores pre-2015 UNSC strikes).
sanctions if any participant alleges “significant non- . Information vacuum fuels miscalculation.

compliance.”

. Iran’s Reaction: Parliament halted IAEA
cooperation without National Security Council
approval; legislators suggested withdrawal from

NPT.

. Recent Development: On 9 September 2025, Iran and

IAEA signed an agreement in Cairo to resume

limited verification.

. India’s Stakes:

8 million citizens in West Asia.
Oil supply through Strait of Hormuz.
o Member of IAEA Board, SCO, and BRICS

. Major power divergence: U.S./E3 vs. Russia/China vs.
Israel/Gulf.
Long-Term Implications
. Failed diplomacy — snapback sanctions, isolation of
Iran, risk of war.
. Success = precedent for depoliticised nuclear
verification.

Way Forward
. Immediate:
o Narrow IAEA access to bombed sites (framed as
sovereign choice).

(both include Iran). o Use Tarapur lab for neutral sample analysis.
o Tarapur lab = IAEA-certified, capable of sample o India to broker limited package: IAEA
analysis. verification <> pause in snapback.

Static Linkages

Polity: Sovereignty vs treaty obligations (Iran’s

Parliament law).

Economy: Oil import dependency, shipping
insurance costs, sanctions on banks|

. Medium-term:
o “Managed access” protocols protecting sensitive
military details.
o Regional maritime energy-security consultative
group (India as convenor).
o Strengthen IAEA crisis-response mechanism.




Letter and spirit

The Supreme Court did well to stay and
uphold different Waqf Act provisions

he Supreme Court of India walked a tight-
T rope in its judgment delivered on Sep-

tember 15, on the Wagf (Amendment)
Act, 2025, which amended the 1995 Wagf Act to
regulate Muslim religious endowments, includ-
ing vast land holdings across India. The Court put
several controversial provisions on hold but re-
fused to freeze the entire Act on grounds of con-
stitutionality and other concerns. This turned
out to be a rare instance where supporters and
critics of the Act claimed vindication for their res-
pective positions in the Court's order. The go-
vernment views the amendments as necessary to
curb the alleged misuse and corruption under
the earlier Wagf Act, while critics, including the
Congress, see it as arbitrary interference in the af-
fairs of the Muslim community. The Court has
now stayed the requirement that only Muslims
practising for five years can create wagf, and the
power vested in District Collectors to adjudicate
waqf property disputes. It also capped non-Mus-
lim members to four in the Central Wagf Council
and three in State Boards, down from potentially
12 and seven, respectively. The Court also direct-
ed that CEOs of Waqf Boards should preferably
be Muslims. The removal of the provision for
waqf-by-user recognition in the amended law has
been upheld as valid by the Court, with the ca-
veat that waqgf properties registered as on April 8,
2025, under such a claim remain protected. Res-
trictions on wagf status for protected monu-
menis and tribal lands were deemed constitu-
tionally valid.

While the order diffuses the conflict for now,
the larger question of balancing religious autono-
my and state regulation continues — and that is
better tackled through building consensus within
and between communities. Autonomy claims
cannot be a facade for misuse of community re-
sources by its own leaders; nor can any group of
people lay claim over public resources in the
name of faith. The state has not only the right but
also the responsibility to ensure that people are
not taken for a ride by anyone. The trouble arises
when the state discriminates between religious
groups in the application of this principle. The
Court rightly went with the philosophy of pre-
sumption of constitutionality of laws passed by
Parliament. But partisan politics of an extreme
nature can delegitimise representational democ-
racy. The government must consciously negotiate
with the Opposition in Parliament to ensure that
the laws enacted have the widest political and so-
cial acceptance. When laws affecting particular
communities are made, they should be taken into
confidence. None of this is easy, and complete
consensus is never possible, but attempts should
be made in that direction.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context & Background

Why important?
The judgment directly addresses the balance between
religious autonomy vs. state regulation in managing
community resources.
Trigger: Challenges to controversial provisions of the
Wagf (Amendment) Act, 2025.
Background:
o Wagf Act, 1995: Governs Muslim religious
endowments, property, and their administration.
o Amendment 2025: Sought to curb
misuse/corruption but accused of arbitrary
interference in minority affairs.
o Judgment (15 Sept 2025): Court upheld
presumption of constitutionality, partly stayed
provisions, partly upheld others.

Key Facts/Data (Prelims Pointers)
. Wagqf Boards: Administer waqf properties; under 1995
Act.
. Controversial Amendments:
o Only Muslims practising =5 years can create waqf
— Stayed.
o District Collectors adjudicating disputes —
Stayed.
o Non-Muslim representation capped: 4 (Central
Council), 3 (State Boards).
o CEO of Waqf Board preferably a Muslim.
o Wagqf-by-user recognition = removed, but
existing claims till 8 April 2025 protected.
o Restrictions on declaring protected
monuments/tribal lands as waqf = upheld.
. Constitutional angles:
o Art. 25-28 — Freedom of religion.
o Art. 14 — Equality before law.
o Art. 300A — Right to property.
o Art. 246 & 7th Schedule List III (Concurrent List)
— Religious endowments.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities/Pros
. State oversight may reduce corruption, land misuse.
. Balanced judgment avoids immediate polarisation.
. Validates principle of secular governance — no group
should misuse public resources.
Challenges/Cons
. Risk of perception of state interference in minority
affairs.
. Political polarisation — “appeasement vs. targeting”
narrative.
. Limiting waqf-by-user may hurt genuine historical
claims.
Long-term Implications
. Could shape future jurisprudence on religious
endowments.
. Sets precedent for balancing minority autonomy with
state regulation.
. Political consensus-building becomes central to
legitimacy.

Way Forward

. Build multi-party, inter-community consensus before
passing sensitive laws.

. Ensure consultative law-making with minority
institutions.

. Adopt transparent auditing, digital land records for
religious endowments.

. Global best practice: Turkey’s Directorate of
Religious Affairs (state-regulated) vs. UK Charity
Commission (independent oversight).



FROMPAGE ONE
EU strategic roadmap for India

College of Commissioners{mem-
bers of 27 EU countries) has hesi-
tations on areas where they have
disagreements, “India’s participa-
tion in Russian military exercises
and its purchase of Russian oil
stand inthe way of doser ties," she
said. The European Union has
flagged this issue with Indiain the
past too.

President von der Leyen also
said EU was committed to finalis-
inga Free Trade Agreement by the
end of the year, Shesaid Europe is
already India's biggest trading
partner, is open for business, and
ready to invest in a shared future
with India. “The free trade agree-
mentwith Indiawill be the largest
deal of its kind anywhere in the
world,” she said.

“On the day we launched our
new EU-India strategy, | had the
pleasure of wishing @naren-
dramodi a very happy birthday,”
she posted later on social media
platform X, “1look forward to vis-
iting India again for our next
Summit. Together we'll open a
new chapter in our partnership.
We also discussed progressinour
ongoing trade talks and how we
can work together to effectively
support Ukraine's fight for free-
dom,” she said in the post.

Modi thanked her for the
birthday greetings. “Delighted to
know about the ‘Mew Strategic
EU-India Agenda’ adopted today.
Indiaisready totake the India-EU
relationship to the next level. Itis

our shared commitment, shared
goal, and shared responsibility.
We remaincommitted toanearly
and peaceful resolution of the
Ukraine conflict,” he said on X

Separately, the Prime
Minister's Office said in a state-
ment that the two leaders “wel-
comed efforts towards further
strengthening the India-EU
Strategic Partnership for mutual

ity, as well as for jointly ad-
dressing global issues, fostering
stability, and promoting a rules-
based order”. “India remains com-
mitted for an early and peaceful
resolution of the conflict in
Ukraine,” it said. Prime Minister
Modi also reiterated his invitation
for the next India-EU Summit to
be held in India next year, it said.

The joint communication
adopted by the EC comes months
after the visit of the College of
Commissioners to India in
February this year, and outlines
the EU's strategic vision for en-
hancing cooperation with New
Delhi. It has identified five areas of
shared interest and complemen-
tary strengths, building on exist-
ing ties while addressing areas
that present potential for in-
creased engagement.

“Amid shifting geopolitical re-
alities, closer EU-India relations
areincreasingly vital forstrength-
ening economic growth and se-
curity, and diversifying supply
chains in response to today's un-
certain global order. Beyond the

bilateral dimension, the new
strategic agenda highlights EU-
India joint engagement on global
issues and with third partners, re-
flecting India's growing globalin-
fuence,” it said.

It said there was “significant
untapped potential in trade and
investment, outlining strategies to
strengthen commercial ties, par-
ticularly finalising the ongoing ne-
gotiations on a Free Trade
Agreement”, It proposed “rein-
forcing supply chains while pro-
moting critical emerging tech-
nologies and engagement on
digital issues, with particular at-
tention to strengthening eco-
nomic security within the Trade
and Technology Council (TTC).
This new strategy also proposes
deepening tech cooperation, in-
cluding a potential EU-India
Startup partnership, and invites
India to associate with Horizon
Europe programme.

The Joint Communication also
takes forward the proposed EU-
India Security and Defence
Partnership. This will enhance
strategic consultations and joint
initiatives, including on crisis
management, maritime security,
cyber defence, and counterterror-
ism, and foster defence industrial
cooperation, focusingon boosting
production and technological ca-
pabilities, securing supply chains,
and driving innovation.

“Launching negotiations for a
Security of Information Agree-
ment to facilitate classified infor-
mation exchange will support

closer security and defence coop-
eration. Closer cooperation on the
Indo-Pacific, addressing hybrid
threats, space security, and inten-
sifying engagement on Russia’s
war against Ukraine, shadow
fleets, and sanctions are other ar-
eas of focus," it said.

The Joint Communication also
emphasised strengthening re-
gional connectivity initiatives,
such as the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)
and advances Global Gateway and
EU-India trilateral cooperation
withand in third countries. It aims
to enhance cooperation with India
in multilateral forums and en-
courage India to advance interma-
tional law, multilateral values and
global governance. It also priori-
tises maximising interaction and
strengthening EU-India coordina-
tion at all levels. This includes
“skills mobility with the pilot
European Legal Gateway Office to
facilitate labour mobility”.

Itproposes developing acom-

countries.

military exercises.

prehensive mobility cooperationCrjtical Analysis

framework covering study, work,
and research. In addition todeeper()
engagement with civil society,
youth and think tanks, further
reach out to the businesses com-
munity is supported by the pro-
posal for an EU-India Business
Forum. “India is a natural partner
for the EU... Boosting our collabo-
rationwill benefit the security and
prosperity of citizens and busi-
nesseson both sides, There arear-
easwhere we disagree. Ultimarely
our partnership is about defend-
ingarules-based international or-
der. Our negptiations will address
these challenges,” Kallas said.

pportunities / Pros

. Economic: Access to EU market,
investment in startups, supply chain

diversification.

. Strategic: Closer defence-industrial
cooperation, maritime and cyber security.
. Technology: Horizon Europe, TTC, digital

partnerships.

Supply chain resilience: Trade &
Technology Council (TTC).

Horizon Europe Programme: India invited
to participate in R&D and startups.
Mobility: Proposal for a comprehensive
mobility framework, including European
Legal Gateway Office for skills mobility.
Connectivity focus: IMEC, Global
Gateway, trilateral cooperation with third

EU flagged concerns: India’s purchase of
Russian oil and participation in Russian

. Global governance: Alignment on multilateral issues,
climate action, Indo-Pacific cooperation.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context & Background
. The European Union (EU) unveiled a new strategic

da with India (2025), aimed at elevating ti Challenges / Cons
agenda with India ( ) aimed a e' evating tes . EU concerns over India’s Russia ties (oil imports,
across trade, technology, defence, climate change, exercises)

and connectivity.

. Announcement made by European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen and EU High
Representative Kaja Kallas.

. Comes at a time when India is carefully managing
ties with the US under President Donald Trump,
while also balancing Russia—Ukraine tensions and
maintaining strategic autonomy.

. Builds upon:

o The India—EU Strategic Partnership (2004)

o Ongoing FTA negotiations since 2007, revived in
2021

o Newer initiatives like India—Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC) and EU’s Global
Gateway (connectivity strategy).

. Protectionist tendencies in EU (carbon border tax,
labour/environment standards).

. Negotiation delays in FTA since 2007.

. Possible clash on data privacy (GDPR) and digital
sovereignty.

Long-term Implications

. Enhances India’s role as a balancing power in
multipolar geopolitics.

. Creates a counterweight to China in Indo-Pacific
supply chains.

. Strengthens India’s economic security, but could test
strategic autonomy if EU pushes alignment on
Ukraine/Russia.

Way Forward

. Fast-track FTA negotiations with flexibility on
sensitive sectors.

. Enhance cooperation in critical technologies (Al 5G,
semiconductors).

. Balance Russia relations with commitments to EU on
rules-based order.

. Expand mobility and education cooperation (student
exchanges, research tie-ups).

. Promote green growth and climate finance
partnership with EU’s expertise.

Key Facts / Data (Prelims Pointers)

. EU is India’s largest trading partner.

. Proposed EU-India Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
could become “largest deal of its kind anywhere in
the world.”

. Security & Defence Partnership: cooperation on
cyber, maritime, counterterrorism, crisis
management.




Securing valleys and slopes

Afuture-ready disaster management in Himalaya
requires a massive technology scale-up

SYED ATA HASNAIN

THE DEVASTATING FLOODS in Debradun have
onceagain laid barethe haplltyolmlm
has affected

ing climate and an unforgiving terrain
Cloudbursts, landslides, and flsods have
browght tragedy w0 hundreds of Bamilies, dis-
and devastated crops.

Arnicd the grief, the disaster management
apparatus has responded with speed, coarndi-
mation, and innovation Soldsers,aimen, engi-
neers, paramilitary foroes, disaster response
professionals, and = perhaps most ingpiring
— local volunteers, have steod shoulder to
shoukder to sve lpees, Local govemment offi-
cials hawenot been far behind. in Uttarakhand,
adeputy commissioner walked ower 36 hours
o reach fash- fiood-ravaged Dharall

In J&K, extreme rain in late August un-
leashed Aoods acrass the Chenab and Tawi
Buasins, claiming over 1480 lves. Within hours,
the Army laid emerngency Bailey bridges, the
A Foroe deplened habicopters from Jersr -
fiekd, and the NDRF surged in with specialist
Eearm. Asvry bocal police, CRPF, and SDRF per-
somne] evacuated yatris from Machail and Vais-
ity Dh. Arersy Cofmmmmication texms ard
service providers worked hand in hand to re-
wive: darmaged fibee and mabile bowers,

Punjab faced a swollen Ravi, Beas and
Suthej, withrecoed inflows at Bhakraand Pong
dams. NDMA coordinated with the Central
Water Comméssion, IMI and BEME to regu-
late releases and prevent catastrophic
mmmmdlmwmw
madwrls Anwmmaﬂn‘nd

mirnutes befoee s

Iapsnd —was emiblematic of the agility of re-
sponders. InHirnachal Pradeth, tormential mns
eriggered shope faileres and fash foods, par-
micularky in Cluasmba, Kullu 2nd Lihal-Spets
Plamy lives were bost, but more than 10,000
sranded pilgrims of the Manimahesh Yatra
SDRF mounted difficult eperations in reach-
erous temain, while the BROworked tinskessly
o restore booken roads and bridges. Drone im-

Mo doubt the response by
the government was agile
and professional but with
the intensity witnessed,
maore here is acoually less, IF
disaster management in the
Himalaya is to be future-
ready. technology has 1o be
scaled up massively. The
Geological Survey of India
(GSI) must expand
landslide mapping based on
soil soaking and slope
gradient, while the National
Remote Sensing Centre
(MNRSC) must monitor
glacial lakes and debris flows

on a 24x7 basis.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context & Background
News Trigger: Devastating floods and cloudbursts

during Monsoon 2025 in Dehradun, J&K, Himachal

agerywas wsed extensivedy for damage assess-
ment.and toguaide relief efforts.

I Utarakhand, the Arrmy built a 400-oot
acrial cablewiny, restond bridiges. and deployed
engineers and SAR degs. The Air Foroe's
Chissooks Efted e, and LICADA

uation poutes i alanmes are sounded or alerts
received, the location of their nearest relief
shelter, and the steps to take when wamings
arrive, The NDMA'S Aapda Mitra(Friends m
Dlsas:enpmymmnsagmdmn.bmu
needs doeper schiooks, pare

supplernented it with civil helicopters. SDRF
and ITBP. supported by drones and satcom
linkes, ersured swift svacuations, Tempoeany
Incident Commarsd Posts énabléd real-time
coordination aCross agencies.

Irselia's: diaster response today is lyered
and professional. The use of drones, satellite
communication, OneWeb links, BUPPRI

and the IMIYs nowcasting
m&dmrmh’uroflmmml:dmw
is the buzzword with the Home Minister.
Haene Mirastry and the NDMA Nodoubt the:
mmwthmmmlwgikm
sonal butwithik
mane here is Imsidxsam-:
mment in the Himalayais to be feture-ready,
huaes 10 e scal e up massively: The
me‘lmu{m]mnm
landslide mapping based on soil soaking and
slope gradient, while the National Remote
Sensing Centre (NRSC) must monitor gladal
Lk nd dhabred (ot & 3 20067 b,

Gls-based (Geographical Information
Systems) risk mapping & no lenger aptional.
Therokeof drones must expand into predicth
surveillance of slopes, rivers, and glaciers.

mdau(nerbmc.\ﬂﬂm Noods and
dhoudbursts with greater aocuracy. Initiatives
suich a5 the Gorakhpur Model of urban flood
control are wornth studying and replicating.
e, thene are limsts o wiar

can achieve on their own. Despite lakhs of
wamings Bsued through SMS and the Sachet
app. ko many citizens remain unaware of

bl because footfall continues sven during red
alerts. Constsction in riverbeds, slope desta-
] il

regard of building noms eacerbate the sk
Every citizen should know the local evac-

Pradesh, Punjab, and Uttarakhand.

. Significance: Highlights the fragility of the
Himalayan ecosystem amid climate change,
unplanned development, and high disaster

vulnerability.

Historical/Institutional Background:
Himalayas prone to flash floods, glacial lake
outburst floods (GLOFs), landslides.
Past tragedies: Kedarnath (2013), Chamoli
glacier burst (2021).
o Institutions: NDMA (2005), SDRF/NDRF,
IMD forecasting, GSI, NRSC, BBMB.

Key Facts/Data (Prelims Pointers)
. J&K: 140+ deaths in Chenab & Tawi basins. Army

laid Bailey bridges; yatris evacuated.

. Punjab: Floods in Ravi, Beas, Sutlej; NDMA
coordinated with CWC, IMD, BBMB.

. Himachal Pradesh: Chamba, Kullu, Lahaul-Spiti
worst-hit; 10,000 pilgrims evacuated.

. Uttarakhand: Army built 400-ft aerial cableway;
TIAF’s Chinooks lifted heavy equipment.

. Technology used: Drones, Doppler radars, satcom
links, OneWeb, GIS mapping, Al for hydro-met

forecasting.

et
chayats and resident welfare associations.
Ivock drills should not be seen as token exer-
cises, but as essential community raining.
State governments néed 10 demand reagulic
disaster training and awareness evenits by the
NDMA Fortunately, the Armed Foroes have
mwmﬂmsukhﬂm;mﬁ:mulm

Rspmselsnd,llhl’ustdlaper

andd reconstraction — the “build back better™
phase — areequally crucal Roadsmiust bere-
it with skape stabasation inrind River e
bankrments must be reinfonced while control-
Eing tllegal rmining. The network of doppler
radars must be made mone dense across val-
leys, and early warning systems for clowd-
bursts, lansdslides, and glacial Lake outbursts
e e kocalied Forchis, atechncally og-
ented disaster management community of
professonals will eventually be needed.

Ol soacietyt with its hocal knowledge, must
bé intigratid Mo dStrct disier g
ment authorities. Sustainable building prac-
tices adherence toseismic oodess and stricten-
ancmtnt af m—bulld zones” along

nmhdwmmmrofﬁmmdmﬁop—

Schemes/Programmes: NDMA'’s Aapda
Mitra for community preparedness;
Gorakhpur model for flood control.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities/Pros:
. Multi-agency professional response:
Army, IAF, SDRF, NDRF.
. Integration of technology: drones, GIS,
Al forecasting.
Community volunteerism: locals +
Aapda Mitra.

e Himualsya
This monsoon has revealed the stremgthol
India's disster response and the gaps that re-
main Our soldiers, responders, and civil ad-
ministrators have done their duty, often at
great risk tothemsehees. Butdisaster manage-
rent is ot the governmient's burden alone.
Every citien must treat disaster prepancdness
assariolely 15 voling of paying Lua Onhythen
can i tnuly be resient in the face of dimate

charge and infrastruciune devwelopment.

Thewriler fs a former cops comamiarnder af The
Srinagar-based 15 Corps and memiber of
NDMA Views are persomal

Challenges/Cons:
. Alerts often ignored (pilgrimage continues even
during red alerts).
. Unregulated construction: in floodplains, destabilised
slopes.
. Low citizen awareness of evacuation routes & shelters.
. Disaster management remains reactive, not
preventive.
Long-Term Implications:
. Climate change = more frequent & intense disasters.
. Need for resilient infrastructure, stricter building
codes.
. Community-centric disaster culture must become
mainstream.

Way Forward

. Technology scale-up: 24X7 glacial lake monitoring
(NRSC), expanded landslide mapping (GSI), dense
Doppler radar network.

. Community Integration: School-based drills,
Panchayat awareness, civil society in DDMAs.

. Resilient Development: Strict no-build zones, seismic
codes, slope stabilisation, sustainable mining control.

. Build Back Better: Roads & embankments with
ecological safeguards.

. Global Best Practices: Japan’s earthquake drills,
Bangladesh’s cyclone shelters, Sendai Framework
principles.




PARTNERS IN TURBULENT T IMES

PM Maodi’s Japan visit reaffirmed shared stake in innovation, multilateral diplomacy

KencHr ONo

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi's recent
visit to Japan reaffirmed the enduring part-
nership between our two nations. It deep-
ened mutual trust and cooperation and
charted a visionof a parmership designed (o
Last for decades, The spirit of this visitwas her-
alded in Gujarat a few days earlier, when FM
Modi inaugurated Maruti Suzubd’s first Made-
in-India global strategic Battery Electric
Vehicle production line in Hansalpur on
August 26, He reminded usthat our parner-
ship is rooted in culture, and decades of col-
laboration. Companies like Maruti Suzuki
hawe become “brand ambassadors of Makein
India”™, continuing tostrengthen thefounda-
tion of “Viksit Bharat 2047",

PMModi'svisit to Japantook placeatacrit-
iical juncture for bothindiaand Japan. Amid to-
day's peopolitical volatility, our partnership is
not just desiralde but indispensable, Among
the mgst significant eutcomes of the visitwas
the transformation of our “Special Strategic
and Global Partnership® into one that is truly
strategic in substance: There are no aneas
Wil re oA TWO COUnCTes Cannol cooperate.

During the two-day visit, PM Moxdi and
Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba debved into a
wide range of areas — from defence and secu-
Fity to basiness cooperation, from cutting-edge
technology and inncvation to people-to-peg-
e exchange, The visitembodied the breadth
and depth of our bilateral cooperation and
highlighted the importance of Japan as India’s
Thee visit also paved the wany for what Prime
Mindster Modicalled a golden chapter™inour
relationship: The twoleaders issued five leader-
leve] documents and recognised over 180
Memorandums of Cooperation | MoCs), set-
ting outa readmap for future cooperationand
AnnouUncing concrete initiatives across fiekds,

PM Modi's visit to Japan
took place at a critical
juncture for both India and
Japan. Amid today’s
geopolitical volatility, our
partnership is not just
desirable but indispensable.
Among the most significant
outcomes of the visit was the
transformation of our
“Special Strategic and Global
Partnership” into one that is
truly strategic in substance:
There are no areas where our
EWO COUNEries cannot
cooperate,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context & Background
. PM Modi’s recent visit to Japan (Aug 2025)
deepened the Special Strategic and Global

Partnership.

These tangible outconmes, in PM Moxdi's words,
“built a strong foundation for a new golden
chapter” inthe India-Japan partnership, sig-
nalling renewed momentemin our ties,
Another highlight was the visit to Miyagi
Prefecture, The two leaders travelled by

Japan'siconic!

scoring its role as a flagship India-Japan proj
mmmmMmmshmhmmmIMm
soil. At Tokyo Electron Miyagi Ltd, Jlemm;

laborative projects with India Thesemoments

lustrated the growing significance of

Indlia-Japan cooperation in oritical

wammdummmmmpamnpm
defiver transformative results.

Looking ahead, there are five areas where
sustained effort is particularly needed,
among others, First, economic security:
Under the new ~Economic Security
Initiative,” we must accel erate collaboration
inareas such as semicond uctors, aritical min-
erals, Al and supply chains.

Second, Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs): [apanese MSMEs are
key to accelerating “Make in India, Make for
the'World ™ Japanremains committed to sup-
Parting them a5 OUr DWo Countries wirk 1o-
ward the new 10-trillion-yen (approx, $68 bil-
lion) imvestment target and continued
improvermnent of the business environment.
Indiia-Japan cooperationextends beyond cen-
tral governments, encompassing a multifac-
eted partnership inchading business collabo-
ration and state-| ral exchanges.

Third, defence equipment: The “Joint
Declaration on i Jon" was re-
vised for the first timein 17 years, reflecting the
rapidly changing geopolitical landscape,
strengthened security dialogues, and ex-

. Visit preceded by inauguration of Maruti Suzuki’s
Made-in-India EV production line in Gujarat,
symbolizing Indo-Japan industrial collaboration.

. Comes at a geopolitically volatile time (Indo-Pacific
tensions, China factor, tech-supply chain resilience).

. Historical background:

Diplomatic ties established in 1952.
Partnership elevated to “Special Strategic and

Global Partnership” in 2014.

Japan is among the largest ODA donors to India
since 1958.

Key Facts/Data (Prelims Pointers)
. 180+ MoCs signed; 5 leader-level documents issued.
. Target: 10 trillion yen (= $68 bn) investment in India.
. Revised Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation
(after 17 years).
. Launch of Japan-India Human Resource Exchange

Initiative.

. Economic Security Initiative — semiconductors,
critical minerals, Al, supply chains.

. Flagship projects: Shinkansen (Bullet Train),
UNICORN naval antenna project.

. 2027 — 75 years of diplomatic ties.

. 2025 declared Japan—India Science, Technology &
Innovation Exchange Year.

panded joint exercises, Based on the revised
declaration, we will intensify cooperation on
defence equipment and technology transfer,
developing projects o follow UMNICORN (naval
unified complex radio antenna).

Fourth, people-to-people exchange:
The two leaders announced the
“Japan-India Human Resource Exchange
Initiative,” which sets a new target for peo-
ple-to-people exchanges to promaote the
developrent, exchange, and circulation of
mutually complementary human re-
sources between our two countries.

Fifth, ultilateral and miniliteral cooper-
ation: Qur close parmership in the interna-
tional arena —as nations sharing fundamental
wvalues and interests — plays a critical rode in
addressing ghobal challenges. Japan fully sup-
ports India’s hasting of the Quad St to
promote peace, stability, and prosperityin the
Indo-Pacific region, and will continue work-
ingalongside Incliainmultilateral forasuchas
the G20, the United Mations, and global coun-
temtemonismeffons,

PiM Modi's visit to Japan reminded us that
the ndia-Japan partnershiphas never beenas
crucial as it is today. Looking ahead tothe 75th
anniversary of diplomatic relations in 2027, we
are celebrating September and October as
“Japan Moath,” with events that promate
Inedia-Japan ties, This year also marks the

India Science, Technology, and Inno-
wvation Exchange Year. These initiatives bring
the people of our two countries even closer
and strengEhen our strategic pamnership.

Asweembarkon this new goldenchapter,
1 am confident that our cooperation will not
only strengthenour nations but alsoshape the
futureof the Indo-Pacificand the widerworkd

Thewriter isambeassadar of fapa (o ndie
Critical Analysis
Opportunities (Pros):

strategy.

exercises).
. Boosts EV & semiconductor ecosystem in India.

exchange.
Challenges (Cons):
. Execution lag in mega-projects (e.g., Mumbai—
Ahmedabad Bullet Train delays).

treaty obligations with the US.

asymmetry.
Long-term Implications:

security architecture.
. Can shape multilateral governance reforms.

domains.

Way Forward
. Fast-track stalled infrastructure projects
(Shinkansen).
. Expand triangular cooperation (India—Japan in
Africa, ASEAN).
. Institutionalize annual tech summits on Al,
semiconductors, climate tech.

resilient supply chains, health, disaster response.

. Enhances supply chain resilience amidst China+1

. Strengthens defence preparedness (tech transfer, joint

. Expands people-to-people connect = human resource

. Strategic convergence may clash with Japan’s security

. Dependence on Japanese capital & tech could create

. India—Japan emerging as a core axis in Indo-Pacific

. May reduce India’s vulnerability in critical technology

. Encourage joint R&D and skill-building initiatives.
. Strengthen Quad’s deliverables beyond security —



CHECK THE DELUGE

Flood-proofing should become

ayear-round exercise in Punjab
UNJAB HAS BEEN ravaged by floods for the second time in three years. Swollen
rivers have inundated areas once considered flood-proof, jolting those who
earlier blamed seasonal deluges solelyon topography or nature's fury. The de-
struction threatens to set back the state's economy by years. As the waters re-
cede, the stench of rotting crops and carcasses suffocates locals, fertile fields lie under a
thick crust of silt, and the fear of disease hangs heavy in the air. The state was battered by
floods in 2019, when the Congress was in power, and again in 2023, a year after the Aam
Aadmi Party took charge, Then there were extreme rain events such as those of August
2017, when an hour's downpour left Mohali, Punjab's education and start-up hub, under
chest-deepwater. Then, as now, experts spoke of the need for mitigation and prevention.

Talk has, however, rarely translated into action. The riverbeds of the Sutlej, Beas, Ravi
and rivulets such as the Ghagear and Chakdd have risen by 5 to 12 feet at several points due
to siltation, reducing their water-carrying capacity to a third. Embankments, or dhussi
bundhs, are often weak and poorly maintained. The Ravi breached its bundhs at 42 places
this year, the highest ever in recorded history. Two gates of the more than a century-old
Madhopur barrage were washed away. Rainfall, too, was extraordinary. Punjab experi-
enced its wettest August in 26 years, while the first week of September brought nearly
200 per cent above-normal rainfall. Adding to the strainwere the Bhalra, Pong, and Ranjit
Sagar dams, pushed to their limits by heavy inflows from Himachal Pradesh, itself bat-
tered by torrential rains and cloudbursts.

Climate change is a reality that cannot be wished away. The state, which allowed it-
self just 17 days to prepare for the monsoon, must do far better. Mot long ago, both the
Centre and state would call their first flood-prevention meetings in February, with des-
ignated officers spending sleepless nights through the season. That culture of early prepa-
rationand vigilance has withered. As communities now band together to repair embank-
ments and raise new ones, the government must move beyond firefighting to plugging
glaring holes in its flood-prevention strategy. Barrages, sluice gates, and embankments
need urgent strengthening, while desilting rivers should become a year-round exercise.
The choice is stark: Punjab can either continue spending colossal sums on relief and re-
habilitation every few years, or invest a fraction of that in prevention. The damage is not
just economic — recurring floods carry a social and emotional cost, fuelling fears that
they will only hasten the exodus of young people from the state. As Punjab counts its
losses, the lesson is unmistakable — prepare or perish.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context & Background

. Punjab has been hit by floods in 2019, 2023, and
2025 — showing increasing frequency of disasters.

. Floods earlier blamed only on topography, but
climate change + mismanagement are clear drivers
now.

. Past extreme events: 2017 Mohali cloudburst, heavy
rainfall beyond coping capacity.

. Political dimension: Both Congress (2019) and AAP
(2023, 2025) governments faced devastation.

. Institutional lapse: Earlier flood-prevention meetings
began in February, now preparedness window
shrunk to 17 days.

Key Facts / Prelims Pointers

. River siltation: Sutlej, Beas, Ravi, Ghaggar, Chakki
beds rose by 5-12 feet, reducing capacity to one-
third.

. Ravi river bundhs breached at 42 places — highest
ever.

. Madhopur barrage gates washed away (100+ years
old).

. 200% above-normal rainfall in early September 2025.

. Wettest August in 26 years.

. Dams under stress: Bhakra, Pong, Ranjit Sagar =
spillover due to inflows from Himachal Pradesh.

Static Linkages

. Polity: Disaster Management Act, 2005; role of
NDMA, State Disaster Management Authority.

. Economy: Agricultural loss, siltation impact on land
productivity, youth migration.

. Environment & Geography: Himalayan hydrology,
monsoon variability, river basin management.

. IR:India’s commitments under Paris Agreement
(climate resilience), Sendai Framework for DRR.

Critical Analysis
. Opportunities/Pros:
o Chance to overhaul flood-prevention infra
(embankments, barrages).
o Community-led embankment repairs show
resilience.
. Challenges/Cons:
o Chronic underinvestment in prevention vs relief.
o Climate change intensifies extreme rain events.
o Governance deficit — late preparation, weak
bundhs, poor desilting.
o Fear of youth exodus due to repeated disasters.
. Long-Term Implications:
o Punjab’s agrarian economy at risk.
o Repeated flooding — erosion of trust in
institutions.
o Migration — demographic imbalance.

Way Forward

. Year-round desilting of rivers, strengthening dhussi
bundhs.

. Early flood-preparedness meetings (Feb onwards), as
earlier practice.

. Technology-based forecasting (Doppler radars, Al
modelling).

. Strengthen old infrastructure (Madhopur barrage,
sluice gates).

. Adopt global best practices: Netherlands’ Room for
the River model, Japan’s multipurpose dams &
underground flood channels.

. Move from firefighting — resilience building.



Upgrading Army radars

Radars are the eyes of modern air defence systems. Learning from the experience of Op Sindoor, the Army
is acquiring upgraded radar systems to tackle swarms of low-cost drones with small radar signatures

WHAT ARMY IS PROCURING

AMRITANAYAK DUTTA
NEW DELHL SEPTEMBER 17

WITH THE procurement of a range of ad-
vanced air defence (AD) radars. the Indian
Arrmy has begun the process of plugging gaps
imits air defence network along the north-
em and western borders.

This comes four maonths after Operation
Sindoor, during which hundneds of Pakistani
Unmianned Aerial Viehiches [LIAVS) were able
tobreach ndian airspace,

The Ay has sought to procure upto45s
Low Level Light Weight Radars (Enhanced),
up to 48 Air Defence Fire Control Radar-
Drone Detectors (ADFCR-DD), and 10 Low
Level Light Weight Radars {Improved ).

These ADradarscandetect, track, and en-
gage aerial objects with small radar cross-
sections (RCS), lke the Pakistani drones
which infiltrated Indian airspace in May.

How radars work
Radar is the acromym for RAdio llletedmn
And Ranging, Itis a specialised ebectronic sys-
temithat uses radiowaves to determine the di-
rection, distance, and velocity of target abjects.
AD radars are used by the milstary o seardh,
detect, identify and help destroy acrial threats.
In simple terms. a radar comprises two
basic components: a transmitter which
senidsoutradio signals, and a receiver which
collects any reflected signals from a tasget.
The angular direction of a target is deter-
miined based on the direction from which
thhe reflected signals are received; the meas-
urementof the location of atarget at succes-
sive moments helps caloulate its trajectory,
Radars wene developed in the 19305 and
19405, primarily for military wse. Amid the
increasing importance of airpower in war-
fare, radars became essential defensive [and
later offensive) systems for militaries.
There are primarily o kindsof ADradars:
surveillance radars and fire control radars.
The former constanthy surveill the skiesto
detect aevialiobjocs. These detections are then
anahysed by an operator (i withthe
help of computers) to identify the objects
spotted. Sunvelllam rad.arsare not directly
connect weaponsystem
unliceﬁrenmrru!radamwiuchhelpnuhm—
to=3ir g of missiles trget serial threats.

Currently with forces
Baoth the Amiy and the Indian Air Force
(IAF) have both surveillance and fine con-

The Army is procuring both
surveillance and fire control radars.

SURVEILLANCE: Scans airspace;
mot attached toany weapons system

FIRE CONTROL: Used for contral
and targeting by weapons system

trol radars,

The IAF contrals mast of the high and
medium power radars (HPRs and MPRs)
which have ranges of up to several hundred
kilometres and can track aerial threats at
higher altitudes. These are used to tackle
larger threats such as fighter jets, enemy
transport aireralt, or Airbome Wamning and
Control Systern [AWACS].

Both the IAF and the Army also have
some Low Level Light Weight Radars
(LLLRs). These have lower ranges and ane
meant totrack aerial objects. often smaller,
Tying at bower altitudes.

For fire control radars, the IAF has arange
of radars in place, such asthe 3D central ac-
quisition radar afnd the Rajendra radar, The
Armmy, on the other hand, primarily uses
Flycatchers, which are indigenoushy up-
graded Super Fledermaus {USFM) radars,
and the AD tactical controd radar.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

RADARS BEING PROCURED INCLUDE:

LLIWR(I) AND LLUWR(E) which are upgraded mobile

surveillance radars
track small, lew-flying aerial threats, and
ADFCR-DDwhich is a mobile fire

Upgrades long needed

There has long been a need to upgrade
the Army's aging radars. India’s three-day
long conflagration with Pakistanin May fur-
ther made this case.

During Op Sindoor, hundreds of kew-cost

i enemydroneswere used o camouflage a few

surveillance and attack drones. These entered
Indhian airspace: fonm across multiple locations
along the barder, before they were shotdown,

A senior Ay officer said that the pro-
curement of LLIWRs and ADFCR- DDs stems
from the need to tackle future threats from
such smaller, low-flying serial ohjects, such
a5 drones, which can overwhelm cdder AD
systems of even blindside them,

Such ohyjects, the officer explained, are
Freguently being used in new-age conflics
globally. including during OpSindoor and by
Hamas against lsrael Thereis thus aneed to
increase the numiber of LLLRs and other fire
control radars, which cannot only detect
threats with lowRCSbut also identify friend
from foe in a cluttered air space.

RS, or radar signature, is 3 measure of
hinw detectable an object is by radar, useally
represented in square metres; larger the RS,
greater the detectability. The RCS is notonly
the function of the size of an aerial objectbut
also its specific design features: the basic
thrustof modemn stealth technologyisto re-
duce an aircraft's RCS.

The new radars being procured will be
capable of scanning the airspace, detecting
and tracking targets, and priontising them
hased on the threat they pase.

Anenhanced LLLR. for instance, would be
able topick up signals from bow- RCS drones,

Iy used to identify and

including swarms, and transmit target data
ToWweapon systems up to 10 km away,

The ADFCR-DID = which are modem fire
control radars —will be cagableof detecting.
identifying, classifying, and controlling
weapon systems to target even the smallest
surveillance and attack drones, making de-
struction of such threats far more effective.

India’s AD infra

India’s AD infrastructure comprises AL
guns and surface-to-air missiles like the
Russian S-400s and the indigenous Akash
mikssile system. Despite some breaches, this
system performed remarkably during
Operation Sindoor, and prevented Pakistan
oo indlicting amy significart darmage during
its aerial farays into India.

The Arrny has the Akashteer system in
phace, This provicles a commaon, real-time air
picture to the controel rocm, radars and AD
guns. enabling coordinated AD operations
by integrating variows radar systems, sensors
and communication technologies intoa sin-
gle operational framework.

Similarty, the IAF has the Integrated Air
Command and Control System (IACCS),
which is an automated command and con-
ol system that ingegrates data from all air
defence assets to detect, identify, interoept,
and destray hostile intruders, while simul-
taneously controlling offensive packages
deep inside enemy territory.

Ar the mement, the defence establish-
merl is focussing iits energies in setting up a

airdefence shiekd as.a partof
Mmsudmhan Chakra, Towardsthas, the
Defence Research and Development
Ovganisation (DRDO]) lastmanth successfully
conducted maiden light tests of an Integrated
Air Defence Weapon System (ADWS),

Radar Cross Section (RCS): Measure of
detectability; stealth tech reduces RCS.
India’s Current Systems:

o Army —> Akash missiles, Akashteer
(real-time picture), Flycatcher
radars.

o IAF — S-400, AWACS, Rajendra
radar, IACCS.

New procurements: Designed to detect
small, low-flying drones with low RCS,
even in swarms.

Critical Analysis
Pros / Opportunities

Closes a long-standing vulnerability in
low-altitude AD coverage.

Mobile radars — flexible deployment
across border sectors.

Enhances layered defence when
integrated with IAF’s IACCS.
Counters low-cost asymmetric threats
(drones, loitering munitions).

Context & Background

Trigger: In Operation Sindoor (May 2025), hundreds
of low-cost Pakistani UAVs breached Indian
airspace, exposing gaps in India’s low-altitude air
defence grid.

Response: The Indian Army initiated procurement of
45 Low Level Light Weight Radars (Enhanced), 48
Air Defence Fire Control Radars — Drone Detectors
(ADFCR-DD), and 10 LLLWR (Improved).
Institutional backdrop: India maintains a layered Air
Defence (AD) network — Army (low-altitude,
tactical systems like Akashteer), IAF (strategic long-
range systems like S-400, IACCS). DRDO is
pursuing an Integrated AD Weapon System
(IADWS) under Mission Sudarshan Chakra.

Key Facts / Prelims Pointers

. Radar basics: RAdio Detection And Ranging —
Transmitter sends radio waves, receiver detects
reflection; helps find direction, distance, velocity of
aerial targets.

. Types of AD Radars:

Surveillance Radars: Scan and detect aerial
objects (not tied to weapons).

Fire-Control Radars: Guide weapons to engage
threats.

Cons / Challenges

Numbers limited vs long border length.

Procurement dependency on foreign OEMs in some
cases.

Drone tech is evolving faster than countermeasures —
perpetual catch-up.

Cyber vulnerabilities in networked AD systems.

Long-term Implications

Greater push for indigenisation in radar tech.
Future AD will shift focus from fighter jets = drone
swarms & hypersonics.

Stronger Indo-Pak deterrence but risk of escalation
with cross-border UAYV strikes.

Way Forward

Indigenous R&D: Accelerate DRDO’s IADWS, Al-
based drone detection.

Integration: Seamless Army-IAF coordination via
Akashteer + IACCS.

Doctrinal Shift: Move from platform-centric to
network-centric AD warfare.

Global Best Practices: Adopt lessons from Israel’s
Iron Dome, NATO’s C-UAS (counter-UAYV systems).
Scalability: Expand radar numbers for comprehensive
coverage across LoC and IB.



