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SC stays ‘arbitrary’ Wagf changes; upholds Act

Top Court says judgment based on only a

prima facie consideration of the 2025 law

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELIR
he Supreme Count
I o Momday strisck

2025, which it found "pri-
ma facle arbicrary™ while
refusing to freeze the Lw
in fts entirety.
In a judgment on a plea
for interim stay of the lw,
Chied Justice

eszs in mind, so much so
that even discrimination
woven into the statute
would be based on adeg-

fren

Key provishons.
However, this reasoning
dhid mot stop the court from
staying key provisions of
the 2025 Act, Including the
one which required a per-

som intending to create a

nothing wrong in requising
a person to prove that he
had been practising the
faith for at least five years,
considering that Wagf en-
dowments were misused
asa “clever device o tie up
property in order to defeat
ereditors and generally to

of evade the low under the

been practising kslam for at
least fve years. Chief Jus-
tiee Caveal directed the pro-
vision to be shelved until
the government came up
with a mechanism,

Thee coart found “wetally
unconstinstional™ 3 provi
s0 in jon 3C, which
mandated that a Wagl
would lose its character

Its observations will not prevent parties from making
future submissions about the validity of provisions

Yes and no

= Prima et

create 3 wagf

= “Toaally uncoastinetisnal'! Section 3 proviss
e .

i

'l"‘_--'l'ir

e paoperty

o 'Mandancey regiviration:
The Gl fee bl aigur=erti

agan the mandatory
segmtration of Wagfy
esapeetrery

FreniT

the moment somecne
raised a doubt that it was

ROVETTUETERE Property.
Chief Justice Gaval sakd

€Y Texson bo conduct an
inquiry, but it could not
suddenly cease 1o be one
before the designated offic-
er mibmits the report. The
court stayed parts of Sec-
thon 3C that allowed the de-

signated officer and a Scate  of
unilaterally

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context & Background

. Why important now?

. The Supreme Court has partially stayed provisions
of the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025, terming some
sections prima facie arbitrary and unconstitutional.

. Trigger: Multiple petitions challenged the new law
for violating fundamental rights and upsetting the
balance between executive power and judicial
authority.

. Institutional background:

o Wagf: Permanent dedication of property by a
Muslim for religious/charitable purposes.

o Wagqf governance in India was codified under the
Wagf Act, 1954, later replaced by the Waqf Act,
1995, and now amended in 2025.
o Historically, disputes about Waqf property have

been highly contentious due to overlapping
claims between private owners, government, and
religious institutions.

alver revenue and Wagl
Board records, respective
Iy changing the statas. of a
Waqf property into a go-
Vernment property.

Title of propertics
O bkl that determination
of the title (ownership) of a
property came within the
ambit of the udiciary, and
the executive would be
beeaching the fundamen:

Key Facts / Data (Prelims Pointers)
. SC Bench: CJI B.R. Gavai and Justice A.G. Masih.
. Key provisions stayed:

o Mandatory proof of practising Islam for 5 years
before creating a Waqf (stayed until
procedure/mechanism is created).

o Section 3C proviso: automatic loss of Waqf
status if property is doubted to be government-
owned.

o Executive powers to alter Waqf and revenue
records unilaterally.

. Institutional limits imposed:

o Central Waqf Council = max 4 non-Muslims
out of 22 members.

o State Waqf Boards = max 3 non-Muslims out of

11.

The designates e snd State
erally alter revenss and Wagl
i, changiog the 1tstun of 8

A loch at vome of the by features of the Suprems Court ruling
£ the Wagl (Amendeent) A2t

sion of a Wagf propesty.
“It is directed that un-

less the [ssue with regand
1o tithe of the Wagf proper-
1ty i terms of Section 3C of
the Wagl (Amendment)
Act, HR2S s not finally de-
cided i proceedings un-

State High Court, neither
the Wagfs will be dispos-
sessed of the propenty nor
the entry in the revenus re-

= cords and the recosds of

o CEOs of State Waqf Boards — preferably
Muslims.

the Wagl Board shall be af:
ffected,” the court sid. To
balance the equities and o
protect valuable govern:
it propenthes, the oo
sald it was imperative that
Mustawallis. (managers) of
these disputed Wagfs did
mot create any third-party
rights until the final deck:
siom of the competent tri-
bunal on the satus of
property,

The Bench directed that
Central  Wagl  Council
would not have more than
four nan-Muskims out of a
total 22 Seate Wagf Boards
‘would limit the mumber of
its non-Muslim members
o three out of a wotal 1L
The apes oourt
that the Chief Executive OF:
ficers of State Wagf Boards
maust be picked from the
Muslim comemnumity “as far
2 possible”.

“Kight from 923, in all
ithe Wagf enactments we

Mustawallis (managers) for

Bench limits the number of non-Muslims on the
Central Wagf councils and State Wagf Boards

& period of W2 yiears coukd

canmot claim that they be
allowed 1o contiaue with
the Wagf even if they are
mot registered,” Justice Ga-
val sakd.

The coust noted that the
Wagf Act, 1995, had al-
Towed registration witheut
any requisemeni o pro-
vide & formal deed, *If for

make an application for re-
gistration, they cannat be
eard w sy that the prow:
sion which now requines
the application w0 be ac:
companied by 3 copy of
the Wanf deed is arbierary,”
the court reasoned.

The judgment prima fia-
e refissed 10 Aocepe an ar-
gument by the petitioners
that a Wagl propeny
woukd lose its stabus if it
was notifed a3 4 “protect-
ed moemEent ™,
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Critical Analysis

Pros / Opportunities

. Separation of powers principle
upheld: title of property can only
be decided by judiciary/Waqf
Tribunal (Sec. 83).

. Historical note: Since 1923, all
Wagqf laws required registration of
Waqfs.

« SC has ensured that executive overreach into judicial
functions is checked.

. Protects Waqf properties from arbitrary
dispossession.

. Strikes balance between minority rights and state’s

Way Forward

. Government must establish a transparent mechanism
for verifying Waqf creation claims.

. Digitization and GIS-based mapping of Waqf and
government properties to prevent overlaps.

. Adoption of best practices from countries like Turkey
(centralized Waqf management) or Malaysia (public
audits of Islamic endowments).

. Encourage community participation with
accountability while safeguarding secular values.

. Strengthen Waqf Tribunals with judicial officers,
better infrastructure, and strict timelines.

interest in safeguarding public property.

. Brings accountability to Waqf management
(registration requirement reinforced).

Cons / Challenges

. Ambiguities remain on the procedure to verify
religious practice.

. Potential administrative delays in resolving title
disputes — risk of property misuse.

. Communal sensitivities may get politicized.

. SC’s directive to limit non-Muslim members may
reignite debates on secular representation.

Long-term Implications
. Strengthens judicial oversight in property disputes
involving religious institutions.
. Could trigger a larger debate on reform of Waqf
management in India.
. May set precedent for balancing religious freedoms
with state regulation.



‘Aadhaar is part of statute, can be used by voters’

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said Aadhaar was
part of the right-to-vote sta-
tute, and voters were per-
mitted to utilise the unique
identity proof to the extent
permitted by the law.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi was responding to sub-
missions  intended to
portray Aadhaar as inferior
to the 11 documents listed
by the Election Commis-
sion for voter verification
during the special inten-
sive revision of Bihar elec-
toral rolls.

Plea order

This has come barely a
week after the court de-
clared Aadhaar as the “12th
document” aggrieved vo-
ters could attach in their

claims and objections for
including or excluding
names on the voter list.
Petitioner-advocate Ash-
wini Kumar Upadhyay,
who wants the court to
rethink its August 8 order
listing Aadhaar as the 12th
document, said any person
could get an Aadhaar, and

age, citizenship, residence,
or domicile” Mr. Upad-
hyay said.

Justice Bagchi asked
then what Aadhaar was
meant to prove. Mr. Upad-
hyay said it was merely a
“simple” proof of identity.

Referring to Section 23
(4) of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, Jus-
tice Bagchi asked if Aad-
haar was not part of the
statute which governed the
EC with regard to the right

Section 23(4) of the
Representation of
the People Act allows
use of Aadhaar to
authenticate entries

to vote and inclusion on
the rolls.

The Section permits EC
officials to use Aadhaar to
authenticate entries on the
electoral rolls.

To this, Mr. Upadhyay
argued that Aadhaar could
not be equated with any of
the other 11 documents.
“S0, are you saying that a
land record (one of the 11
documents) is more rele-
vant than Aadhaar?" Jus-
tice Bagchi queried.

The court issued notice
on Mr. Upadhyay's plea,
and fixed October 7 to hear
arguments on the legality
of the special intensive re-

vision. It said its judgment
would prevail over anyth-
ing that may happen.

Mr. Upadhyay argued
the SIR order of June 24 en-
visaged not only a proof of
identity but also suppaort-
ing evidence of eligibility,
including place of birth or
residence as per the 1950
Act. Consequently, accep-
tance of Aadhaar alone,
without  accompanying
proof of place of birth or
other eligibility criteria, di-
luted the intended scheme
of the order. He also ar-
gued in favour of a “pan-in-
dia” SIR to root out “fo-
reign infiltrators” who had
sneaked their way into the
electoral rolls. “Bihar has
lakhs of Bangladesh na-
tionals and Rohingyas..”
the petitioner-advocate
submitted.

To this, Justice Surya
Kant responded that the

EC knew the law, and
could distinguish between
citizens and infiltrators on
the voter list.

Senior advocates AM.
Singhvi and Gopal Sanka- *
ranaraynan urged the

Election Commission of India
(ECI) — constitutional body under
Article 324.

NRC and Citizenship debates —
relevance of Aadhaar vs proof of
citizenship.

Right to Vote — a statutory right
(not a fundamental right).

Right to Privacy — Article 21.

court to hear their peti-
tions on the validity of the
SIR exercise itself. They
said the EC was well imto
conducting SIRs in other h
parts of the country.

“We are watching this
with great trepidation... A
meeting of the EC was held
on September 10. It is cru-
cial that this court hears
the case soon or SIR would °
so0n become fait accom-
pli,” Mr. Sankaranaraynan
submitted.

“Why should I, as a citi- .
zen, suffer from the illegal-
ity of SIR,” advocate Vrinda
Grover, also appearing for
the petitioner’s side,
asked

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context & Background

The Supreme Court is hearing a challenge to the
Election Commission’s (EC) Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar.

The immediate trigger was the inclusion of Aadhaar
as the 12th valid document for voter verification,
alongside 11 other documents already listed by the
EC.

Concerns were raised that Aadhaar is not proof of
citizenship, and therefore its inclusion could lead to
non-citizens gaining voting rights.

The issue sits at the intersection of citizenship,
electoral integrity, and data privacy.

Historically, electoral reforms have been closely
linked to debates around purification of rolls,
electoral fraud, and migrant inclusion/exclusion (e.g.,
NRC in Assam).

Key Facts/Data (Prelims Pointers)

Section 23(4), Representation of the People Act, 1950
— permits EC to use Aadhaar to authenticate entries
in electoral rolls.
Aadhaar Act, 2016 — Aadhaar is a proof of identity,
not proof of citizenship/residence.
Supreme Court Judgments:

o Puttaswamy (2017) — affirmed right to privacy.

o Puttaswamy (2018) — upheld Aadhaar as

constitutional but restricted mandatory use.

EC Rulebook: 11 existing documents (e.g., passport,
land record, driving licence, etc.) + Aadhaar (added
as 12th).
Current Case Timeline: Plea fixed for hearing on
October 7, 2025.

Static Linkages

Representation of the People Act, 1950 & 1951 —
statutory basis of electoral rolls and conduct of
elections.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities/Pros
. Aadhaar offers ease of authentication, reduces
duplication of voter rolls.
. Could enhance digital governance in elections.
. Useful for preventing “bogus voting” and migration-
related roll duplication.
Challenges/Cons
. Aadhaar not proof of citizenship, raising fears of
enfranchising non-citizens.
. Risk of exclusion errors — poor, women, migrants
often lack supporting documents.
. Privacy and surveillance risks — linking Aadhaar to
voting may create profiling concerns.
. Legal ambiguity: Aadhaar’s status is identity-only, but
EC uses it as citizenship-linked authentication.

Long-term Implications

. Sets precedent for digital democracy and Aadhaar’s
role in governance.

. May trigger larger debate on citizenship verification
before elections.

. If unchecked, could create a constitutional clash
between Parliament’s law and Supreme Court’s
interpretation.

Way Forward
. Clear parliamentary guidelines on Aadhaar’s role in
electoral rolls (identity vs citizenship).
. Conduct nationwide public consultations before
major electoral reforms like SIR.
. Ensure alternative documents remain valid,
preventing exclusion of vulnerable groups.
. Adopt global best practices —
o Estonia: e-voting with robust digital ID +
citizenship registry.
o Germany: separate citizen registry to prevent
confusion with general ID.
. Strengthen data protection laws (pending DPDP Act
implementation) to ensure electoral privacy.



Unlocking innovation with India’s procurement reforms

rocurement policles, often designed
with transparency and cost-efficiency
in mind, have long had unintended
consequences for research and

2]

How has procurement evoheed globally?
Globally, mations leading in R&D outcomes have
already procurement as something
that acts as a catalyst for innovation - not just a

Labs, as that would probably open up the

. Exemption from GeM: Specialised
research equipment no longer
mandatorily routed through GeM.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context & Background

Procurement in India has traditionally been rule-

bound and compliance-heavy, prioritising fraud
prevention and cost-efficiency.

. This rigid framework often delayed or compromised

research by forcing scientists to buy low-quality

equipment through the Government e-Marketplace

(GeM) or undergo lengthy exemption processes.
. Trigger: In June 2025, the Government of India

amended the General Financial Rules (GFR) to

improve flexibility for R&D procurement.

. Aim: To remove bottlenecks, speed up purchases,
and align procurement with the needs of innovation

ecosystems.

Key Facts / Prelims Pointers

. Direct Purchase Limit: Raised from 1 lakh — 2

lakh.

. Purchase Committee Limit: Increased (e.g., ¥10 lakh

— 225 lakh).

qury bt ®@Hallenges

[Way Forward

. Ethics & misuse: Greater discretion raises
corruption/favouritism risks without strong monitoring.

. Domestic suppliers: Risk of being sidelined if global
tenders dominate.

. Threshold adequacy: ¥2 lakh direct purchase ceiling still
too low for high-tech fields.

. Capacity gap: Institutional heads may lack training in
procurement best practices.

Outcome-weighted tenders: Evaluate bids on innovation,
quality, scalability — not just cost.

. Sandbox exemptions: Allow IITs/CSIR labs to bypass
GFR for a portion of purchases, tied to innovation KPIs.

« Procurement for Innovation Centre (Indian KOINNO):
Dedicated agency to guide innovation procurement.

. Staged procurement (PCP model): Fund prototypes —
pilots = scaling.

. Al-driven procurement assistant: INDIAai ecosystem to
predict customs delays, scan global catalogues, reduce
decision cycles.

. Co-procurement alliances: Pool demand of multiple labs

. Limited Tender Enquiry (LTE): Threshold raised
(e.g., 50 lakh — %1 crore).

. Global Tender Enquiries (GTE): VCs/Directors can
now approve tenders up to ¥200 crore for scientific
equipment and consumables.

for economies of scale.

. Transparency & accountability: Public dashboards,
performance-linked procurement audits, whistleblower
safeguards.




India’s economic ambitions need better gender data

omen contribute just 16% to India’s

GDP today, but continuing with

business-as-usual means that trillions
of dollars will be left on the table. India's
aspiration to become a $30 trillion economy by
2047 rests on a smple truth: incusive growth
cannod happen if half its population remains
fimvisible in the data that drive policy and
fimvestment. Nearly 196 million employable
women are outshde the workfonce. While the

5 the Founding CED

When inequities become visible, acthon
follows. In Uitar Pracesh’s transport sector for
instance, data anakysis of bus drivers and
conductors in the State and the low percentage of
‘women in this segment prompied the
drplﬂmltwmdtm recruitment strategies

and address foundational infrastruchire gaps
such as women's restrooms in bus terminals,
These changes, while modest, are catalytic, and
are unlikely to have ocourmed without

of The Ud,

Female Labour Force Participation Rate has Foundaton sender-specific insights.
improved to 41.7%, anly 18% of these women are ﬂ-eWF.F.Indﬂmhwwv:h:nsuﬂsm
i formual employment. The question is mot just Ibe systematised. By mapping where women drop
Thow India creates opportunities for women, but off — from school to skilling. skilling 1o work, or
Thow it ensures that these opportunities are entrepreneurship o it — it moves the
visible, measurable, and acted on across every comversation beyond particdpation rates 1o
department of governance. structural barriers. Consider this striking pattern:

while women dominate (more than 50%)
A district-level tool Vivek Kumar enrolment in Uttar Pradesh’s skilling
The launch of the Women's Econommic programmes, they a fraction of
Empowerment (WEE) Index by the Government | 5ree o L4 reghtered enreprencurs, with thelr access 1o
of Uttar Pradesh - the first in India - offers a Foundation credit being even more limited. This

glimpse of what is possible. This district-leveel tool
tracks women's participation across five
economic bevers: employment; education and

The
Government of

nu:mlypartkipatlmdgzwlm:akn:hrswunk
Tarriers to finar enterprise support — data
ithat can directly inform policy reform.

It also calls for moving beyond surface- level
counts to track retenthon, leadership, re-entry,
and of em; . particularly at stages
after Class 12 in school and post-graduation,
where female dropout rates surge.

Equally important is the need for a rethink on
is

and more. It is simple - you cannot budget for
what you do not mexsure.

Help for States moving ahead

What Uitar Pradesh has piloted is a foundation
that can be replicated and scaled. States such as
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashera, Odisha and
Telangana have already set irillion-dollar
economic goals. To achieve them, they must
leverage their gender dividend. A robust
framework such as the WEE Index can help
States trandlate intent into implementation -
turning data imto district-wise gender
that guide budget allocations, infrastructure
priofities and programmatic reforms.

Inclia’s gender gap is not new, but Indias
response o it must evolve. The solution would
involve a fundamental change in how India sees,
mieasures and responds to gender across every
level of

The WEE Index is ot the finish line but the

action plans

Static Linkages

. Polity & Constitution:

o Art. 14 (Equality), Art. 15
(Non-discrimination), Art. 39
(DPSP — Equal livelihood
opportunities), Art. 42, Art.
46.

. Economy: Labour market
reforms, credit & MSMEs,
informal sector challenges.

. International:

SDG 5 (Gender Equality),
Global Gender Gap Report
(WEF),

skilling: rencurship; livelihood and : !

maobility, and safety and inclusive infrastrucrure, | Uttar Pradesh’s The need for data from every system

Its significance lies beyond the index. It signals a Women's If India s serious about closing its gender gap at
shift toward embedding a gender lens in every Economic scale, e data miust becorme
dataset, every department, and every decision, Empowerment universal and normative. This requines
coomomic webbeingead iasucae. vey ey | e B 8 dETAnDCata Wanageuent IorAion YHET -
dsa:prplelhsdrftahypndcr. Without this model that can | g medtium enterprises to
lens, gaps remain hidden. Without visibility, be replicated transport to housing - and building the capacity
reforms stall. And without reforms, exclugion ACTOSS ol local governments to collect and wee this data
becomes entrenched. the country effectively to create effective gender action plans.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context & Background

Women contribute only 18% to India’s GDP, despite
being ~50% of the population.

196 million employable women are outside the
workforce.

Female Labour Force Participation Rate (FLFPR):
41.7%, but only 18% in formal employment.

India’s aspiration to be a $30 trillion economy by
2047 depends on closing the gender gap.

Core issue = Women’s invisibility in data,
policymaking & budgetary allocations.

Key Facts / Prelims Pointers

WEE Index (Women’s Economic Empowerment
Index):
o Launched by Government of Uttar Pradesh (first
of its kind in India).
o Tracks women’s participation across five levers:
1. Employment

ii. Education & Skilling

iii. Entrepreneurship

iv. Livelihood & Mobility

v.Safety & Inclusive Infrastructure
Gender Budgeting: Often limited to welfare schemes;
needs mainstreaming into all departmental
expenditure.
Example: In U.P. transport sector, gender data — led
to targeted reforms (female recruitment + women’s
restrooms at bus terminals).
Skilling vs Entrepreneurship gap: Women >50%
enrolment in skilling programmes, but very low as
registered entrepreneurs — highlights barriers in
credit & finance access.

starting block. It makes visible what has long
been invisible and offers a road map to move
wormnen from the manging to the mainsream of

o World Bank studies linking

India's growth story. gender equality with higher
GDP.
Critical Analysis
Strengths:

Makes gender gaps visible & measurable at district
level.

Enables data-driven policymaking (example: transport
sector reforms).

Replicable model for other States with trillion-dollar
economic goals.

Challenges:

FLFPR rise not matched by formal jobs.

Persistent structural barriers: credit, mobility, safety,
care responsibilities.

Gender budgeting risks remaining tokenistic unless
mainstreamed across sectors.

Way Forward:

Universal adoption of gender-disaggregated data in
MIS across departments.

Capacity-building of local governments for data
collection & usage.

Move beyond numbers: track retention, leadership
roles, re-entry post-marriage/maternity.

Apply gender lens in every rupee spent (not just
women-centric schemes).

UPSC Takeaway
. The WEE Index is a governance innovation linking

gender equity with economic growth.

. It provides a roadmap for inclusive growth, ensuring

women'’s visibility in policy, budget, and institutional
reforms.

. India’s demographic and economic aspirations depend

on mainstreaming women into the economy.



A CALL TO REASON

Israel should heed message of UN General Assembly resolution
on two-state solution. It cannot have security by force alone

HE IDEA OF a two-state solution to the Palestinian issue — a sovereign State of
Palestine alongside lsrael — dates back to 1937 (when the present-day State of
Israel didn't exist). Since then, multiple efforts to implement the policy have
failed, the most notable being the Oslo Accords of the early 1990s. Israel's occu-
pation of Gaza and the West Bank after the 1967 war, and its subsequent settlementexpan-
sionin the latter, gradually eroded the possibility of such a solution. Today, lsrael effectively
controls all territory from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean. But Israels brutal war in
Gaza, launched in response to Hamas's October 7 terrorist attack, has revived the global de-
bate on the two-state framework. At its 80th session, the UN General Assembly on September
12 overwhelmingly endorsed a declaration — stemiming from a July UN conference hosted
by Saudi Arabia and France — calling for "tangible, imebound, and irreversible steps™ towards
atwo-state solution. The resolution, which also demanded anend to the war and the estab-
lishment of a Palestinian Authority government in Gaza, passed with 142 votes in favour, 10
against,and 12 abstentions. Among the notable votes in support was thatof India.

Significantly, India's vote in support comes after three abstentions at the UN: In October
2023 (calling for a humanitarian truce), Septemnber 2024 (demanding Israel end its un-
lawful presence in the occupied Palestinian territories), and June 2025 (calling fora cease-
fire in Gaza). New Delhi's decision is welcome, especially at a time when Israel seems to
belosing global support, including that of its traditional supporters, and there is growing
opposition to the warwithin Israel as well.

General Assembly resolutions are not binding. But ata moment when, in the words of
the UN, Israel is “systematically” and “permanently extinguishing the Palestinian pres-
ence”in parts of Gaza, suchvotes keep the flame of a two-state solution alive. The creation
of aState of Palestine will be extraordinarily difficult, not least because the US, Israels clos-
est ally, refuses to support it. Washington opposed the September 12 resolution, dismiss-
ing it as “another misguided and ill-timed publicity stunt” and a *gift to Hamas". Yet, the
resolution has also called for a Hamas-free Gaza. Israel cannot achieve security through force
alone. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who has repeatedly and unapologetically re-
jected a two-state solution, would do well to heed the world's renewed call for a political
compromise, end the bloodshed of Gazans and save the hostages, and work towards a fu-
ture inwhich both Israelis and Palestinians can live in peace.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context & Background

. The idea of a two-state solution dates back to 1937,
before the State of Israel was created.

« Oslo Accords (1990s) were the most notable attempt
to implement it.

. 1967 Arab-Israeli War — Israel occupied Gaza &
West Bank; settlement expansion undermined two-
state viability.

. The October 7, 2023 Hamas attack and Israel’s
subsequent war in Gaza reignited global debate.

Recent Development
. 80th UN General Assembly (12 Sept 2025):
o Overwhelmingly endorsed a timebound,
irreversible two-state solution roadmap.
o Vote count: 142 in favour, 10 against, 12
abstentions.
o Also called for:
- End to the war.
- Establishment of a Palestinian Authority
government in Gaza.
- Hamas-free Gaza.
. India’s stand: Voted in favour, breaking its recent
pattern of abstentions (Oct 2023, Sept 2024, June
2025).

India’s Position — Significance

. Marks a shift from cautious abstention to a proactive
support for Palestinian statehood.

. Aligns with India’s historical backing of the
Palestinian cause (Non-Aligned Movement era).

. Reflects India’s balancing act between strategic ties
with Israel (defence, tech) and long-standing support
for Palestine.

. Helps India maintain credibility in Global South and
among Arab partners (energy security, diaspora
interests).

Global Dynamics

. Support waning for Israel, even among traditional
allies.

. US opposed resolution, calling it “misguided” and “a
gift to Hamas”.

. Growing domestic opposition inside Israel to
prolonged war.

. The resolution, though non-binding, symbolises moral
& diplomatic pressure.

Static Linkages
. Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) — India’s early pro-
Palestine stance.
. UN & International Law — UNGA resolutions are
non-binding, UNSC holds enforcement power.
. Energy Security — Dependence on West Asian oil.
. Diaspora factor — 9M+ Indians in West Asia.

Critical Analysis
. India’s vote shows diplomatic recalibration, balancing
realpolitik with values.
. A two-state solution remains difficult:
o Israel’s rejection (PM Netanyahu openly
opposes).
o US opposition (Israel’s closest ally).
o Palestinian politics fractured (Fatah vs Hamas).
. Still, resolutions keep diplomatic pressure alive and
preserve the vision of peace.
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It never rains, it pours

InUttarakhand, the quiet churn of climate change and seasons out of thythm

SHUBHRA CHATTER]JI

WEARE IN the thick of the apple harvest sea-
son, late July tolate October. The upper Tons
Valley breathes apples this time of year.
Gumboots squelch through keechar as farm-
ers tug bright red fruit off branches. Filled ap-
ple crates stack up along the roadside,
Camper vans thud and groan down broken
mountain tracks, carrying the season’s haul
inaslow, bone-rattling descent. And it pours,
ceaselesshy.

A couple of weeks ago, | sat with our
neighbours Privanka and her husband,
Devinder Negi in their kitchen, drinking hot
tea, We were drenched. They had been
plucking apples, I had been filming them.
Their orchard is in Kotgaon. Privanka remem-
bers winters when snow swallowed her
whole, even as she stood on tiptoe — today
Kotgaon gets barely more than a powdery
dusting inlate winter. “Now, if it snows even
aninch, we go toth le and give thank

Without enough of that deep, restive cold,
the tree doesn't flower fully, and the fruit it
bears are fewer, weaker.

We've been battling incessant rain here
this year. Here is the Mori Tehsil of the Upper
Tons Valley, 38 far-flung villages stitched be-
tween thick pine and deodar forests, where
ahundred mountain springs roar back to life
eachmonsoon Awildlife sanctuary sprawls
around us, scattered with leopard and snow
leopard, porcupine, bear, jackal, mountain
deer,and t} 1l keys th

Thisis not the immediate violence of the
river breach in Dharali, Harsil — just 35 miles
away as the crow flies, inthe same district of
Uttarkashi — that drowned fields and flat-
tened buildings. Here, and across the breadth
of the Himalaya, even in the places un-
touched by ref di h
never make it to the news, the damage seeps
inquietly, butcruelly. It gnaws at livelihoods,
chews through what people grow, what they
eat, !hgwgtheylm.

vopsof|
farmers are forced to wage war against. The
monkeys strip the apples off trees, raid the
rajma fields and dig out the potatoes, the
three lifeline crops here that fill the kothars
alongside ragi, amaranth, rice, and seasonal
wvegetables. This year, the rains, which usu-
ally slow down after August 15, are still un-
relenting. They have wrecked the roads,

landelid.

as we will have a good apple crop,” she said,
Apples need a long winter dormancy when
the temperature holds steady between 0°C
and 7°C. Those cold hours act like a reset but-
ton for the tree, letting it rest, gather strength,
and prepare to blossom come spring.

pushing us to take dangerous
kachcha detours, Trucks loaded with fruit
crawl towards the mandi in Dehradun, 200
km away, sometimes stranded for hours
while the apples soften in their crates, the
farmers' year-long labour bleeding away on
the roadside.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context & Background

. What triggered it?

. Unusually prolonged and intense monsoons in Mori
tehsil (Uttarkashi, Uttarakhand) coinciding with

apple harvest season (July—October).

. Why important?

o Affects horticulture-based livelihoods (apples,

rajma, potatoes).

o Highlights climate change in fragile Himalayan

agro-ecosystems.

o Illustrates “slow violence” — cumulative but less
reported disasters (crop failures, post-harvest

losses, livelihood erosion).
. Institutional backdrop:

. Disaster management (NDMA/SDMA),
horticulture promotion (MIDH), crop insurance
(PMFBY), community seed banks, cold-chain

logistics.

Key Facts / Prelims Pointers

. Apple physiology: Needs chill hours between 0°C—
7°C for winter dormancy — flowering & fruiting.

. Cropping mix in valley: Apples, rajma, potatoes,
ragi, amaranth, rice, seasonal vegetables.

. Climate impacts reported:

o Extended monsoon rains (beyond August 15).
o Halil, delayed rains in earlier years, reduced

snowfall in winters.

o Landslides cutting road access, repeated power

cuts.

. Geography: Mori tehsil, Uttarkashi district,
Uttarakhand; pine/deodar forests, wildlife-rich

Himalayan landscape.

i 1, who works with us, tells me
one evening, “The word isthat the rajmacrop
is destroyed by the long-drawn monsoon
this year.” The leaves are turning yellow. Last
wvear, the rains came too late. The year before,
hail tore the almost-ready beans in early
October. We built a seed bank, not only to
save the old varieties which are fast disap-
pearing, but just so farmers would have

hseed to plant next year. Rajmohan is
convinced rajma will disappear from the val-
ley within five years, “ltmi mefnat, sab bar-
baad™. So much effort, all wasted.
The unabated monsoons themselves are
adeluge ofinconveniences, Trees crash into
power lines, plunging villages into darkness

for days. Three times over the last month
we lost electricity for nearly a week at a
stretch. The lines get patched up only for
the next storm to rip them apart again, Here,
you feel the wrath of nature without a fil-
ter. Thunder ricochets off the cliffs, Rivers
froth and howl. Rain batters rooftops until
your pulse syncs with the downpour.
Climate anxiety doesn't feel abstract ina
place like this, it feels very real, the breath
quickeningin your chest as lightning strikes
a tree with a resounding crack.

Thisisour 14th year in the mountains, and
the first year we felt summers so stifling we
caved and bought a fan. A table fan, not yet a
ceiling fan, holding on to the hope that next
summer will retum to“normal”, That winters
will bring back their three feet of snow, that
spring will bring ample blossom, that rains
will end in rainbows. But it’s been five years
since we saw what we once called a regular
weather year. Maybe this irregularity isregu-
lar now. Is that what they call climate change?
Westill pine for what we used to know.

The writer is a filmmaker and
co-founder of Tons Valley Shop & SAYB

Critical Analysis
Opportunities:

. Schemes & Institutions:

o

o

PMFBY - crop insurance.
MIDH - horticulture
development.
NDMA/SDMA - disaster
preparedness.

Seed banks — community
adaptation for preserving
local varieties.

. High-value horticulture = scope for processing/value

addition.

. Community initiatives like seed banks show resilience.
. Small technologies (solar cold rooms, weather
advisories) can reduce losses.

Challenges:

. Erratic monsoon & declining snowfall disrupt cycles.
. Weak infrastructure (roads, electricity).

. Crop insurance often inadequate in remote regions.

. Risk of losing traditional rajma/apple varieties.

Implications:

. Agro-climatic zones may shift upslope or decline.
. Risk of rural livelihood collapse = outmigration.
. Long-term cultural and ecological loss if traditional

crops vanish.

Way Forward

. Agro-climatic monitoring: Install chill-hour and
rainfall trackers with advisories.
. Insurance reform: Index-based crop insurance for

remote hill crops.

. Post-harvest support: Cold storage hubs, better crates,

cooperative marketing.

. Resilient infrastructure: Climate-proof rural roads,
underground power lines.

. Seed & varietal diversity: Support seed banks, breed
low-chill apples & hardy rajma.

. Livelihood diversification: Value-added processing
(dried apples, preserves), eco-tourism.

. Human-wildlife mitigation: Fencing, crop

compensation schemes.

. Landscape planning: Watershed management, soil
conservation, ecosystem services.



Check, mate: Plans for a second indigenous population of cheetahs in MP

ANANDMOHANJ
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 15

TOBUILDa second heme for the cheetahin
India, Madhya Pradesh plans to introduce a
female it the CandhiSagar Sanctuary, the
Chambal river valley wildlife park into
which bwo males were released in April

Kuno National Park, the cheetahs’ first
home, now has 29of the big cats. The chee-
tah had been extinct in the wild in India
before 20 individuals were transported
from southern Africa in two batches in
2022 and 2023,

The planned relocation of a female to
Gandhi Sagar, which straddles the districts
of Mandsaur and Neemuch on Madhya
Pradesh's border with Rajasthan, carries the
exciting prospect of a potential new popu-
lationof cheetahs some 280 km from Kuno.

Nineteen of the cheetahs now in Kuno
were bornin India, and are doing well. The
plan for a mating program at a second

location is being pursued against the
backdrop of deadiocked talks to get more
of the animals from South Africa, Kenya,
and Botswana.

Reproduction in cheetahs

Afemale cheetah reaches physiological
puberty at age 25-30 months, and typically
has her first litter at 29 months, Males, on
the other hand. look tomate after reaching
prime adulthood when they are capable of
acquiring and holding territory, typically
between the ages of 4 and 8 years.

A male cheetah may mate with rmulti-
ple fernales; likewise, a fernale may mate
with more than one male during her recep-
tive period.

Areceptive female sprays urine onveg-
etation and rocks and often moves around
ettensively. Other behavioural signs inchade
frequent rolling, rubbing, sniffing, and vo-
«calising and an increased tolerance for male
cheetahs nearby.

Males react toa fernale in estrus with a

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Background

series of yelping or stuttering calls. After
mating. the male and female stay together
fior a few days. during which they may con-
tinue to mate three to five times every day
on average, The female leaves the male
‘when she is no longer receptive.

Pregnancy, birth of cubs

Indications of preg-
nancy may include in-
creased appetite and
weight of the female.
Cestation lasts for three

CONSERVATION

but ahways coming back tothe den
The female nurses her cubs for about 4
manths, and during this period and in the
latter weeks of her pregnancy, she expends
2-5 times more energy in attempts to avoid
predators and search for water and food.
Cheetah cubs grow faster than the young
of any other large felid, gaining about 45
gramsof weight daity. To
maintain milk
production for cub
growth, the mother
needs more than 1.5 kg

months, and a litter
could include up to s cubs.

Female cheetahs give birth in bushy
patches, tall grass, or inrock cavities where
the cubs are well protected. Since all intro-
duced cheetahs in India are radio-collared,
thie location of the mother, which tends to
stay put with her cubs for 2-3 days post par-
turition, can be pinpointed.

After the first few days, she begins mov-
ing in a°star’ patter in various directions,

Cheetah extinction in India: Extinct in the wild since

1952.

. Reintroduction: 20 cheetahs brought from Namibia
& South Africa (2022-23).

. Kuno National Park (Madhya Pradesh): First home;
now has 29 cheetahs, including 19 born in India.

Current Development
Second site: Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary (Mandsaur &
Neemuch, MP; near Rajasthan border).

Plan: Relocate 1 female cheetah (post-monsoon) to
mate with 2 males (Prabhash & Pavak).

Goal: Create a second free-ranging population ~280
km from Kuno.

Cheetah Reproduction (Biological Facts — Prelims

Pointers)

. Female puberty: 25-30 months, 1st litter ~29

months.

. Male maturity: 4-8 years (prime age).

. Estrus signs: urine spraying, rolling, rubbing,
sniffing, tolerance of males.

. Mating frequency: 3-5 times/day for several days.

. Gestation: ~3 months, litter size up to 6 cubs.

. Cubs gain ~45 g/day, fastest growth among large

cats.

. Lactation: ~4 months; female requires >1.5 kg

food/day.

Threats & Challenges
. Co-predator conflict: High leopard density (24 in
enclosure, 17 relocated).

. Prey base sufficiency crucial for survival.
. Past incident: Female Daksha died (2023) in violent
mating attempt.
. Climate risk: Cubs died of extreme heat (2023).

of food every day.

Threats to mothers & cubs

] § Chauhan, architect of the Kuno
National Park and a former Principal Chief
Consenvator of Forests (Wildlife) of Madhya
Pradesh, told The Indian Express thatitisa
“good idea” to try to increase the cheetah
population, and more fermales should bein-
troduced into Gandhi Sagar. However, it is
impertant to ensure there are encugh prey

o suppart more of the animals, he said.
The presence of leopards, aco-predator,
in the same area is a major concern.

Twenty-four leopards were ¢ dinth

mating instances. Females at Kuno were
constantly assessed for signs of pregnancy.

Anadequate prey base was provided in-
side the ench

B4-sq-km cheetah enclosure at Gandhi
Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary in late 2024, and
17 of them were relocated by March 2025,

The leopard density in Gandhi Sagar is
now less than in Kuno, while the enclosure
in which the female will be housed is
miuwch larger.

Officials will monitor the female, which
is likely to be moved to Gandhi Sagar after
the monsoon, and the two males, Prabhash
and Pavak, closely before they are allowed
o mate,

InMay 2023, Daksha, a female, died af-
ter suffering grievous injuries in a violent
interactionwath two male cheetahs during
amating attermpt.

Monitoring the process
A dedicated team will monitor the fe-
male cheetah’s hunts and watch out for

Monitoring & Management

. Radio collars track mother & cubs.

frequent supple-

mentation and, insome cases, the supplyof
dressed meat. Feeding was closely moni-
tored for quantity and frequency of meals.

Once the den islocated, wildlife officials
typically begi ce of the
a distance. When the mother goes out hunt-
ing, a vetérinary téam inspects the site
within the first weeks of denning to evalu-
ate litter size and cub survival.

Since a cheetah lost three cubs in ex-
treme heat in 2023, veterinarians in Kuno
have begun to physical ly examine the cubs
for their weight, health, and well-being
once they open their eyes, typically around
10 days after birth. This continues for about
SIX

After the cubs emerge from the denssite,
cameras are set up along probable trails
and around the den to monitor them and
their mother.

. Denning behaviour: Female stays with cubs 2-3 days,
then moves in star pattern.
. Veterinary surveillance: Cub health checks start at 10
days after birth (till ~6 weeks).
. Prey supplementation inside enclosures (live prey &

dressed meat).

. Camera traps around den sites.

Conservation Significance
. Part of Project Cheetah — world’s first intercontinental

translocation of a large carnivore.
. Strengthens India’s global conservation profile.
Aligns with wildlife corridor creation and biodiversity

goals.



