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U.S. has lost’ India to ‘darkest’ China: Trump

MEA did not offer a response to remarks made
regarding the PM's presence at the SCO summit

NEW DELHI

ontinuing his criti
cal remarks about
India, LS. Presi
dent Donald Trump on Fri-
day said that the United
States has “lost™ India to
China, in a reference 1o
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's presence at the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) summit in
Tianjin earlier this week.
The Ministry of External
Affairs did not offer any of-
ficial response W Mr
Trump's remarks. Howey:

er, MEA officials speaking

on the condition of ano-
mymity said that India's un-
derstanding is that the ULS,
tariffl artack on India was
due to a “miscalculation”
of India’s traditional posi-
tion in world affairs.
“Looks like we've lost
India and Fussia to deep-
est, darkest, China. May

they have a long and
prosperoas future togeth-
er,” the US. Presidemt
wiote on his soclal media
platform Truth Social.

Mr. Trump's remarks
were amplified later by
U5, Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick who ap-
peared on a Bloomberg
moming programme and
asked India 1o “stop being
a part of BRICS", a group-
ing of emerging mations
which also Includes Brazl,
Russia, China, and South
Africa.

‘Choose side
“They [india] either need
o decide which side they
weant o be om,” Mr. Lutnick
said.
Asked for a response (o
Mr. Trump's latest re-
marks, MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said he did
not have anything to say on
the matter.

Officials said that the -

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

India-U.S. Relations

Tariffs show a ‘miscalculation’ by the U.S. regime
about India's role in world affairs, officials said

riffs and Mr. Trump's nega-
tive remarks show a “mis-
calculation™ on the part of
the LLS. President.

the world. We are active in
multiple global platforms
and are parinering the LLS.
on many gobal challenges.
Targeting us after nearly 27
years of stable relationship
is nothing but a miscaloula-

Russiano deepest,
darkest, China. May
they have a long
and prosperous
fuiure iogether

DONALD TRUMP
U5 Prosidiet

tion by the Trump Presi-
dency and there is a lot of
criticism internally within
the U8 sdministration
that is making it evident,”

the photograph used on
Mr. Trump's sockal media
post — featuring Mr. Modi
with Russian President Via-
dimir Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping - was
not taken at the recent 500

Jaishankar to join
BRICS summit on
LS. tariffs: MEA

NEW DELII

Externial Affairs Minister 5
Jaishankar will represent india
1 avirtual sumenit of BRICS
mations convened by Brasil to
discuss LS. tariffs en Monday,
the Ministry of External Affairs
said here on Friday.» paGE 3

summit in Tianjin, but pre-
dates the current tensions
In India-U.S. relations.

The MEAs official si-
lence is in line with the
cautious approach that In-
dia has taken with regard
o Mr. Trump's verbal vol-
beys, which have intensi-
fed since he imposed a
punitive 50% tariff on im-
ports from India, citing In-
dian purchases of Russian
crude.

Mr. Jalswal, however,
responded to Mr. Trumgy's
senior counselor on trade
Peeter Navarmo's remarks on
*Brahmins® in India “prof-
teering™ from India’s oil
trade with Russia against
the backdrop of the war in
Ukraine. “We have seen
the Inaccurate and mis-
leading statements made
by Mr. Navarro, and ob-
viously reject them,” he
sakd.

Russia-Ukralne war

While maintaining a stu-
died silence on the US.
President’s remarks, India
has been working on the
dialogue front for a cease-
fire in the Russia-Ukmaine
conflict. The Latest round
of talks ok place on
Thursday, when External
Affairs Minister 5. Jaishan
kar spoke with his Ukrai-
nian counterpart Andrii Sy-
biha, saying that India
seeks the “establishment

1.5, Commerce Secretary Lutnick asks India to
stop being a part of the BRICS and choose a side

of an enduring peace®.
The state of the India-
U.5. relationship has abso
placed a questhon mark on
the prospects of the next
Quad summit that India is
expected to host Later this
year. A recent New York
Times report quoted mubt-
ple sources within the LS.
administration who said
that Mr. Trump is not plan-
ning o travel 1o Incia for
the surmmit. Mr. Jalswal did
not indicate whether the
UL.S. President is expected
o come o India, only say-
ing, “The Leaders’ Summit
s scheduled through di-
plomatic  consulations
among the four partners
(Australia, Japan, India and
the United Stazes).”
Another  opportunity
for high-level engagement
between India and the LL5.
may emerge during the up-
coming UN General As-
sembly session in New
York later this month.

Geopolitical Implications

e Strain in relations: U.S. President Trump's remarks
accusing India of moving closer to China and Russia.

e Tariff dispute: Imposition of 50% tariff on Indian
imports (citing India’s Russian crude purchases).

* Quad implications: Question mark over U.S. President’s

participation in the next Quad Summit in India.

e Diplomatic approach: India maintaining “studied silence”
on Trump's verbal attacks = reflects India’s policy of

strategic patience.

India’s Multilateral Engagements

e SCO Summit (Tianjin): India's presence alongside Russia

and China = perceived in U.S. as “India drifting”.

® BRICS grouping: U.S. Commerce Secretary asking India to

leave BRICS, showing discomfort with India’s
multilateral balancing.

® UNGA session: Possible venue for U.S.~India high-level

talks later in the month.

u.s. Concerns
e Fear of India—-Russia—-China alignment.

e Targeting of India due to Russian crude imports during

Russia—-Ukraine war.
e Allegations by U.S. officials (Peter Navarro) against

Indian “Brahmins profiteering” — sparks controversy,

rejected by MEA.

India’s Stand

e Non-alignment in new multipolar context: India continues

to engage with all major powers (U.S,, Russia, China).

e Russia-Ukraine conflict: India pressing for dialogue and

ceasefire, Jaishankar engaging Ukraine FM.

e MEA’s silence —> avoids escalation, keeps diplomatic

space open.

e Shift in U.S. perception: Trump terming India a “loss to
China” = U.S. anxiety over India’s independent foreign
policy.

e Domestic criticism in U.S.: Officials admit tariffs and
remarks are a “miscaleulation”.

e Strategic balancing: India is central to Indo-Pacific &
Quad, but simultaneously part of SCO and BRICS.



Key Meitei group
rejects govt.s SoO
pact with Kuki-Zo

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The Coordinating Commit-
tee on Manipur Integrity
{COCOMIY, one of the lar-
gest Meitei civil society
groups in Manipur, has re-
jected the signing of Sus-
pension of Operations
(500} pact with the Kuki-
Zo Insurgent groups.

It said that the decision
taken by the Centre “re-
flects an undemocratic and
hegemonic impaosition
upon the indigenous peo-
ple and its elected repre-
sentatives of Mandpur.”

The MHA and the Mani-
pur government signed the
pact with the Kuki-Zo
groups on Thursday with
“re-negotiated terms and
conditions or  ground
rules” It comes ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's expected wvisit to
Manipur on September 13.

Thix is his first visit o
Mandpur since ethnlc vio-
lence between the Kuki-Zo
and Meitel people erupted
on May 3, 2023,

The Kuki-Zo Council
(KZC), a conglomerate of
civil society organisations,
agreed to open the Nation-
al Highway-2 (Imphal-Di-
mapur) passing through
Kangpokpi district “for the
free movement of commu-
ters and essential goods,”
the MHA said.

The COCOMI, which has
been in talks with the Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs
{MHA} to find a roadmap
fior peace in Manipur, said
the extension of the So0
agreement despite “the se-
ries of terrorist and crimi-
nal acts” committed by
these groups was a deci-
sion that ran completely
against the interests of the
indigenous people of Mani-

Jpur.
The COCOMI sald the
popularly-elected govern-

The Sod) pact ran
against the interests

of indigenous
people of Manipur,
says COCOMI

ment of Manipur had,
through a Cabinet decision
an March 10, 2023, unani-
mously resolved 1o abro-
gate the 500 pact. “Under
the current President’s
Rule, the administration is
being run by an authority
appointed from New Delhi,
which lacks the legitimacy
1o represent the people of
Manipur. The decision to
extend the So0 under such
circumstances is illegit-
mate,” COCOMI said in a
statement on Friday.

It said that by extending
legitimacy and recognition
o the armed groups under
the deceptive pact of the
S00, the Government of In-
dia had raised serious
doubts about its role and
responsibility in dealing
with narco-terrorism in the

Tegion. )

“Gol has wilfully disre-
garded the unanimous re
solution of the Manipur Le-
gislative Assembly taken
on February 29, 2024 to re-
voke (abrogate) the 500,
Instead, the President's
Rule adminkstration in Ma-
nipur has been made a par-
ty to the tripartite talks
without any mandate from
the peaple. This act repre-
sents a complete compro-
mise of the basic principles
of democracy,” it said.

It added that the Consti-
tution of India guarantees
free movement o every o
tizen across the country as
a fundamental right. Ho-
wever, by turning this into
a bargaining chip with
armed groups, the Govern-
ment of India had under-
mined its own constity-
tional obligations.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Background

* Suspension of Operations (S00) Pact: A tripartite
ceosefire ogreement between Gol, Manipur govt, ond
Kuki-Zo insurgent groups.

e Latest Development (Sept 2025): GoI and Manipur (under
President’s Rule) signed renewed So0O with “re-
negotiated terms.”

e Context: Ethnic conflict (since May 202 3) between
Meiteis (valley) and Kuki-zo (hills).

Stakeholders

1. Government of India (MHA) - aims at peace through
neqgotiated ceasefire.

2.Manipur Govt (Elected vs. President’s Rule) - Elected
Cabinet (Mar 202 3) wanted abrogation; under
President’s Rule, Centre extended $o00.

3.Meitei groups (COCOMI) - reject pact, term it
undemocratic and legitimising “narco-terrorism.”

Y.Kuki-Zo groups (KZC) - accepted pact, agreed to open NH-
2, lifeline for state’s supplies.

Constitutional / Democratic Issues
e Federalism:
o Manipur Legislative Assembly resolution (Feb 202Y)
abrogated $00.
o Centre overriding under President’s Rule raises
questions on State autonomy.
e Democracy & Legitimacy:
o President’s Rule (Art. 356) - decisions by unelected
administrators vs. will of elected Assembly.
© Raises debate on democratic deficit and Centre-State
balance.
¢ Fundamental Rights:
o Free movement of citizens (Art. 19(1)(d)) used as a
“bargaining chip” with insurgents —> undermines
constitutional guarantee.

Security & Governance Dimensions
® Peace vs. Security Dilemma:

© 3800 allows temporary peace but accused of
legitimising armed groups involved in violence and
narco-trafficking.

o Perception of bias fuels mistrust among communities.

e Narco-terrorism & Cross-border Insurgency:

o Manipur’s geography (porous Indo-Myanmar border,
Golden Triangle proximity) makes it a hub of arms &
drug trafficking.

o Insurgent groups alleged to be deeply linked with
narco-networks.

e Ethnic Conflict Management:

o Meiteis feel Centre is appeasing Kukis —> deepens
trust deficit.

o Opening of NH-2 seen as a concession to armed
groups rather than a state quarantee.

Implications

e Centre-State Relations: Weakening of State govt authority
under President’s Rule.

e Democratic Norms: Undermining Assembly resolutions
could set precedent.

e Ethnic Polarisation: Risks worsening mistrust between
Meiteis & Kukis.

e Counterinsurgency Policy: Raises questions on
effectiveness of ceasefire frameworks (SoO/peace talks)
in NE.

* National Security: Legitimacy to groups linked with narco-
terrorism challenges state authority.



Israel's Gaza City takeover bid begins with strike on high-rise

Assoclated Press
DEIR AL-BALAH

Israel struck a high-rise
building on Friday as the
Army ramped up an offen-
sive in preparations to take
over Gaza City.

Defence Minister Israel
Katz said the strike on the
building was just the begin-
ning, warning “when the
door opens it will not
close” and the Army's ac-
tivity will increase.

His comments come
days after srael began mo-
bilising tens of thousands
of reservists and repeating
evacuation warn| as
part of its plan to its
offensive in Gaza City and
other Hamas strongholds,
which has  sparked
opposition.

Palestinians said lsrael's
strike on Friday targeted
the Mushtaha tower in Ga-
za City, located in the
southern area of the once-

New fronther: |sraeli orces attack the Mushitsha Tower in Gaza City on Friday, s

upscale Rimal neighbour-
hood. lsrael said it struck

the building because it was
used for Hamas
surveillance.

lsrael has declared Gaza
City, in the north of the ter-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Immediate Context

g ¥

ritory, to be a combat 2one.
Parts of the city are already
considered "red zones”
where Palestindans  have
been ordered to evacuate
ahead of expected heavy
fighting.

That has left residents
on edge, including many
who returned after fleeing
the city in the initial stages
of the lsrael-Hamas war.
Moving costs thousands of
dollars and finding space

in the overcrowded south
to pitch a tent feels impos-
sible. But staying behind,
they say, could be deadly.
While this wasn't the
first strike on Mushtaha
tower, it was the first time
the building was targeted
since lsrael announced its
operation (o take Gaza City

Ahmed al-Boari said the
building and the surround-
ing areas were recently in-
undated with displaced fa-
milies who have come
since Israel began operat-
ing on the outskirts of the

dry. ,

The army didn’t allow
people time to evacuate
the building ahead of the
strike, he said. It was un-
clear how many people
were killed in the strike.

lsrael's new offensive al-
50 has sparked widespread
protests among members
of the Israeli public who

fear it will endanger hos-
tages still held in Gaza,
some of who are believed
to be In Gaza City. There
ane 48 hostages still held in
Gaza, 20 of who are be-
lieved to be alive,

Hamas released a pro-
paganda video Friday of
two hostages in Gaza City.
A video shows Guy Gilboa-
Dalal in a car, at one point
joined by another hostage,
Alon Ohel. Gilboa-Dalal
speaks, likely under du-
ress, pleading for the war
o end and to return to
their families. Gilboa-Dalal
was last seen in a video
maore than six months ago
with another hostage, as
they watched other hostag-
es being released during a
ceasefire.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry in Gaza said the
bodies of 69 people were
brought to hospitals in the
enclave over the past 24
hours.

Political & Diplomatic Angle

e Israel’s offensive: High-rise Mushtaha Tower in Gaza City e Domestic Israeli dissent: Civil society protests questioning

struck; Israel claims it was used for Hamas surveillance.
Defence Minister’s warning: “When the door opens it will
not close” — signals escalation and prolonged
operation.

Declaration: Gaza City designated as a combat zone;
parts marked “red zones” for mandatory evacuation.
Casualties: Palestinian Health Ministry reported 69
deaths in last 24 hours.

the offensive due to hostage safety and long war costs.
International concerns: UN, humanitarian organisations
likely to criticise violation of Geneva Convention norms
(indiscriminate strikes).

Regional spillover risk: Intensified Gaza operations could
provoke Hezbollah (Lebanon), destabilise fragile
ceasefires in West Bank.

India’s Posgible Concern Areas
¢ Diaspora security: Indian workers in Israel and students
in West Asio.

Strategic & Security Dimension
e Military mobilisation: Tens of thousands of Israeli

reservists deployed = preparation for large-scale
ground operations.

Hostage issue: ~48 hostages still in Gaza; ~20 believed
alive. Domestic protests in Israel over offensive
endangering them.

Hamas propaganda: Release of hostage videos =
psychological warfare and negotiation leverage.

Urban warfare challenge: High-rise strikes, civilian-dense
areas — high collateral risk, complicates precision
operations.

Humanitarian & Civilian Impact

* Mass displacement: Evacuation warnings —
overcrowding in southern Gazo; scarcity of shelter,
tents, and basic amenities.

Economic strain: Families unable to afford repeated
displacements (costs thousands of dollars).

Civilian casualties: Lack of warning before strikes —
raises concerns about proportionality under
international humanitarian law.

Energy security: Escalation could disrupt oil supplies and
spike global energy prices.

Diplomatic balance: India’s consistent position —> support
for two-state solution, condemn terrorism (Hamas), while
advocating humanitarian restraint by Israel.



External Affairs Minister to
join Brazil-led BRICS virtual
summit on U.S. tariffs: MEA

Suhas
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister 5.
Jaishankar will represent
Indlia at a virtual summit of
BRICS nations on Monday,
the Ministry of External AF
fairs said here on Friday,
announcing Indias partici-
pation in the meeting con-
vened by Brazl President
Lula da Silva to discuss ta-
riffs imposed by the U.S.

The summit, which is
bound o irk the US, go-
vernment, comes days af-
ter Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's visit to China for
the SCO summit and con-
versation with Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
Russian President Viadimir
Putin, which U.S. officials
criticised.

Countries taking part

Brazilian officials have not
confirmed how many of
the 1l'member BRICS
grouping of emerging eco-
nomies will participate in
the summit and at what le-
vel. Shortly after U.S. tariffs
were imposed on August 6,
Mr, Lula had called the Mr.
Modi and said he would
speak to each of the BRICS
members to rally support

5. Jaishankar

towards forming a “com-
mon™ plan to deal with the
move,

On Friday, the Kremlin's
spokesperson  confirmed
that Mr. Putin would take
part in the summit, and
sources said they expected
other confirmations over
the weekend.

“From [India's] side,
it will be the External Af-
fairs Minister [S. Jaishan-
kar] who will be participat-
ing im i, said MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal when asked at a weekly
briefing. “This BRICS sum-
mit is at the leaders’ level,”
he added, but did not clar-
ify why Mr. Modi would not
attend the meeting.

India is the next Chair of
the BRICS grouping, and
will host the summit of

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Event & Representation
e India will be represented by External Affairs Minister s.

countries including Brazil,
Russia, India, China, South
Africa and new members
Egypt, Ethiopia, Indone-
sia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and
the: United Arab Emirates.

The Bragilian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs has not
vet announced the specific
agenda of the meeting to
be held on Monday. Ho-
wever, local media report-
ed that the summit would
discuss the impact of U.S.
tariffs on global trade, and
measures to strengthen
multilateralism in order to
counter the effects of un-
ilateral economic
measures.

The US. has imposed
50% tariffs on goods from
Brazil, like India, the two
countries with the highest
levies worldwide. China
and South Africa also face
high 30% tariffs, and Indo-
nesian goods are levied
19% tariffs, with a waiver
for its most impartant agri-
cultural exports such as
palm oil, cocoa and
rubber,

All other BRICS nations
including Russia and Iran,
which are among the most
heavily sanctioned coun-
tries, are on the lowest
rung of 10% tariffs.

Jaishankar at a virtual BRICS summit on Monday,
convened by Brazil's President Lula da Silva.

attending; no official reason given.

Agenda & Trigger
e Trigger: U.S. tariffs (Aug &, 2025) targeting BRICS

economies.

e Despite being a leaders’ level summit, PM Modi is not

o Brazil & India: 50% tariff (highest worldwide).
o china & South Africa: 30% tariff.

o Indonesia: 19% tariff, but key agri exports (palm oil,

cocooq, rubber) exempted.
o Russia & Iran: 10% tariff (though already heavily

sonctioned).

e Expected agenda:

o Impact of U.S. tariffs on global trade.
o strengthening multilateralism vs. unilateral

sanctions/tariffs.
o Exploring a “common plan” among BRICS nations.

BRICS Membership Dynamics
e Current Il members:
o Original 5: Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa.
o New members (expanded BRICS): Egypt, Ethiopia,
Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, UAE.
e India is next Chair of BRICS —> will host the upcoming in-
person summit.

Geopolitical Context
e summit follows:
o PM Modi’s recent visit to China for SCO summit.
o Meetings with Xi Jinping & Vladimir Putin, criticised by
u.s. officials.
e Likely to irk Washington, given BRICS' positioning as a
counterweight to U.S.-led global order.

Strategic Significance
¢ Trade War escalation: BRICS being pushed closer due to
shared tariff burden.
e India’s balancing act:
o Hosting BRICS next year.
o Deepening ties with QUAD « U.S., while simultaneously
engaging BRICS + SCO (China & Russia).
e Potential testing ground for alternative financial/ trading
frameworks (de-dollarisation debates, BRICS currency,
ete.).



India’s strategic autonomy in a multipolar world

concepts have evalved as dynamically as
“strategic autonon Onee a term

lnﬂ\rhﬂnml‘irlnlﬂ.&lu.ll!ﬂlm,fw
confined to academic debate, it now sits at

competing giants: the United States, China and
Fusska. The pursuit of sirasegic ausonormy is no
a theoretical aspiration. Itis a daily

practice, fraught with complexity and

B C
Strategic autonamy refers 1o a nation's ability

1o make soverelgn decislons in forelgn policy and
defence without being constraimed by external
pressures of alliance obligations. It is not

with A OF h
Rather, it implies flexibility, independence and
the capacity o engage with multiple powers on
one's own terms. For India, the has deep
historical roots, going hack 1o calonk

jom and free India

mh.mybodyehdnmgmphmh::hemd
for s Prom Nehru's non-alignment during the
Cold War 1o the Modi government's
=multi-alignment® in the cument e, sucoessie
povernments have sought 1o preserve India's
freedom of sction while adapting to changing

tical realides. In , stral
oy offers a middle pat bﬂmr@dhbc
politics and passive

revisionizm and d-\\hl'kmu]cﬂvnhm
accentuated byw:ﬂmw'surmndknmky
create a fluid and unpredictable envi

For India, lhlamwmmmns

imtegrity, economic growth, technological
advancement, and stability.

Indiia’s relationship with the United States has
deepened dramatically over the past rwo
decades. From defence cooperation and
Imtelligenee shasing topolnt miitary exercises and
technokogy

I.:\clpdmnl?l.'.‘.tl‘n!a 'bsrael, the United Arab
Eniirabes and the U.S.}and India-Middle
East-Europe Econsmic Corridor (IMBC), and
shared concerns over China's rise have Rurther

2

y
Shashi Tharcor
H & et term
Wemiber of
Parliamant, Congress
(Lo Salsha froem
Thiruvananthaguram,
s chaiman of the
Puaslismentary
Standing Committes
on xternal
8 thoe austiece of ‘Pan
Indica: bndia and
the weeld of
tha 218t centery’

As the global
ofder shifts,
India must
continue 1
walk the
tightrope,
treading a
delicate path
hetween the
Unbted States,
China,

and Russia

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Definition &« Essence

cemented ties. Yet, the relationship is not withou
friction. The Trump adminkstration’s erratic trade

, Bollowed by stinging tariffs and anctions
in his second term, have strained economsic ties.
Washington's pressure on India to reduce s
energy and defence dealings with Russia, and 10
align more closely with western positions, has
tested New Dethi’s resolve.

India’s resporse has been measured. It
continues to engage with the U5, maintains
independent posithons on global conflicts, and
insists on the primacy of national interest over
Ideokogical algmment. This is strategic sutonomy

-Americanism, but a refusal to

* National Interests

o Territorial integrity (esp. China border
issues).
Economic growth & tech advancement.
Energy & defence security.

plisral and potent. lts democracy, be said, was not

Interest, nod sentiment of inherited bias. This B

diplomacy with a spine — assentive, pragmatic,

and unapologetically Indian, seeking wo be fo)
“non-West™ without being “anti-West™. This

stance resonates across the Global South, where

mg-fhlrgmdmuclemmmmwhh (o] -
e e Regional stability in Indo-Pacific +
chocsing to safeguard hcal.:.nd .
wmmmm:mwwmw nelghbour'hood.
vortex of great-power They seek agency,
nod alignment; voloe, not 3
emerges s a vision of India asa

: Major Power Equations
deeply politieal. While India’s pursuit of strategic

e g de v e
China ks also one of India's trading awtonomy is principled, it faces headwinds a it ° u S B
e i i gl [ e e v 8 3 e
"‘“"‘“’"‘J&‘E;’W“"’ﬁ“““””"‘“ hmwmmmrm; . o Deepened defence & tech cooperation,
defence capabilities. At the same time, it redefined - not as isolation, mumwm Quadl IMEC’ Izuz'
participases in multilveral forums such as BRICS | adaprability. L. . .
st Sl Coaprctin Dkt | Bocmalc Rttt oo Pl o Frictions: tariffs, trade disputes, U.S.
rurgamig:hhrdmm- pos I-nnlnlhndmmrﬁmlhﬂh ﬂ . t. t.
il Lo i et pressure on Russia ties, sanctions
asserting soveretgary and refusing 1o be another shdll, bun economic strength, .
country’s counterweight to.a rising China, while | capability and political coherence. We cannot be reglmes,
mmm;mm“mamdymummmhm wlqm m:m,urwra-mmu&ni . . .
:ﬂm@"ﬁw_nmm&ﬁ el v e competin, o India’s stance: engage without being
y niot prechude diph ¥ ditiomal
m&wwmum:m . mwmwmmmwmmm subsumed.
Inadin’s relstionship with Russia is rooted in Ericlia's recent efforts 1o
Cold War solidarity, defence cooperation and pmfmmm.dmmb..ﬂmuh ° Ch .
shared sirategic interests. wodoe in ghobal tech governance are steps in this Ina:
growing closeness to Befjing and Russia's global direction. .
g e e e W than 2 g o Challenge: border tensions (Galwan,
weapons, and engaging diplomatically. This has Serategic autonomy ks not just a slogan., itlsa . .
&%“ﬁ“mm.pm.uﬂﬂ““ mm!ﬂi;;.mm“r;a‘:rxml arig. Asthe giobl 1020), strategic rlvaer'
historical, sonal and not subject to cnder shifts, India muss continue steadily 1o walk b .
e TN oot chowclly ey | e ikirope - g wth e L. it o Necessity: large trading partner,
a:mumm.:«umq:;br::mmmu ont Eariing b ke et Brvest BRICS/SCO cooperation
Sbcut reiskog 1 choes ihies I Wsary conies, | capabilles,cudrae parership, ind wmert ks '
ol ke gty oy s, | g, bt ot e w1 o Strategy: deterrence + cautious

Disring msm
Mindster Narendra Modi declured that India was
i the voice of the Global South — unbowed,

e Strategic autonomy = ability of a nation to pursue

sovereign foreign policy and defence decisions free from

external pressure or alliance obligations.

e Distinct from isolationism or neutrality; implies flexibility °
+ independence + engagement on one’s own terms.
e For India = rooted in colonial past and Nehru's Non-

Alignment Policy; evolved into multi-alignment in
contemporary era.

Historical Evolution

e Nehru era (Cold War): Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) = "

autonomy amidst bipolar world.

e Post-Cold War (1991 onwards): Economic liberalisation,
engagement with U.S. + West, but retained ties with

reclaims its within it. Sirateghe ssnoTy
s mat about standirg alone; it is about standing

stright, an tanding all. engagement; neither confrontation nor

copitulation.

* Russia:
o Legacy partner in defence & energy.
o Post-Ukraine war isolation — India still engages (oil
imports, arms deals).
o Criticism from West resisted.
Strategy: diversification without abandonment.

Global South Dimension
¢ India as voice of Global South during G-20 presidency
(2023).
® Advocates multipolarity, pluralism, and “non-west but not
anti-west” diplomacy.
Resonates with middle powers seeking agency, not
alignment.

Challenges to Strategic Autonomy

Russia. e Global constraints:

e 2lst century (Modi era): Multi-alignment — pragmatic o Interdependent economy & supply chains.
partnerships across rival blocs (Quad, SCO, BRICS, I2U2, o Tech ecosystems dominated by few global players.
IMEC).

Contemporary Drivers

e Geopolitical Flux

o U.S. unipolar moment fading — multipolarity

emerging.

o Assertive Chino, revisionist Russio, fractured west. D
o Middle powers and Global South seeking agency.

o Climate change, cyber threats, AI, space race —>
demand cooperation.

e Domestic constraints:

o Political polarisation.

o Economic vulnerabilities (import dependence, energy
security).
Institutional limitations in foreign policy & defence
modernisation.




Recalibrating Autonomy in 21st Century
e Not isolation = but resilience + adaptability.
e Expands into new domains:
o Data sovereignty « cyber security.
o Digital infrastructure & AL
o Critical minerals & supply chain diversification.

Way Forward
e Invest in capabilities: defence modernisation, indigenous
tech, economy.
e Balanced diplomacy:
o U.S.— partner, not patron.
o china = rival, but engage.
o Russia — old ally, but adapt.
e Leadership in multilateralism: G-20, BRICS+, Global South
platforms.
e Assgertinterests with clarity and confidence =
autonomy as resilience, not isolation.




Fixing problems, unlocking India’s gmwth potermal

ndia’s economic journey has always been

shaped by bold reforms, and the latest set of

Goods and Services Tax (GST) measures
announced at the 56th GST Council meeting on
September 3, 2025, may well prove to be one of
the most consequential yet. For years, businesses

3

boost as now more affordable small cars,

, buses and trucks will encourage
demand aml investment in auto-manufacturing
hubs.

Helping exporters and MSMEs
The rationalisation of rates would also help

ion — the sig
be overstated.
Institutional reform has also received a boost
with the operationalisation of the Goods and
Services Tax Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT). By
enabling faster and fairer resolution of disputes,

of this step

and policymakers alike have called for Harsha Vardhan GSTAT will strengthen confidence in the system
simplification, predictability, and fairness in Agarwal exporters. Long-standing distortions created by and reduce case backlogs. This signals that GST is
India’s indirect tax regime. With the latest is Presidert, inverted duty structures in textiles, fertilizersand | not just about revenue collection but also about
decisions - streamlining rates, correcting Federation of Indian renewables are finally being corrected. This will building a fair and predictable tax framework that
lies, easing compli and strengthening Chambers of make Indian products more commtw globally | businesses can trust.

dispute resolution — the government has while reducing import depend The broader message is equally important. The
delivered a package that balances ambition with Industry (FICCI) Export-heavy sectmmchashand:mﬂs, , | streamlined two-rate GST structure (a standard
pragmatism. and ensheerhggoods most driven by micro, rate of 18% and a merit rate of 5% with a special

What makes this moment special is not just the and medium enterprises (MSME) — are well | de-merit rate of 40% for a select few goods and
scope of the changes but also the collaborative plaudmgamblncﬁu Lower duties on capital services) aligns India more closely with global
spirit behind them. The result is what many are goods and intermediates will also promote local best practices, moving it to the kind of tax regime
calling GST 2.0 - a reform designed not merely to value addition, directly supporting the ‘Make in that advanced economies employ. For
fix today’s but also to unlock India’s India’ initiative. international investors, the reforms send a strong
growth potential for the decade ahead. One of GST's biggest challenges has always signal of policy stability, predictability and ease of

been litigation. Lnlprpmmmald:.spum doing business. In a world where global supply

Relief for many income groups inty over chains are being reconfigured, India is
Essentials such as soap, toothpaste, hair ofl, uxucammrhavthndm:dhuh:mand positioning itself not just as a vast market but also
shampoo, kitchenware and packaged foods now clogged up the system. Rationalisation addresses as a reliable and competitive investment
fall under lower tax brackets, immediately easing this by simplifying slabs and harmanising rates destination.
household budgets and boosting demand in for similar goods. Clarifications on i
sectors that employ millions. For housing, services and post-sale discounts further reduce Ap o ! I
reduced GST on cement and construction ambiguity, bringing long-awaited relief to service Of course, reforms are never the end of the road.
materials will bring homes within reach for more exporters and aligning tax rules with commercial | Implementation will be key, and challenges such
families, supporting the governments "Housing practioes. as delays and procedural complexities still need
far All' mission while stimulating allied industries Small exporters will welcome the decision to attention. But what stands out is the intent. The
such as steel, tiles, sanitaryware and paints. remaove thresholds for refunds on low-value government has shown that it is listening to
Infrastructure projects too will benefit from lower consignments. This ensures fairer treatment for industry, willing to act decisively, and committed
I:MO”IIDI.IIS. improving project viability and courier and e-commerce players, where liquidity | to building a tax system that fuels, rather than
freeing capital for expansion. pressures are acute. Faster, more reliable refunds | impedes, growth.

Life-saving drugs and critical medical devices willl ease working capital challenges and GST 2.0 is more than just a tax reform. It is an
have been moved to nil or 5% GST, cutting encourage reinvestment in growth, economic reform that promises to boost
treatment costs and expanding access for Perhaps the most path-breaking measure is the | consumption, empower MSMEs, strengthen . o pe . .
patients. In a country that has emerged as a Smpﬂﬁedﬁ'ﬁlhﬂslratbm&d!mefummalland competitiveness, and reinforce India’s growth o S|mpl|'ﬁed GST Reglstratlon
wdalw I:Ldblnraﬂ';u;hblemdlam' this ks both a mwklstﬂm ) Byd;)n:nihh“ pd” “iim 'tmmu‘lnr slo;l jon for India’s next

and economic win GST 20 s b approval three the government o expansion, . H
Labour-intensive industries such as textiles, alr:;xz-rvl::'lln“h dramatically reduced entry barriers, which will The story of GST has always been one of bold SCheme' Q'Utomated O.pr'OVO.l.S n 3
leather, footwear, and toys - stand to nd the start of cut compliance costs, encourage formalisation, ambition. With these reforms, India has taken a .

gain from lower rates that protect margins, 4 Sart ¢ and allow MSMES to expand into new markets decisive step toward realising that ambition. For dO.YS — reduces ComPlIQnCe cost,
safeguard livelihoods, and create jobs in 1" r"l-;“' chapter with greater ease. businesses, consumers and policymakers alike,
semiurban and rural chusters. The automotive n the Given that MSMES are the backbone of India's this is not just an adjustment of rates. It is the . H
sector, a key driver of growth, will also seea growth journey economy - contributing to jobs, exports and start of a new chapter in India’s growth journey. PromOteS formal(sat|on-

® Dispute Resolution & Legal Clarity
o Operationalisation of GST Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT)
— faster resolution of disputes, reduced backlog.
o Clarifications on intermediary services, post-sale
discounts — reduce litigation.
® Two-Rate GST Structure
o Standard rate: 18%
o Meritrate: 5%
o De-merit rate: Y0 % (luxury/sin goods).
o Brings India closer to advanced economy models —
greater international investor confidence.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context « Significance

e India’s indirect tax reform journey — GST introduced in
2017 as “One Nation, One Tox".

e GST 2.0 marks a second-generation reform, focused on
simplification, fairness, competitiveness, and ease of
doing business.

o Aligns with global best practices (two-rate structure,
predictability, dispute resolution mechanisms).

Key Features of GST 2.0

* fate Rationalisation Broader Economic Implications

® Consumption Boost: Lower tax on essentials = higher
disposable income.

e Housing & Infrastructure: Cheaper inputs = push to real
estate, construction, allied industries.

® Healthcare & Social Equity: Lower cost of treatment —
inclusive growth.

e Job Creation: Support for textiles, leather, handicrafts,
MSMEs — rural « semi-urban employment.

e Export Growth: Correcting distortions — global

o Essentials (soap, toothpaste, packaged foods,
kitchenware, shampoos, etc.) shifted to lower tax
brockets.

o Construction materials (cement, steel, tiles,
sanitaryware) —> reduced GST — supports Housing
for All + infrastructure push.

o Healthcare: Life-saving drugs, critical devices = nil
or5% GST.

o Labour-intensive industries (textiles, handicrofts,
leather, footwear, toys) —> lower rates — protect

. . competitiveness.
Jobs, rur'c?.l livelihoods. e Investment Climate: Stable, predictable tax regime —>
o Automotive sector: Lower GST on small cars, booste FOI

motorcycles, buses, trucks — boost to demand and
manufacturing.
e Export Competitiveness « MSME Support

o Inverted duty structure corrected in textiles,
fertilizers, renewables.

o Lower duties on capital goods + intermediates —>
promotes local value addition under Make in India.

o Removal of refund thresholds for low-value
consignments — benefit courier/e-commerce
exporters,

Challenges & Concerns

e Implementation bottlenecks (delays, compliance burden in
smaller towns).

e Revenue implications for Centre & States (compensation,
fiscal federalism concerns).

e State autonomy vs uniformity debate in GST Council.

e Need for effective digital infrastructure for registration,
refunds, and dispute resolution.




The Chancellor

Universities need to be headed by
distinguished academicians

he recent submission by Kerala Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar to the Su-
preme Court of India, contending that
the Chief Minister of Kerala has no role in the ap-
pointment of the Vice-Chancellors (V-C) of A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam Technological University and Digi-
tal University Kerala, is another instance of how
recent Governors are the political and ideological
adversaries of an elected State government — as
seen in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and, to some extent,
West Bengal. Mr. Arlekar had appealed against an
attempt by the Court to break the long-standing
impasse over V-C appointments to these universi-
ties by guiding the creation of search-cum-selec-
tion committees and laying down rules. The Go-
vernor submitted that the 2018 UGC rules for
search-cum-selection committees mandate per-
sons of eminence in higher education and must
not be connected in any manner with the univer-
sity or its colleges. Thus, according to his submis-
sion, the Chief Minister, as someone intimately
connected to all such institutions in the State,
had no role, The draft 2025 UGC Regulations take
this further by divesting State governments of a
role in appointing ¥-Cs and bringing it under the
Chancellor's purview. While the Court will rule
on the merit of Mr. Arlekar's position, it is worth
noting that Governors in States ruled by the BJP
or its allies do not seem to have such problems
with the governments they nominally head.
Governors were originally instruments of colo-
nial power and were retained by independent In-
dia. From the very beginning, however, they have
often acted as political agents of the ruling party at
the Centre. Over time, central and State legislation
defined and restricted the discretionary powers of
Governors which were vested in them by the Con-
stitution. After Independence, State governments
retained the colonial-era practice of having Gover-
nors as heads of universities - to continue the stat-
ed intention of ensuring independent higher edu-
cation as well as to have a “father figure” or a wise
elder. The Acts passed by State legislatures, such as
those for A.P.). Abdul Kalam University, specifical-
ly define who the Chancellor will be, The Governor
owes his or her position as Chancellor of a univer-
sity to the respective State government. Even as
the Court circumscribes the gubernatorial powers
regarding the signing of Bills into law, State govern-
ments are acting decisively against having Gover-
nors as Chancellors of State universities — one of
the few other domains where Governors have a
strong say. Punjab and West Bengal, for instance,
have passed a law making the Chief Minister the
Chancellor. University heads need to be hands-on,
distinguished academicians with a broader profile
and wvision, and strong managerial skills, rather
than political appointees, State or Union.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context
® Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar submitted

to the Supreme Court that the Chief Minister has no role
in the appointment of Vice-Chancellors (V-Cs) of A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam Technological University and Digital
University Kerala.

Submission based on 2018 UGC Regulations = search-
cum-selection committees must have eminent persons
unconnected to the university.

Draft 2025 UGC Requlations further centralize power —
excludes State govts, puts appointments under the
Chancellor (Governor).

Reflects wider trend of Governor-State govt
confrontations (Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal).

Constitutional « Legal Dimensions

Governor’'s Role: Article 153-16:2 defines Governor's
constitutional position; discretionary powers are limited
(Article 163).

Governor as Chancellor: Colonial legacy continued post-
Independence; role not explicitly in Constitution but in
State University Acts.
Judicial Interventions:
o SC has ruled that Governor’s discretionary powers
are narrow.
o Courts have tried to balance State autonomy with
UGC's central requlatory framework.
UGC Requlations: Statutory rules under Entry &6, Union
List (coordination & determination of standards in higher
education).
Conflict: Federalism (State List Entry 25: Education,
subject to Union List) vs Centre’s overarching regulatory
role.

Political & Federalism Angle

Governors seen as agents of the Union govt rather than
neutral constitutional heads.

More friction in Opposition-ruled States (Keralo, TN, W8)
than in BJP/NDA-ruled States.

States pushing back — Punjab & WB have legislated to
moke Chief Minister Chancellor, removing Governor’s
control.

Larger trend: shrinking State role in education
governance, centralisation through UGC/NEP mechanisms.

Governance & Administrative Issues

Universities require autonomy: V-Cs should be academic
leaders, not political appointees.

Governor as Chancellor may politicize appointments and
create administrative deadlock.

Chief Minister’s exclusion weakens democratic
accountability.

Search-cum-selection committees must balance
independence with representation of stakeholders.

Comparative Insights

UK & US Universities: Autonomy from executive; academic
councils hold greater sway.

Indian States: Varied models — some retain Governor as
Chancellor, others moving to CM or independent boards.

Way Forward

Clear demarcation of Governor’s constitutional vs
statutory roles.

Neutral mechanisms for V-C appointments: Independent
committees insulated from political interference (Centre
or State).

Strengthen University governance structures (Senates,
Syndicates, Academic Councils).

Federal balance: Respect State autonomy in education,
while maintaining national academic standards.



A new leaf

Environmental compliance needs to be
monitored at all levels

he Ministry of Environment, Forest and

Climate Change has brought into effect a

set of rules called the Environment Audit
Rules, 2025, that allows the vital activity of envi-
ronmental monitoring and auditing to go beyond
the remit of State Pollution Control Boards. The
rules will largely scrutinise whether industrial
units are compliant with environmental regula-
tion. The overall framework for monitoring and
compliance within the existing environmental
framewark is presently supported by the Central
Pollution Control Board, the Regional Offices of
the Environment Ministry, and the State Pollu-
tion Control Boards/Pollution Control Commit-
tees. They have, however, been facing significant
constraints in terms of manpower, resources, ca-
pacity and infrastructure. “These limitations
have hampered their ability to comprehensively
monitor and enforce environmental compliance
across the vast number of projects and industries
operating nationwide,” said a press statement by
the Environment Ministry. This scheme aims to
bridge the manpower and infrastructure deficits
faced by regulatory authorities, thereby streng-
thening the effective implementation of environ-
mental compliance mechanisms.

Under the new rules, private agencies can get
themselves accredited as auditors. Much like
chartered accountants, environment auditors
can get themselves licensed and be authorised to
evaluate the compliance of projects with environ-
mental laws and their adherence with best prac-
tices in the prevention, control and abatement of
pollution. Environmental regulation has, in re-
cent years, transcended policing and bookkeep-
ing. Given that human-caused climate change is
seen as a problem that nations must collectively
fix, new dimensions to environmental
tions have emerged. Thus, audits undertaken by
these agencies can also be used for compliance
with “Green Credit Rules’, under which indivi-
duals and organisations can gain tradeable ‘cre-
dits* for afforestation, sustainable water manage-
ment and waste management among other
activities. Beyond industrial units, nearly every
company in India will have to account for its di-
rect and indirect carbon emissions. This will en-
tail fairly complex accounting practices, which
are beyond what Pollution Control Board officials
can handle. However, preparing for the future
should not be at the expense of compromising
core responsibilities. It is usually at the district,
block and panchayat levels that the most flagrant
environmental travesties abound, which escape
notice usually because of the lack of trained staff.
The new regime must seek to empower them too.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context & Rationale

Notified by: Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC).
Need for reform:

o State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) & Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) face manpower,
capacity, resource, and infrastructure constraints.

o Ineffective monitoring — gaps in compliance
enforcement across industries.

Objective: Strengthen monitoring, compliance, and
enforcement mechanisms in environmental governance.

Salient Features

Accreditation of private environmental auditors:
o Similar to Chartered Accountants.
o Authorised to conduct compliance evaluation of
industries/projects.

e Expanded scope:

o Beyond “policing « bookkeeping.”

o Includes audits for Green Credit Rules (tradeable
credits for afforestation, water conservation, waste
management, etc.).

* Mandatory carbon accounting:

o Companies must disclose direct  indirect emissions
(Scope, 2, and possibly 3).

o Requires advanced environmental accounting
practices.

Institutional &« Requlatory Implications

e Decentralisation & outsourcing: Auditing function no
longer exclusive to SPCBs.

e Bridging deficits: Addresses shortage of trained staff and
infrastructure.

¢ Integration with global climate commitments: Supports
India’s NDCs under Paris Agreement and climate action
goals.

Concerns & Challenges
¢ Requlatory dilution risk: Excessive reliance on private
auditors = conflict of interest, “regulatory capture.”
e Local-level neglect: District/block/panchayat-level
violations (illegal sand mining, waste dumping, etc.) often
escape scrutiny.
e Capacity asymmetry:
o Bigindustries can adapt to carbon accounting.
o Small-scale & rural industries may find compliance
burdensome.
e Accountability deficit: Who audits the auditors?

Governance « Policy Dimensions
e Parallel to Financial Auditing: Environment auditors akin
to CAs, ensuring transparency.
e Green federalism: Balance between Centre, States, and
local bodies.
¢ Link with Environmental Governance Principles:
o Precautionary principle
o Polluter pays
o Sustainable development



Not easy to switch
to domestic from
global, say exporters

Trade experts/exporters say global market diversification is a more
feasible option but can't happen overnight and will need govt. support

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

ultiple  factors,
Msuch as low sur-
plus  absorption

capacity and different
specifications, severely in-
hibyit a shift to the domestic
market for exporters strug:
gling to sell in the LS. be-
cause of the 50% tariffs,
Trade experts and ex-
porters believe interna-
tional market diversifica-
tion is a more feasible
option, but even that can-
not happen overnight and
would need active support
from the government.

Market stress
“Diverting export products
to the domestic market is
not a big possibility as
there is oversupply. Alrea-
dy, all domestic players are
under siress, as you can
see from their heavy dis-
counts. International mar-
ket diversification is defi-
nitely a solution, but it is
not an immediate option,”
pointed out Sanjay Jain,
chairman, ICC National
Textiles Committee.
Rationalisation of GST
rates could expand the
domestic market for some
sectors such as footwear,
but not for others like dia-
monds and jewellery, be-
cause for every product,
the domestic market’s ca-
pacity to absorb will be dif-
ferent, explained Ajay Sa-

\ g

Tough times: The domestic market cannot substitute the expart
market for India, says Mr. Dhar . REUTERS

hai of FIEQ. “For low-value
items like some handi-
crafts, there might be de-
mand in the domestic mar-
ket, but for high-value
items like carpets, the ca-
pacity to absorb may be li-
mited due to high price
and because it is not a fast-
moving ivem,” he said.

Long-term solution
Thirukkumaran Natarajan,
chairman of Tiruppur-
based Esstee Exports India
Pvt. Lid., said diversifying
to domestic markets can
only be a long-term solu-
tion, “The set-up is diffe-
rent for exports and dom-
estic (demand) as markeis
are different and over-
heads are also different,
said Mr. Natarajan, who is
also the Secretary of Tirup-
Exporters need to keep
supplying to their foreign
miarkets to retain the major

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context
e U.S. has imposed 50% tariffs on Indian exports —

brands that source sup-
plies from them, sald Mith-
ileshwar Thakur of AEPC,

“If exporters stop sup-
plying to major foreign
brands, they may just
leave. So, expaorters will try
their best to retain them,”
Mr. Thakur said.

The domestic market
cannot substitute the ex-
port market for India,
pointed out Biswajit Dhar
from the Council for Social
Development.

“India is a hugely im-
port-dependent country.
We need the foreign ex-
chamnge,” he said. Mr. Dhar
added that the best way to
deal with the loss of US.
market would be to diversi-
fy to newer markets in Afri-
ca, Latin America and Cen-
tral Asia and the Centre
should provide all suppart.

(The writer is with The
Hindu Businessline. Inputs
[from T.E. Raja Simhan.)

exporters face reduced competitiveness.

Exporters struggle to divert surplus into the domestic

market due to structural and demand-related

constraints.

Feasible Option - International Market Diversification
® Seen as amore sustainable alternative than relying on
the domestic market.
® New geographies suggested: Africo, Latin America,
Central Asia.
e Government role crucial: Need policy support, trade
agreements, and logistical facilitation.

Sector-Specific Insights
e Footwear: GST rationalisation may expand domestic
demand.
¢ Handicrafts (low-value): Some scope for domestic
absorption.
e Carpets, diamonds, jewellery (high-value, slow-moving):
Limited domestic scope.

Strategic Concerns

¢ Retention of global brands: If exporters stop supplying,
global buyers may permanently shift to competitors —
long-term loss.

* Foreign exchange necessity: India’s import-dependence
makes export earnings critical; domestic substitution
cannot replace forex inflows.

e Global positioning: Losing U.S. market share without
alternative diversification risks India’s trade balance.

Way Forward (Policy Suggestions)
e short-term: Government support to reduce stress (credit,
GST rationalisation, export incentives).

e Medium-term: Explore FTAs and preferential trade
arrangements with emerging markets.

Challenges in shifting to Domestic Market
e Low absorption capacity: Domestic demand cannot
absorb high-value or niche export products (e.g, carpets, e Long-term: Build resilient and diversified export markets
diamonds, jewellery). to reduce overdependence on U.S./EU.
° Oversupp[y & stress: Domestic Producers a[ready face e Structural reforms: Improve competitiveness, reduce
heavy discounts —> dumping surplus would worsen logistics cost, build domestic consumption base gradually.
conditions.

e Different specifications & standards: Export-oriented
production setups differ from domestic market
requirements — cost and structural barriers.

e Overheads mismatch: Exports involve different cost

structures, logistics, and quality benchmarks.




Multipolarity and us

It could mean a solitary, nasty, and brutal international
existence where you dare not count on anyone

KanNTI BAJPAT

FOR THE PAST decade, if not longer, India
has been touting a multipolar world. One
cannot wish a multipolar world into be-
ing. though sometimes this iswhat Indian
policymakers seem almost to suggest: The
world either has several poles of strength,
or it does noL. Right now, it does not, with
the US and China pre-eminent by a huge
distance. The crisis with the US, however,
is giving us a glimpse of a multipolar
warld, That glimpse is unsettling,

Having fantasised about multipolarity
and brandished it as a good thing, we are
now getting a ringside look at what it
might entail. International Relations schol-
ars are familiar with the debate on
‘whether a bipolar or multipelar worldisa
more stable one, whe re stability means the
absence of great power conflict and war.
Probably the balance of scholarly apinion
is that a bipolar world is the more stable
since the two primary powers must only
worry about each othes, Their interactions,
therefore, are more predictable even if
they don't like each other.

A multipolar world, by contrast,
has been thought to be less stable
since multipolarity implies at least three
more or less equal powers (and more
likely, four or five co-equal powers),
Insuchaworld, keeping trackof the inter-
ests, ambitions, and moves of several
other powers is much more difficult.
Permutatiens of allies and alliances can
be quite dizzying, just by the mathemat-
ies of permutations.

We in India have favoured the emer-
gence of multipelarity in the sense that it
promises greater fluidity and choice in our
external relations. But these must be bal-
anced against the uncertainties let loose by
three or more contending and mutually

At the recent SCO summit,
China and Russia supported
India against the US with
respect to Trump’s tariffs,
Can we really take much
comfort from their words?
The danger is that if they
themselves cut a deal with
‘Washington, the US
President’s bullying of India
won't matter very much to
them anymore. That's
multipolarity — vou cut
your deals, and good luck to

everyone else.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Conceptual Understanding
* Unipolarity: Post-Cold War dominance of the US.

e Bipolarity: Cold War structure (US vs USSR) —> considered

SUSpiKi al ingin
rections at the same time.

In saying all this, | am not advocating
that the world remain bipolar. That the
world will be increasingly multipolar in the
years and decades ahead is fairly sure. If
maltipolarity is coming. we should prepane
ourselves for what it means. US President
Donald Trump, with his explosive eco-
nomic policies towards india and his diplo-
matic finger-wagging, has given us 2
glimpse into what a multipolar world, in
which India is still a distinctly secondary
power, will be like.

First, as noted, itwill feature much greater
uncertainty. Until a few weeks ago, New
Delhi could counton the US being positively
disposed towards India and wulmx mlahe
onadi ionate share of th
budding partnership. Canwe really count on
this koking ahead, even ina post-Trumpera?
Whatever happens internally inthe US after
Trump, can New Delhi ever counton refum-
ing to that cosy certainty?

Canweever also count on China, Russia,
and the European Unicn, the other power-
ful actors, holding true to promises made?
They all have their own interests, ambitions,
and policy preferences, and they will all just
Nike us, be constantly calibrating and recal-
ibrating towards each other and towards
India. So. greater fluidity of choice will have
o be balanced against uncertainty of part-
nerships and quasi-alliances,

Second, amultipolar wordd often seems
et conflated in Indian minds wi

now reasonably clear, on the other hand,
is that in the emerging multipolar system,
multilateralism is receding. Or, at least,
that its recession is an equally likely out-
come of multipolarity.

Third, Trumpand his shenanigans have
given India a foretaste of the possible dan-
gers and pitfalls of a multipolar world. New
Delhi has made a shibboleth out of “mul-
tialignment” and ~strategic autonomy™
Walevﬂ those vaporous terms mean),

what
not what they hzu! tomean hunuha.thy
wvery well could mean,

They could mean a very solitary, nasty,
and brutal i | existence whens you
dare not count on anyone. AL the just-con=
cluded Shanghai Cooperation Otg.amsalm
[SC0) summit, China and Russia supported

i sgnsthels e mnsante Gn Multipolarity # Multilateralism
ot s des) win washngeon e vs @ Indian policymakers often conflate the two.
* Reality: multipolarity does not quarantee

cut a deal with Washington, the US
President’s bullying of India won't matter to

rule-based, consultative, institutionalized
cooperation.

them amymore. That's multipelarity — you
Friends of India.
Instead, it can accelerate the recession of

This s not a defence of, or nostalgia for,
unipolarity or bipelarity, It is simply a
thought experiment on the future. Beyond
Trump’s galling policies towards India, o
we need o think more seriously about
the road ahead. That's the real issue now,

strategically kil

tilateralism = that in a multipolar world,
the rules of international engagement
would more likely be made through con-
sultation and would more often be medi-
ated and regulated by rules and institu-
tions than is currently the case. What is

more stable since only two primary powers need to
manage their rivalry.
e Multipolarity: More than two great powers (3-5 poles).
o Favoured by India as it provides greater flexibility,
choices, and fluidity in external relations.
o But inherently unstable = difficult to predict,
shifting alliances, frequent recalibrations.

Indian Position on Multipolarity
¢ India has long advocated multipolarity as a hedge
against hegemony of one or two powers.

* However, multipolarity may mean:

o Greater uncertainty in alliances.

o Volatile commitments from partners (China, Russio,

EU, Japan may change positions quickly).
o Reduced reliability compared to earlier Indo-us

cooperation.

Current Trigger: Trump's Policies
e Economic nationalism (tariffs against India).
e Diplomatic unpredictability = exposed India’s
vulnerability in a multipolar setting.
® SCO episode: Russia and China supported India against

Trump's tariffs, but this may not be relioble — they may

cut deals with the us.

cut your deals, and good luck to everyone
multilateralism (WTO weakening, UN

else, Wihat is frue of China and Russiais also
trueof the ELand Japan and other so-called

sidelined, preference for transactional
bilateralism).

The writer is visiting professorof
International Relations, Ashoka University,
ond emeritus professor at the

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy.
Narional University of Singapore

Strategic Autonomy & Multi-alignment

¢ Indian foreign policy doctrines like strategic autonomy
and multi-alignment face real-world stress tests in
multipolarity.

e Risk: They may translate into “solitary survival” in a
fragmented and transactional world order.

e Alliances will be situational, temporary, and interest-
driven.

Challenges for India in Multipolarity

¢ Uncertainty: No permanent friends, only permanent
interests.

¢ Volatility: Alliances shifting rapidly (permutations of
coalitions).

e Agymmetry: India remains a “secondary power” vis-a-vis
us, china, Russio.

e Erosion of Multilateralism: Weaker institutional
safequards.

e Strategic Loneliness: Danger of being left isolated if
partners prioritise their own deals.

Way Ahead for India

® Accept multipolarity as inevitable but prepare for its
brutality and unpredictability.

¢ Develop domestic economic and technological strength to
reduce vulnerability.

¢ Build issue-based coalitions rather than permanent
alliances.

e prioritise resilience, self-reliance, and diversified
partnerships (Indo-Pacific, QUAD, BRICS+, SCO, G20).

e Constant recalibration of foreign policy, while
safequarding core interests.




REACHING OuT TO PUNJAB

Urgent relief from Centre and reinforcement of river embankments are needed

N[ANPREET. SINGH BADAL

PUNJABIS NOW ground zero for twe converg-
img crises, First came the brief but intense
Inclia-Pakistan conflict in May 2025, whenthe
entire state reeled under blackouts, missile
alerts, and cross-border escalation. Though
the sirens have faded, another disaster has
surged forth, this time in the form of floods.
These floads are drowning not only its ficlds
andl villages, but also hopes of recovery, Thisis
the time to fortify Punjab, not just its river-
ks, buit its future as the nation's
ket and borderland.

Pakistan has been weaponising water.
‘While both banks of the Sutlej and Beas rivers
lie firmly withinIndian control, the situation
is mvore challeniging on the Ravi, where orily
one bank remains under ndian soversignty.
The other bank runs through Pakistan, and its
recentconstruction of embankments, spurs,
and steds is certainly a part of a calculated
plan While Pakistan's economy is minuscule
compared to India's, the embankments along
the Ravi in Pakistan are formidable and over-
seen and execited by the Pakistani rmilitanyg
Asimilar scenariopl ayed outduring the 1988
Aoods as well. The use of concrete embank-
T il i ment under-
soore how Pakistan views the Ravi as a mat-
ter of national security, a lesson India canmot
afford to ignore.

Recently, Pakistan has also launched a
rmassive flood-control initiative on the R,
focusing on the construction of 2 90l

As a farmer and former
finance minister, [ can point
to some practical realities
facing the agricultural sector.
Wheat sowing will begin in a
few weeks, but first we must
pump out water and clear sile
from flooded fields. For this,
local administrations require

tre-long retaining wall on both sides of the
river, This wall, planned to be 300 feet wide
and 27 feet high, will incorporate specialised
‘waber training structures designed to regu-
late the river's fow. W need to invest inre-
inforced embankments, and use better flood

diesel. Second, as a one-off
measure, farmers should be
provided free seeds and
fertilisers. This provision
should go to those whose

the urgent need to invest in recharging
groundwater. While canal irrigation is ime
portant when river water is available, a sub-
stantial pumber of farmers depend on

restore purchasing power, and stabilise ru-
ral economies. It is also time to integrate
federal programmes with Punjab's plan-
i ensuring that reliel, recovery, farming

&r for P

Aowing waters to refill our underground wa-
ter reserves. According to the Central
Ground Water Boand's Master Mlan, Punjab
needs 1.1 million artificial recharge strue-
wures (o harness nearly 1,200 million cubic
metres of rainwater, improving long-term
waber security for agriculture,

While stremgthening the Ravi embank-
ment and recharging aquifers are
medium-term measures, we must also
strengthen the farming sector immedi-
ately. Five steps are essential.

Asafarmer and former finance minister,
I can point to seme practical realities facing
the agricultural sector. Wheat sowing will
beginina few weeks, but first we must pump
out water and chear silt from Aooded fields.
For this, ko<al administrations redquire diesel,
Second, a8 a one-olT measure, Grmers should
be provided free seeds and fertilisers. This
provision should go to those whose fields
woere inundated, with subsidies for others,
since all have incurned losses.

The Centre can effectively reach and
support farmers by sending an additional
instalment of relief directly under the PM
KISAN scheme thiough direct benefit trans-
fer (DET). Similarly, targeted support for
maotor repairs, desilting. and social security
bcnfﬁts can alslu be :!c'livcn:d \‘iil DET

and river management all bene-
fit from coordinated support.

Finally, relief efforts must not be [imited
to farmers alone. As former chief minister
Parkash Singh Badal recognised during the
cotton crisis, frm labourers are equally im-

by such disasters. Atleast 10 percent
ofall support should be set aside specifically
for farm labourers whose livelihoods have
been disrupted.

Beyond emergency fanm help and fixing
our riverbanks, wie also need to face the dual
realities of climate change and the outdated
Inclus Waters Treaty, Recent South Asian mon-
soons have become increasingly wolatile and
intense, with 2025 seeing rainfall 15-30 per
cent above long-term averages and rapid
swings between extreme floods and drought.

The Inclus Waters Treaty, signed in 1960,
was not designed toaddress rapid or erratic
changes caused due to climate change. The
treaty lacks flexible provisions for adaptive
management and climate resilience plan-
ning. The visionary decision of Prime
Minister Marendra Modi regarding the sus-
pension of the Indus Waters Treaty signals
arecognition that South Asta's water-shar-
ing frameworks miust be rethought in the
era of climate change,

Immediate relief from the Centre,
Enl:diumm rei ot of river em-

y, the -
ernment can open a portal for PM Awas
Yojana beneficiaries to upload and geotag
damaged houses for direct relief, with fur-

and long-term reform of the
Indus Waters Treaty stand as the pillars to
truly fortify Punjab and India against the
mounting threats of hostile neighbours and

control systems to protect our fields and vil- P N ther assistance available toaffected schools  climate change.

lages from both natural overflows and cross- ﬁd’d'? “,rem mlmdﬂmd'_w’ﬂ‘ under the National Education Mission,

border manoeuvres. subsidies for others, since all Direct cash transfers are essential to quickly The writer is a former finance
Alongside this, | would also emphasise have incurred losses, farmers for i diate losses, and planning minister of Pumjab

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Security Dimension
e Post-Conflict Vulnerability: May 2025 India—-Pakistan
conflict followed by blackouts, missile alerts, and
escalations highlight Punjab’s frontline fragility.
e Pakistan's “Weaponisation of water”:

o Strategic embankments, spurs, studs along Ravi.

o 90 km flood-control retaining wall (300 ft wide, 27
ft high) built with military oversight — signals
securitisation of rivers.

o Echo of 1988 floods where similar actions amplified
risks.

e Farm Labourers: At least 10% of relief funds must be
reserved for them (lessons from cotton crisis).

Institutional « Policy Measures
e Centre-State Coordination:

o Direct Benefit Transfer (PM-KISAN, PM-Awas Yojana,
social security, National Education Mission) = fast
relief delivery.

o Federal schemes must be integrated into Punjab’s
planning for coherent recovery.

e Groundwater Recharge Imperative:

o Punjab needs 1.I million artificial recharge structures
to harness ~1,200 MCM of rainwater.

o Flowing floodwaters can be used to refill aquifers =
long-term water security.

Disaster and Climate Challenges

¢ Flood Devastation: Massive inundation of villages and
agricultural land = threatens breadbasket status.

e Volatile Monsoons: 2025 rainfall 15-30% above average,
with erratic swings between flood and drought — direct
linkage with climate change.

e Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) Gaps:

o signed in 1960, rigid framework, not designed for
climate volatility.

o No adoptive provisions for resilience or rapid
hydrological shifts.

o Recent suspension of IWT by PM shows recognition of
new realities.

Strategic Takeaways for India

e ghort-term: Direct cash relief, quick farm input support,
targeted DBT.

¢ Medium-term: Reinforced embankments, aquifer recharge,
integrated disaster-agriculture management.

* Long-term: Re-negotiating/rethinking Indus Waters Treaty
in light of climate change + hostile neighbour tactics.

e Comprehensive Approach: Punjab’s crises are not only
agricultural or environmental but also national security

Agricultural Sector Distress concerns.

e Immediate Recovery Needs:
o Diesel for pumping water and clearing silt.
o Free seeds & fertilisers for inundated farms,
subsidies for partially affected.
o Repairs of motors, desilting, and relief through DBT.




COMPLETE THE STORY

Tax rate reduction and simplification is welcome. But a stalled
agriculture reform agenda needs re-energising

NDIAN AGRICULTURE HAS suffered from lack of value addition and organised
processing of raw produce enabling better integration from farm to fork. Amajor
reason has been the multiplicity of taxes and state-level duties, cesses and sur-
charges. The latter levies have, thankfully, been subsumed under the unified Goods
and Services Tax (G5T) system since July 2017. That process has received a further fillipwith
the latest GST rate rationalisation exercise. Virtually every agricultural and processed
food item will now attract either zero or 5 per cent duty. That includes ice cream, choco-
lates, biscuits, cookies, cakes, pastries, sugar corfectioneries and corn flakes. These were
all being taxed at 18 per cent in the mistaken belief that they are consumed by the bet-
ter-off. The truth is, ice cream is a dairy product containing around 21 per cent milk solids.
That's more than the 15 per cent in full-cream milk. The primary ingredient in bakery
products and cereal flakes is. likewise, wheat and maize grown by farmers,

However, rationalisation isn't simply about lowering rates. The G5T Council needs to
also be lauded for doing away with the multiple duties onlike or similarly-derived items.
A good example is skimmed milk powder and butter fat. While both are directly processed
frommilk, the former attracted 5 per cent GST and the latter (including butter and ghee)
12 per cent. Furthermore, vegetable fats were taxed at 5 per cent, adding to the tempta-
tion to adulterate desi ghee with cheaper palm or hydrogenated oils. A uniform 5 per
cent GST on all processed dairy products and nil on milk itself makes things simple. The
same goes for removing distinctions between loose salted, savoury-flavoured and
caramelised popcorn; all will henceforth be taxed at 5 per cent. Previously, chapati, roti
and khakhra were leviable to 5 per cent G5T, whereas it was 18 per centon parathas. But
now, all Indian breads — and also pizza bread — will see nil rates, thereby ending the
scope for classification disputes and bureaucratic discretion.

But tax rate reductions and simplification — GST has also been cut to a uniform 5 per
cent for tractors, harvesters, threshers and drip irrigation systems — is only one part.
Equally important is the unfinished task of reforming Indian agriculture — specifically
the dismantling of barriers to marketing, movement and stocking of farm produce. The
Marendra Modi government had atternpted these reforms through its three farm Laws, only
to repeal them under political pressure and subsequently violate their spirit byimposing
export bans and stocking limits on wheat, rice, sugar and pulses. That stalled reform
agenda needs re-energising. Agriculture is too important to be given a cavalier, do-noth-
ing approach. The G5T Council’s reform should be the start of something much bigger.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Structural Issues in Indian Agriculture
* Lack of value addition and weak organised agro-
processing sector.
e Multiplicity of state-level taxes, duties, cesses and
surcharges created inefficiency before GST.

Role of GST in Agriculture
e GSTintroduced in July 2017 — subsumed multiple levies.
® Latest reforms (2025):
o Zeroor 5% GST on most agricultural and processed
food items.
o Mayjor corrections:
= Ice cream, chocolates, biscuits, cakes, pastries,
cornflokes — reduced from 18% to 5%.
= Dairy products: uniform 5% GST on skimmed milk
powder, butter, ghee, butterfat.
= Vegetable oils and dairy fats now aligned —
reduces adulteration incentives.
= Indian breads (roti, chapati, khakhra, parathas,
pizza bread) = nil GST.
= Ppopcorn (all types) = 5% GST.
®  Agricultural machinery (tractors, harvesters,
threshers, drip irrigation) = 5% GST.

Benefits of GST Rationalisation

e Simplifies compliance and reduces classification
disputes.

e Prevents distortions and adulteration in food/dairy
markets.

e Boosts agro-processing sector by lowering costs.

e Creates a uniform, predictable tax regime for
agriculture-linked products.

Limitations & Unfinished Agenda

e Tax reforms alone insufficient without agricultural
market reforms.
e Persistent barriers:
o Restrictions on marketing, movement and stocking of
produce.
o Frequent export bans and stock limits (wheat, rice,
sugar, pulses).
e Three Farm Laws (2020):
o Attempted reforms in marketing, contracts, stocking.
o Repealed due to political pushback = reform
momentum stalled.



Why Punjab keeps flooding

Punjab, drained by three perennial rivers and a number of smaller tributaries and seasonal rivers, is
naturally prone to flooding. But the devastation is made worse by governance and coordination issues

FIELDS FLOODED, PEOPLE DISPLACED

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR, SEPTEMBER S
PUNJAB IS reeling from one of the warst Dletriot Fopulstion| Cropares
TecERl MeTary. sffactad | affsctad
The stabe government has declared all 23
districts as flooxl-hit. Data from Friday show Gurdsspur | 145,000 | 40180
that 1502 villages have been inundated, mane Amditsar | 135880 | 26701
than3.8l alfected, and
L7 Lakh ectares of Eurrmland destroyed AL Kapurthala | 5728 17807
least 43 havebeen killed sofar.
Thisflooding tsnet entirely out of the or- Fauila | 24212 |17.786
dinary: the geography of Punjab, the land of
the five rivers, makes the region naturally | L s LT
Mood-prone, That sasd, human Bdors have
oo played their part in the dizasters, | A . 0 12g828
Mansa a no4az

Rivers: boon &bane

Theee perenmial rivers — Ravi, Beasand |

Sutlej — Row through the state of Punjab The
Ravi passes through Pathanked and
Gurdaspur: the Beas through Heshiarpur,
Guareluspair, Kapurthala, Amrites, Tam Tamsa,
and Harike; and the Sutlej through Nangal,
Ropar, Mawanshahr, jalandhar Ludhiana,
[Moga, Ferozepur, and Tam Taran.

The seasonal river Chaggar, and several
smalber tributaries and hill streams. known
Tocally as choes, also cut across the state,

These fivers, and the allniim ey carry,
makes Purgab one of the most fertile places
onthe planet. For millennia. agriculture has
thrived inthe foadplaing, and today. Punjab

uces pearty 206 of the country’s wheat
and 12% of its rice, despite making up only
15%alits landrmass,

This fertility, however, comes at & cost.
Rainfall in Pungab and upsiream cal
areas in Himachal Pradesh and Jammu &
Kashmir [J&K) make Punjab's rivers swell
daring the monsocn, While an claborate sys-
tem of dhussi bundhs (earthen embank-
mients) farm a first line of defence against
ooding. heavy rain often overwhelms these.

Thisis what has happened this year, and
many imes in the past, most notably in 1935,
1988, 1993, 2019, and 2023,

Beginnang on August 10, exceptionally
heavy rain in Himachal Pradesh led 1o the
Beas swelling greatly. Inflows of 50,000-
55,000 cusecs exceeded the river's carrying
capacity: villages and farmland in
Kapurthals, Tarn Taran, Ferazepur, Fazilka
and Hoshiarpur were fooded,

By miid- 1o Late-August, the Rawi toa had
swollen up due to rainkll in Himachal and
J&K. On August 26, two gates of the

Crep ares in heriares; situsion on Friday

Rand river

Theindam  Himachal
Pradesh

Madhopur Barrage (near Fathankot ) wene
destroyed, and the fowin the Raviexoeeded
2hkhwmmwmadchmm:hdnnds
of Pathanket, Cundaspur and Amritsas,

Al this while. incessant rammP\mJah
made things worse. While most embank-
menits on the Sutle) held up, heavy rain in

Punjab’s Malwa region bed to severe
waterlogging in the districts of Lucdhiana.
. Ropar. Nawanshahrand Moga,

#As of Friday, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,

mdj&Kluw.ﬂlmdrrmltun-lﬁm
al ) th

year, data from |helmt|.1Mu=nomlﬂycal

Department (IMD) shaw.

Dammed either way

Every time Punjab floods, the spotlight
falls upon three dams that it upstream on
Punjab’s three perenmlal rivers, playing
significant role in controlling the rivers’ flow
downstream.

The Bhakra dam is on the Sutlej in
Hinachal Pradesh's Bilaspur district, and the
Pong dam is on the Beas in Himachal's
Kangra district. Both are operated by the
Bhakra Beas Management Board (BBMBY 2

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

statutoey body constituted under the Punjab
Reorganisation Act, 1966, The Thein dam (of-
Gcially the Ranjit Sagar dam) is-on the Ravi
at the border of 8K and Punjab, and is oper-
ated by the Punjab State Power Corposation
Led and the state's Irrigation Department,
‘When excessive rain (s up the dams’
resenvoirs, water mast be refeased to prevent

Mmmammlhlmmnphmm

beviels too high in July and August to ensure
water for winter irmigation and power, ansd
Ehare isn't much cushicn when sudiden rain
arrves in Auguect and Seplember, Moreover,
efficials say, the BEMB citen does not pro-
widle timely warrings, with sudden releases
often blindsiding state officials downsiream.

At the heart of Pungab's complaints with
the BEMBis the constitution of the body. The
state feels it has oo lnthe sy in the Centre-
contrelled Board whose primary mandate s
to provide migation and generate power, not
hgﬂ-nummm?;eue’sdmmm
amend BEMB rubes in 2022, which now al-
lowey oificers from across India, not just Purjiab
and Haryana, to hold top pastsin the Boand,
has sggravated Punjab’s concems,

Larger governance problem

Expertshave long called for better man-
agerment of dams, induding Thein, which is
operated by the state government. This vear,
the Madhopur barrage gates were destroved
alber wter wid relexsed o the Thein dam
on August 26, The volume of rainfall aside,
sources blame a lack of commiunication be-
tween officials upstream and downstream
for the gates not being opened on time. In
this case, both belonged to Punjab’s
Irrigation Department.

“At Ranst Sagas, Pong, and Bhakea, water
s siomed for mary days and then released
i massive volumis, causing sudden floadsng

delayed
rmentalist Jaskirat Sln;holpuulcﬂnm
Committee Matvewara told The indion Express.
“Heavy rain is natural, but the damage
s made worse by human dedisions. Unless
dams are managed with transparency and

tion when the water kevelinthe
m:mmmvmmmmum
remis ard reservairs near ther limits, BEME
st feledse waber 1o preserve dam safety,”
jeev Kumar, Director [Water Regulation)
at thie BEMB. told The fndian Express.
Durireg; heavy rainfall, even controlied re-
beases cancause Booding downstream. This
i what happened this vear, “This year's in-
fow [onthe Pong dam| is about 20% higher
Ehuan 2023 (e List tirne Purjab Booded | and
such unprecedented flow has never been
recorded before,” BEMB chainman Manaj
Tripathi said at a press conference on Friday.
“W/e luave maraged it very well.” he sad,
Punjab, however, has Jong Felt that the
BEME does not act inthe state’s interest. State
oificials say that the Board keeps reservoir

scientific . Punjab will continue to
Face such Boods.” he said,

Also impartant is the maintenance of
dhiessi buerdhs. Unban Agricultune Mingster
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, aftervisiting flocd-hit
districts mPuruab_m Friday blamed llegal
miriing for weakening these casthenembank-
Fenis, and said " is necessany (o0 strengthen
Ehise Stroctune 5o that Punjab can be sived
From such tragediesin the future”,

Asenior officer of the Punjab Drainage
Department told The Indian Express that
Punjab shoubd strengthen embankments
and imvest indeslting bottlenecks onrvers,
which would cost an estimated Rs
A000-5,000crore but prevent greater ksses
Fram fooding, He sabd, “Every year govern-
ments wake up ondy after loods.”

Human factors:
e Excessive dam filling (Thein dam, Pong, Bhakra, Ranjit

Geographical Context Sagar) = sudden release downstream without timely
® Punjab is drained by three perennial rivers — Ravi, Beas, warning.
Sutlej - along with seasonal rivers and smaller e Poor coordination with Bhakra Beas Management Board
tributaries. (BBMB).
e These rivers make Punjob one of the most fertile plains, e Encroachments on riverbeds and floodplains.

contributing to 20% of India’s wheat and 12% of rice.

e However, the same rivers also make the state naturally
flood-prone.

Recent Flood Situation (2025)

e Over1,902 villages inundated, affecting 3.8 lakh people.

e More than 117 lakh hectares of farmland destroyed.
e Districts most affected: Amritsar, Gurdaspur,
Kapurthala, Fazilke, Ferozepur, Tarn Taran, Manse.

Causes of Flooding

Natural factors:

e Exceptionally heavy rainfall in Himachal Pradesh &
Jammu & Kashmir (catchment areas).

e Sudden high inflows into Sutlej, Beas, Ravi due to swollen °

Himalayan tributaries.

e Deficient embankments and siltation reducing carrying

copacity.

¢ Lack of drainage planning and urban expansion blocking
natural waterways.

Institutional « Governance Issues

e BBMB's mandate is skewed toward power generation
rather than flood management.

e 2022 amendment to BBMB rules reduced state
representation, limiting Punjab’s say.

¢ Lack of early-warning dissemination to state authorities.

e Experts criticize fragmented river management - Centre
controls major dams, state responsible for disaster
relief.

Larger Implications

Agricultural Losses: Punjab’s role as India’s food bowl

makes floods a national concern.

® Water Governance Challenge: Reflects weak inter-state
coordination (Punjab, Haryane, Himachal, J&K).

e Climate Change Factor: Increasing frequency of extreme
rainfall events.

* National Security Angle: Floods in border districts
(Gurdaspur, Ferozepur, Amritsar) affect defence logistics
and border security.




