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Governors can’t sit on Bills endlessly: SC judges

Judges say that Governors could neither delay the
legislature’s wisdom nor impede the Constitution

Krishnaclas
REW DELHI

hree of the five
leﬁdgﬂmmrﬁnﬁ-

dential Reference
Bench on Tuesday omally
observed along with the
Seates of Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal that Gower-
mors cannot sit endlessly
over Bills placed before
them for assent.

Chiel Justice of India
B.R. Gaval, Justices Vikram
Nath and P.5. Narasimha
separately remarked that
Governors could neither
dielay the wisdom of the be
gishanzre indefinitely nor
impeie the functionirg of
the Constitution. “MNo or-
gan can impair the func
tonlrg of the Constitg:
tom,” Justice Narasimha
aikd

AM. Singhv and B Wil
son, sakd Governors “can-
not assume to be royalty in
a Republic™ while sensor
achocate Kapil Sibal, for
West Bergal, subemited
that high offices under the
Constinsthon must work
collaboratively not
combatively with each
other.

“When the Constitution
b5 clear that a Governor
shoukd sct with immedia-

the
#ulonlsxmrrlﬂun

Mr. Sibal argued that
=absurdity™ would follow if

[wermor
camnd =it

ee

e the wisdom of
thie legiskiure
Inlefiniecly

JUSTICE VIKRAM NATH
Supreme Couet judge

vermors had absobute pow-
er to withhold State Bills
under Antiche 200 (Gover-
nors’ power 1o assent to

Countering the Centre,
he said Seates canmot go in
search of palitical solu-

Ny OGN can
i (e
Fumsciioning of the
[ wrsginuion
IL STICE

“This Constitution has its
genesis in history, but its
aligmment s with the fis
wre... And who decides
the future of this country?
You frve in this case, The
ftare of India is at stake if
you give sich absurd pow-
ers o the Governar,” Mr.
Sibal sabemnirted.

Governors ‘cannot assume to be royalty ina
Republic’, say senior advocates representing T.N.

Arlekar moves SC
against CM's role
in selecting V-Cs

Shabe-nun urivenities. B PAGE 3

May guestioning time k-
mits placed on the Gover-
nors and the President to
mwhmmmm

pro-
nounced by 3 two-judge
Bench of the apex court in
the case of the Taml Nadu
Governof, who hed de-

Sibal angues that States cannot go in search of
political solutions to coax Governors® assent

sion Bench had imposed a
three-month deadline for
the President and Gover-
nors to decide the fae of
the Bllb_ If the Bills were

time Bmits on the Presi-
dent and Governors and
granting “deemed assent™
o Bills. "What happens if
the time Emit of three
mainths set by the Supreme:
Court [in the TN Governar
Judgment] i not followed
Iy the President or Gover-
nofs,” Justice Nath asked.
He queried why it was

“deemed asser” alone.

time limits could be pre-
seribed in indhvidual cases
after considering the pecu-
liar Excts and circumstanc-
o of each.

Chisef pustior Gaval sakd a
bresd  brushstroke of a
“general™ timedine applica-
bhlui]runn(#h;rm}

averreaching by
1]|¢ de.l:hln'. “Tienelines
help In malntaining disch
jpline anul immediacy. This

il Nad came with their
own cases. However, the
problem  [gubernatarial
helary] has proven 1o be en-
demic and repetitive,” bir.
Singhnd sald explalning the
reason for the Tamil Nadu

Tamil Madlu, represent-  the court agreed with the  lay thwarts the constitu The Bench is hearing a  byed assent to 10 State  “Why cannot the other op-  fixing a “general™ thres-
ed by senfor adwocates Cemtre'sargument that Go-  tional scheme, he said  Presidential Reference of  Bills dince 2020, The Dihvi-  tions — withholding assent  month deadline.
KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context ® AM. Singhvi (TN):
e Issue: Delay by Governors in granting assent to State © Urgency is inherent in Governor’s role.
Bille under Article 200 of the Constitution. o Bills reflect felt necessity of times; cannot be stalled.

e Forum: A 5-judge Presidential Reference Bench of the © Delay = undermines constitutional balance.

Supreme Court (2024-25).

e Trigger: April 8 2024, SC judgment (2-judge Bench) in
Tamil Nadu Governor case —> imposed 3-month deadline
for Governor/President to act on Bills; beyond that,
deemed assent.

Centre's Argument (Countered by States)
® Governors have discretionary power to withhold Bills
(Article 200).
e States reject this absolute reading; say it distorts
federalism « democracy.
Constitutional Provisions
e Article 200: Governor can (o) assent, (b) withhold
assent, (c) return (if not Money Bill), or (d) reserve Bill for
President.

Larger Issues at Stake

e Federalism: Balance between Centre-appointed Governor
& State Legislature’s sovereignty.

e Separation of Powers: Can judiciary fix binding timelines
for constitutional functionaries?

e Constitutional Morality: Offices should function
collaboratively, not obstructively.

e Judicial Innovation vs. Overreach: “Deemed assent”
doctrine tested.

e Article 201: When reserved, President may assent or
withhold assent.

Court’s Observations
e CJIB.R. Gavai, Justices Vikram Nath « P.S. Narasimha:
o Governors cannot indefinitely delay Bills.
o “Noorgan can impair the functioning of the
Constitution.”
® Doubts raised:

Precedent - April 2024 SC Judgment
e Set 3-month deadline = if Bills pending, they get deemed

o Whether SC can impose a general timeline on assent.

Governors/President. e Current Bench reviewing whether such judicially imposed

o Risk of judiciary overreaching separation of powers. deadlines are valid.

o Instead of “deemed assent” alone, why not consider
"“deemed withholding” or “deemed reservation”?

States’ Arguments (Tamil Nadu & West Bengal)
* Kapil Sibal (WB):

o Governor not royalty in a Republic.

o Collaboration > confrontation between
constitutional offices.

o Delay = thwarts legislative sovereignty.

o Giving absolute power = absurdity, risk to future of
federalism.




India sets eyes on $1-tn semiconductor
market; PM promises faster approvals

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

India will soon hold a sig-
nificant share in the global
semiconductor  market,
which is set to reach $1 tril-
lion in size, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Tuesday, adding that the
government is working to
ensure faster approvals to
reduce the time it takes 1o
start manufacturing semi-
conductors in India.

He added that work is
“underway” on the next
phase of the India Semi-
conductor Mission.

Speaking at the 2025
edition of Semicon India,
the annual semiconductor
conference, the Prime Mi-
nister noted that India has
achieved a GDP growth
rate of 7.8% even as the rest
of the world is mired in
“self-interest”, adding that
this growth has come from
ACTOSS SECtors.

“In 2025, we gave clea-

T

Focus area: Prime Minister Marendra Modi addressing the
gathering at the Semicon India 2025 in New Delhi. /n

rance to five more projects
to bring the cumulative
count to 10 projects,” Mr.
Modi said. “These projects
have drawn a combined in-
vestment of $18 billion or
1.5 lakh crore. This is re-
flective of the world's con-
fidence in India”

“Key economic drivers’
Semiconductor chips are
the “digital diamonds™ and

the most important eco-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

India’s Position in Global Semiconductor Market

¢ Global semiconductor market projected to reach $1

trillion.

e India expected to hold a significant share in coming

years.

nomic drivers of the 2ist
century, the Prime Minis-
ter said, in much the same
way as crude oil drove
growth in the previous
century.

“The shorter the time
from file to factory, and the
lesser the paperwork, the
sooner wafer work can be-
gin," Mr. Modi said, ex-
plaining the government's
approach. In this regard,
the national single window

system enables access to
all approvals from both the
Centre and States on a sin-
gle platform, he said.

It is time for “execution
with precision™ and deliv-
ery on scale, the Prime Mi-
nister said. He emphasised
that the government's poli-
cies were not directed at
“short-term  signals but
long-term commitments”,
assuring the semiconduc-
tor ecosystem in India of
his full support.

“The days are not far
when the world will take
note of [chips] designed in
India, made in India, and
trusted by the world,” he
said.

Speaking amidst global
trade uncertainties trig-
gered by new US. tariffs,
Mr. Modi praised India's
growth in challenging
times. “There is concern in
economies around the
world, there are challenges
created by economic self-
interest,” Mr. Modi said

e Emphasis on reducing “file to factory” time — faster .

clearances, lesser paperwork.

India Semiconductor Mission (ISM)

* Next phase underway — long-term strategy, not just .

short-term policy moves.

e Use of National Single Window System — integrates

approvals from Centre & States.

e 20125:10 cumulative projects approved (5 new in 2025 .
alone).
e Investment attracted: $18 billion (~%1.5 lakh crore). o

Economic Significance

e Chips called “digital diamonds” — compared with crude

oil as growth driver of past century.

e Semiconductor manufacturing seen as a key economic

driver of the 2lst century.
e India’'s GDP growth: 7.8% (2025) despite global
slowdown & trade uncertainties.

Strategic Importance

e Self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat) in critical tech.
e “Designed in India, made in Indiq, trusted by the world”

— goal of technology sovereignty.

* Reduces dependence on global supply chains dominated

by East Asia (Taiwan, South Koreo, China).

Global Context

U.s. tariffs & trade uncertainties affecting global supply
chains.

India positioning itself as an alternative manufacturing
hub amidst geopolitical shifts.

Significance for strategic autonomy and technology
security.

Policy & Governance Angle

Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) reforms: single window,
quicker approvals.

Reflects shift in governance: execution with precision &
scale.

Long-term commitments instead of populist/short-term
measures.



India needs more women jucges in the Supreme Court

ith thee retinemsent of Justice
Sudhanshy Dhulia, on August 9,
2025, there were two vacancies in
the: Supreme Court of India. It
W R OPPOFTLIN time i correct the acute
gender imbalance in the Court and appoint
women judges, but this did not kappen. Justice
BV, Nagarathna is the sole woman judge out of
the full strengah of 34 judges in the Court. Asa
member of the Collegium, when she expressed
Iher dissent over a recent appointment to the
Court (Justice Vipul Panchol) on the ground that
theere were others more sendor, and on the basls

Justice Alok Aradie were swoam in as judges of
the Cont on Auguast 29, 2025,

This not anly invites us to review the
procedure of appointment of judges in Inda’s p
court but also bo examine and question the severe
lack of women judges, which, directly, has an
impuict o how women judges and their views are
rmskknd I‘hm:rru.m be a focus on the

mcomandwhlmwuiwurmw
todiy.

alack of ¥
Historically, only Il women huve boen appoinied
o the Court Gl date, which is a mere 1.8% of the

2006); jmkemnsmﬂnnlhluzmpﬂlm
mn&mzrmm.hmanm

Dl (September O, 2000-October 29, WH:
Justice . Barumathi {August 13, F0li-July 19,
20200; Justice Indu Malbotra '-'?.
2088-Mareh 13, 20Z1); pustice
(August 7, 2008-5epeember 23, m Justioe Hima
Kohli (Auguse 31, 2021 Septernber 1, 2024); Justice
Bela M. Trivedi (August 31, 2001 June 5, 2025}
Justice BV, Nagarathna (August 31, 2001-October
29, 2027).

The last appointment of women to the Count
was on August 31, 2021 when the Collegium, bed
ey thes Chied Justice of ndia (CJT), NV, Ramana,
appointed three women judges. This was seen as.
unprecedented because even the appalntment of
theee women 3t one go was a rarity, Alang with
Justice Indira Banerjee, who was already on the
Bench, it was, for the first timse, that there was

han 10% of the
Court. mlthaslhob«nilwnonlmd
« sity among Judges in the Count

s this has nat led to the appointment of wamen
from the Schedubed Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
Justice Fathima Beevi remains the solé woman
Jusdge in the Court from a minority fih.

There is a significant gender disparity in the

B Seneor Advocate
practising in the:

o bnsia

The Supremse
Couirt of India
must corredt s
acute gender

women judges

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Current Context (2025)

e Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia retired (Aug 9, 2025) =

created 2 vaconcies.

e Appointments made: Justice Vipul Pancholi & Justice Alok

Aradhe (Aug 29, 2025).

e No woman appointed — Justice B.V. Nagarathna remains

raienber of direct appointees to the Court from
the Bar, o Lawyers directly elevated from
practice. From 1950, nine mabe judges have been
elevated bo the Court directly from the Bar,
Hiowever there has been only one woman till
date, justice indu Mathotra; no other woman
Lawryer has been appointed 1o the Court, despite
there being women Senicr Advocates in the
Court. In fact, there ks gap in the appointment
of women Enwyers as judges, both in the High
Courts and the Supreme Court, which is
Wﬁwmlh:wﬂ.lkwbmtdu

opporunities to rise to positions of sendority. O
of 1l women fudges in the Court ll date, only fve
woommen hurve been a part of the Supreme Coun
Collegium, with only three having been imvolved
im appointments to the Cour. Justios Inda
Mathotra and Justice Fathima Beevi had tenures
that wene shorier than three years, a fabe shared

Ty anly five male Court judges historically. The
dehdmdwumrkummm
‘woemen judges ot making it w the

as u*rnmeNMh mmmnqmn
hia, who is scheduled 1o be

apmhedforadyaﬁd.aw(sepwmm.m

Procedure and criteria for appointments
The manner of appointments is also a matter of
concern. According 1o the Memorandum of
Procedure of Supreme Court Judges, the
appointment of 3 Judge of the Court s decided by
the CJi, in consultation with a Collegium of the
four seriormant Judges of the Court. Afler receipt
of the final recommendation of the CJ1, the Unicn
Minister of Law, Justice and Company Affairs will
Pt ug the recommenidations to the Prime:
Minéster who will advise the President of india in
the matter of appointment.
There it no clarity as b on what bass

intments will be made as the criteria are not
public. In 2017, the Collegham headed by then G
Dipak Misra made public some of the resolutions
of the Collegium on the Supreme Court website
which inchaded reasons for appointments. The
Collegiums led by subsequent CJis were not
consistent in providing the reasons for its
recommendations. What we do know bs that at
variious times, the caste, religion or region of

‘When caste, religion and regional
representation are considered as criteria for
appaintments, whry is gender not nstitutionalised
as a criterion for appointment of judges to the

are belng considered 10 the higher judiciary
shoubd be made open and public. Candidates
comsidened should be persons of exceptional
intellecrual and legal ability, with sound
Judgment and an excelkent record of work, and
st show sensithity 1o the needs of different
communitics and groups. There must bea
comumitmeent for diversity and inclusion of
gender, caste, religion and regional
represendation, which has 1o be instinstionalised
in the form of a written policy in the higher
hﬂldm- somupmd-crrm-m:amls °

mwmmmmm
women wene not appointed to the Court, various
palliattve reasans have been ghven such as the

al women The
presend appointments show that senbority was
given agorbry as several wormen judges of the High
Courts who were mone senlor were not
Further, there is no sentority [ ]

required for appointment of women biwyers
directly to the Coust, which has also not been
done since 208, when Justice Indu Mathotra was
appainted.

 The Supreme Court of India has been a

Structural Issues

® Women appointed later in career — shorter
tenures, limited chance at CJI or Collegium.
Justice Nagarathna will be first woman cJI
(Sep 24-0ct 29, 2027) = but only for 36
days.
Several women judges with seniority
overlooked.

3% of elected seats and office bearer posts for
wamen. However, there ks no Instiudonalised
mandate for tation in the

Collegium Appointment Procedure
Bender represen
constitutional courts. Bt ks time that this changes.

e Memorandum of Procedure (MoP):
o CJI+\ senior-most judges recommend —
sent to Law Minister — PM — President.
Collegium process = opaque, discretionary,
inconsistent transparency.
Criteria used: caste, religion, regional

As a way to create greater trust,
The presence of

truly representative count, for all citizens which it [ ]
s intended to serve,

anddamhn:beencnmmulﬁ s mmpmmu{mdﬂhlnﬁxmpm t t ( . I,I, )
e o 1D e wersmre | kg f e e et o representation (occasionally).
in i m . . . . . .
= e e e Gender not institutionalised as a criterion.
Concerns

the sole woman judge (out of 3Y).

e Justice Nagarathna dissented in Collegium but was

ignored.

e Highlights structural gender imbalance in judicial

appointments.

Historical Data

® Since 1950 — 287 SC judges, only 11 women (= 3.8%).

® Women SC judges (chronological):

o Fathima Beevi (1989) = first woman SC judge.

o Sujata Manohar, Ruma Pal, Gyan Sudha Mishra,
Ranjana Desai, R. Banumathi, Indu Malhotro, Indira
Banerjee, Hima Kohli, Bela M. Trivedi, B.V. Nagarathna.

* First time >10% women representation = 2021 Collegium

(CJI Ramana) —> 3 women appointed together.

® No SC/ST women judges ever appointed; Fathima Beevi =

only Muslim woman.

Bar-to-Bench Elevation
¢ 9 men elevated directly from the Bar.
e Only 1 woman (Justice Indu Malhotra, 2018).
e Women lawyers — largely excluded from SC/HC

elevations.

e Exclusion of women — undermines representation,
inclusiveness, public trust.

e Lack of diversity = weakens legitimacy of judiciary.

e Tokenism & delayed appointments reduce women's
influence in decision-making.

e Absence of policy/institutionalised mandate for gender
representation in higher judiciary.

Arguments for Women Representation
e Women judges — bring unique perspectives, empathy,
lived experiences.
e Strengthens gender-sensitive jurisprudence.
e Enhances public trust, confidence & democratic legitimacy.
¢ Aligns with sC’s own judgments mandating 30%
representation for women in Bar Associations.

Reform Suggestions

e Institutionalise gender diversity as a criterion in
Collegium/MoP.

e Greater transparency in Collegium deliberations.

e Proactive Bar-to-Bench elevation of women lawyers.

e Appoint women judges earlier in career to ensure longer
tenures.

e Ensure intersectional diversity (caste, community, region +
gender).




Unmistakable shift
India signalled a change in foreign
policy stance at the SCO Summit

ore than the outcomes, Prime Minister
M Narendra Modi's decision to visit China

for the Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) Summit was a clear message from the
government on a shift in its foreign policy out-
look. It has been seven years since Mr. Modi had
travelled to China, and his meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping was their first such bilateral
engagement since the military standoff of 2020.
It has been three years since Mr. Modi attended
the SCO summit, a Eurasian grouping seen as de-
cidedly anti-western. Meanwhile, photographs of
the bonhomie between Mr. Modi, Mr. Xi and Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin evoked memories
of an inactive Russia-India-China (RIC) trilateral.
The bilateral meeting with China saw the two
leaders give their approval to the normalisation
process initiated in October 2024, leading from
troop disengagement along the LAC. The two
sides agreed to fast-track the boundary resolu-
tion process being discussed by their Special Re-
presentatives, They also gave the green light for
the resumption of direct flights, visa facilitation,
and the building of economic ties to “stabilize
world trade”. As Mr. Modi committed to “taking
forward ties ...based on mutual trust, respect and
sensitivity™, Mr. Xi called for the “Dragon (China)
and the Elephant (India) to come together”, Such
bonhomie was unthinkable even a year ago, and
it is clear that it has been driven, in some mea-
sure, by the U.S. moves to impose tariffs and
sanctions on India, and New Delhi's sense of mis-
trust about the Trump administration’s inten-
tions. This allowed Mr. Modi and his delegation,
for the moment, to side-step some of the con-
cerns India has had over China’s actions, includ-
ing its support to Pakistan during Operation Sin-
door, the blocking of Indian moves on UNSC
reforms and NSG membership, and holds on de-
signating Pakistan-based terrorists.

It was significant that the Tianjin declaration
included strong language against the “cross-bor-
der movement of terrorists”, albeit condemning
the Pahalgam attack and attacks in Balochistan
against Pakistani forces, in equal measure. The
declaration also saw the entire SCO membership
find common ground on contentious issues such
as the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and condem-
nation of U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran, although In-
dia maintained its opposition to the paragraph
supporting China's Belt and Road Initiative. Mr.
Xi's plans for an SCO Development Bank, and Mr.
Modi's suggestion of initiating a “Civilisational
Dialogue” between SCO members found men-
tion. While the outcomes and the optics made for
what Mr. Modi described as a “productive” visit
to China, his itinerary missed some opportunities
for closer engagement with leaders from India's
neighbourhood and the Global South, as he
skipped the “SCO Plus” Summit.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Strategic Significance of Visit
e First visit by PM Modi to China.in 7 years; first bilateral
meeting with Xi Jinping since 2020 border standoff.
e Visit signals a shift in India’s foreign policy outlook
omidst strained ties with the U.S. (tariffs, sanctions,
mistrust of Trump administration).

India-China Bilateral Engagement

e Resumption of dialogue: Fast-tracking boundary
resolution via Special Representatives.

e Confidence-building: Approval for direct flights, visa
facilitation, economic ties = aimed at stabilizing world
trade.

e Narrative of cooperation: Modi emphasized “mutual
trust, respect, sensitivity”; Xi used metaphor “Dragon &
Elephant must come together.”

e Unthinkable a year ago = reflects realignment of
priorities.

Context of RIC (Russia-India-China)
e Modi, Xi, Putin photographs evoked RIC trilateral
memories.
e gignificance: Russia-China-India grouping gaining renewed
attention in Eurasian geopolitics.

SCO Tianjin Declaration (Key Takeaways)

e Terrorism: Strong language against “cross-border

movement of terrorists.”
o Condemned Pahalgam attack (India) and Balochistan
attacks (Pakistan) = balancing tone.

® West Asian crisis: Common ground on Gaza humanitarion
crisis and condemnation of U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran.

e china's Belt & Road Initiative (BRI): India maintained
opposition, consistent with past stand.

Institutional &« Development Proposals
® Xi's proposal: SCO Development Bank.
® Modi's proposal: “Civilisational Dialogue” among SCO
members.

Missed Diplomatic Opportunities
® Modi skipped the “SCO Plus” Summit, missing direct
engagement with leaders of neighbourhood and Global
South.



‘India should double trade volume with Germany,
its steps to normalise ties with China positive news’

IM HIS first visit to India, as the
German Foreign Minister,
JOHANN DAVID WADEPHUL
said they are facing a multitude of
geopolitical challenges and will
only be able toovercome themto-
gether with strong partners in-
cluding India, On PM MNarendra
Modi and Chinese President Xi
Jinping's meeting in Tianjin,
Wadephul, in an email interview
10 SHUBHAJIT ROY ahead of the
visit, said the fact India and China
have taken
is "positive news”, Wadephul,
who arrived in Bengaluru Tues-
day, will meet External Affairs
Minister $ Jaishankar and Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal

healthcare. India offers great po-

Germany learned the hard

Germany strives for a strong part- international law and puts  wvisit toChina. Germany also
nership withIndia based on mu- Europe’s security at risk. Russia  has close ties with China. How
tual reliability and trust. There isa has also shown again and againit  doyouview Indian-Chinese
wide range of areas in which our is ot a reliable partner for eco-  effortsto normalise ties? Do
two countries should further nomic cooperation. Germanyand  you view China as a strategic
strengthen their cooperation, in- the EUhave madeeffortstodiver-  threat, especially in the
cluding foreign and security pol- sifyourenergy sources. Germany  context of the rules-based
icy, defence, economy and trade, has beenverysuccessfulinreduc-  order and in the Indo-Pacific
science and research, and skilled ing its energy dependence on W continue to see Chinaas a
rrigration. We are facing a multi- Russia, even down to zerowhen  partner, competitor and systemic
tude of geopolitical challenges, itcomestodirectgasimports.Our  rival We seek tocontinue cooper-
which we will only be able to goalat EUlevel remainstoachieve  ationwhereit is inourinterest, es-
overcome together with strong complete independence from  pecially as regards tackling global
tonormaliseties  partners such as India. And we Russiainthe energy field by 2027-  challenges suchas dimate change,
can leverage many synergy ef- end. Reducing these crucial de-  Atthe same time, efemnents of sys-
fects. The German economy ur- pendenciescan put more pressu-  temic rivalry have increased.
gently needs skilled workers in THE EKPRESS reonRussia, reduce itsoilandgas  China's support for Moscow's war
fields such as IT services and income and thus hititswarchest.  of aggression against Ukraine is a

game changer for us. But we are

Wednesday, Excerpts: tential here. Thereis also great po- way when it comes toreducing  also equally concerned about
tential for choser economic coop- — unilateral dependendesincritical  China’s unclear military build-up
What are your expectations eration. German-Indian trade JOHANN DAVID fields such asenergy. Thatiswhy  and power projectioninthe Indo-
of India and whichsectorsfor  volume was 31 billion Euro last WADEPHUL we are looking at building more  Pacific. Europe may be far away
cooperation are you looking year — why don't we create the GERMANFOREIGN MINSTER diverse partnerships globallywith  from Taiwan, but any escalationin
at? conditions to double that? The — reliable partners such as India.  the Tawan Straitwould have seri-
India is a major global plaver  planned India-EU Free Trade This could certainty be mutually  ousconsequences for global secu-
and an indispensable partnerfor  Agr will boost trade be-  its defence neadsand beneficial. In defence, for exam- ity and prosperity and also affect
Germany. Both of our countries  tween our countries. Germany foritsenergy needs.  ple, Europe’s and Germany'sin-  our European interests... The fact
can be proud of whatwe haveal- How should they reduce creasing defence and securityco-  that India and China have taken
ready achieved inthe 25yearsof  India & Germany both face dependencies, and how operationwith Indiacouldhelpto  steps to normalise their relations
our Strategic Partnership, and  similar challenges because of should India tackle this i diversify India’s defence imports.  is positive news.
now is exactly the right time (o theirdependence on Russia. Russia’s war of aggression FULL INTERVIEW
broaden our cooperation. IndiadependsonMoscowfor  againstUkraineblatantlyviolates  PM Modi has just completed a www.indianexpress.com

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of Visit

First visit to India by German Foreign Minister Johann
David Wadephul.

Meetings with EAM S. Jaishankar and Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal.

Comes amid PM Modi-Xi Jinping meeting in Tianjin (China),
seen as a step towards India—-China normalisation.

India—Germany Relations

Strategic Partnership since 2000 (25 years completed
in2025).
Germany sees India as an “indispensable global
partner”.
Areas of focus:

o Foreign & security policy, defence

o Economy & trade

o Science & research

o skilled migration (IT & healthcare)
Trade volume (202Y): €31 billion — scope to double.
Indio—EU FTA (under negotiation) expected to boost
trade.

Reducing Dependency on Russia

Germany: Was highly dependent on Russian gas =
reduced to zero direct imports.

© EU target: Complete independence by 2027.
India: Dependent on Russia for defence imports.
German suggestion: Diversify defence imports =
increase Europe-India defence cooperation.
Strategic rationale: Reducing dependencies puts
pressure on Russia, cuts its oil « gas revenues.

Germany's China Policy
e China viewed simultaneously as:
o Partner (e.q, climate change cooperation)
o Competitor
o Systemic rival
e Concerns:
o Support to Russia’s war in Ukraine = “game changer”.
o Unclear military build-up + power projection in Indo-
Pacific.
o Taiwan Strait escalation = risk to global security &
prosperity.
e Positive view: India—China steps to normalise ties.

Key Geopolitical Takeaways

® Geopolitical convergence: Both India & Germany
diversifying away from Russio.

e Economic complementarity: Germany needs skilled
workers; India has demographic advantage.

e Strategic Indo-Pacific linkages: Europe acknowledges
Indo-Pacific security affects European prosperity.

e Rules-based order: Shared interest in countering
authoritarian disruptions.



Chma s parade, Asia’s divide

Modi's decision toskip China’s military pageant
speaks of impracticality of Eurasian coalition

By C Raja MOHAN

THE BRIEFVIDED of Prime Minister Narencdra
Modi holding hands with Chinese leader Xi
Jingeing an Russian President Viadsmir Putinat
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation | 500)
summat in Thnjin has gone viral. The three-
weay handshake, ocourming against the back-
drop of US President Donald 's redemt-
less effort to bully Irlmd and foe alike,
ame
;n(lu.gnrugforgeupnlllnlaﬂvmuge Yeta
photo-op does not a grand alliance make.

lammﬂwmmmdahrm
coalition against America is highlighted by
Modi's absence from Chinas spectacular mal-
iary parade in Bejjingon \Wednesday tomark

(PLA) formidable military prowess in
Than, dedisiontoskipth

paradeunderlines India'scontinuing distance
from Bejjing's effortstoreinterpret the past for
[present purposes. Thosewhe claimed that the
S0 hancshake buried the Cuad will note that
Modi's absence putshim in the same compary
as the leaders of Australia, Japan, and the
United States, who will also sty away.

In Septemiber 1945, Imperial Japan sumen-
dered, ending the war in Asia. in Europe, the
wictors and a defeated Germany oollectively
miark the end of hostilities, Asia, however, re-
mainsdivided initsmemorny. Reconciliation is
elushveeven eightdecades later. China calls its
commemoration, “The Chinese People’s War
ol Resistance Against japaness Aggression and
the World Anti-Fascist War™, Yet the military
parade, arguably, is bess about the past and
moreabout enduring rvalfies. Befjing seeks 1o
mobilise: Patsonalist sentiment against Jpan
and positioniitself as Asia's pre-eminent

Toloyo, wydcmmwsm
Aatend Australs, india, and the LS —allerit-
ical to the Alliedvictory inAsia — declined imvi-
nations, as did Britain, France, and the
Metherlancs {the Ewsropean powerswithama-
Jjor presence in Asia in World \War [T} For the

Gl powers, participation would have been
Res bt mw&m:malm#m&u
1945 than (China's aspirations for

the domdnation of Asla. By contrast, mary
Southeast and Central Asian beadérs have
showm up in Befjing. Their attendance is less
about theWar'smemory thanabout signalling

‘World War 1T left Delhi
struggling with the
consequences of the
geopolitical fragmentation
of the Subcontinent and
Partition. The Indian elive’s
misreading of the politics of
that era proved costly.
Today, the stakes are equally
high. India risks repeating
the error if it fails to grasp
the dynamic interplay
berween Washington,
Moscow, and Beijing and
define a cdlear sense of its
WL INTERESLS,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Symbolism vs. Reality
e Viral handshake of Modi, Xi, and Putin at SCO (Tianjin) =
photo-op, not alliance.

* Highlights impracticality of a Eurasian coalition against

the U.S.

India’s Balancing Act
e Modi skipped China’s WWII victory parade — signals

distance from Beijing’s attempts to reinterpret history

for present-day legitimacy.
* Puts India in same camp as Quad powers (U.S., Japan,

Australia).

Historical Memory of WWIL in Asia
e Europe = collective reconciliation post-1945.
* Agia = fragmented, contested memory.
e China: frames WWII as “War of Resistance Against
Japanese Aggression”.

e Japan: urges boycott of parade; fears legitimisation of

Chinese dominance.
e Southeast & Central Asian attendance — signalling
goodwill to Beijing.
e Philippines absent (conflict with China in South China

Sea).

abzsence is the Philippines, a majos theatre of
‘World War IL It is now at the receiving end of
Chinese military powerinthe South ChinaSea.

Winydoes the memanyof the same wardi-
wide Asia so sharply? Because national expe-
riences differed, rChinaendured 14
wears of brutal Japanese occupation. but the

oolonisa-

tion and then division, Southeast Asiawel-
commied aswell as fought a rising Japan in Asia,
India's experienoe was equallly comple. s
ernerging nationalist elite was divided in its re-
sponse to the War, and it also suffered the di-
vision of the nation on relighous lines. The

Inclian Any fought the JapaneseinBunmaand  the|

took the surrender of Japanese forces in
Rangoan, Singapore, |akarta, and Hanoi. Yet
there was alsothe Indian National Armmy (INAL
led by Subhas Chandra Bose and backed by
Tolyo. For Bose, an alliance with japan was a
path bovi Fram Beitain.

Bose's INAalso underlines the complex-
ity of the msronalrnzmoryoﬂapaneselm—

shek’s 1942 visit tolndia and his meeting with
Cearsdbidid Betle to brickge the gap. China which
Found itselfionithe side af the victanios Alies,
gained muchin the post-War settlements and
the permanentmembershipolthe LN Security
‘Council. Despite its massive contributions to
the Allied victory, India got litthe to show for it
afver theWar thanks wits imernal divisions.
‘nationalist

Iretianand Chinese: ITHAMETEnts
failied i find solidarity at acritical junctusein
the 20th century despite thear shared senseof

arti-imperialism Since then, their repeated
ihizmh

successiul That stuation has notchanged with
an hour-long meeting between Modi and X5
in Tianjin on Monday, Modi's refusal to attend

Besgany; paradk underscones the deepdiver-
genoe in how Delhi and Beging interpret the
passt and ernvision Asia’s futne.

South Asia is well represenied at the pa-
rade, with Afghanistan, Bangladesh, the

e Pt et e Indias Complex WWII Experience

Murir, wheowill be at the parade today, might . . .
e Indian Army: fought Japan in Burma, received

lism Japan stybed isel
ator from Europs donialism. It sln-gan
“Asia l'orAs'nnr, had much resonance in
the reghon Nathonalists in Burma, Indonesia,
and Indochina initially welcomed Tokyo's
promise of solidarity and suppor. Japan
trabned militias, weakened European colo-
nial rulers, and briefly inspired hopes of in-
dependence. But the oocupation soon re-
vealed its brutal face — resource plunder,
forced labour, and repression. For much of
Asia, Japan became both the oppressor and
rividwite of decalonisation.

If Indian and Chinese nationalists shared
an ariti-imperial sentiment, winy did they not
colliborate? Theanswer liedinthe adverinies
they faced. India’s battle was against Britain,
Chéna's against Japan. Indian natonalismwas
aeenly divided. Gandhi refused 1o back

Eritain's war effort, launching CQuit India in
Mmﬂhﬁmm}mmmmm

w’}len the FLA goose-steps across
Tiananmen Squase, Asiawill be rerninded ol &
'war that deeply divided the region. The mili-
tary spectacle in Beljing today may project. @
unity, but the guest list reveals divisior. The
real challenge for Asiais notsimply toremem-
ber the past but i escape being rapped by it
For India, the challenge is more complex.
‘World Warll lefi Delhi struggling with thecon- - @
of thegeopolitical frgmentationof
the Sisheontinent and Paration. The ndin
elite’s misreading of the politics of thatera @
proved costly. Today. the stakes are equally
high India risks repeating the error if it Galsto
grasp the dynamic interplay between
Moscow, and Bedjing and define
ackear sense of its own interests,

mmunmwwam

well claim credit for the undivided Indian
Ammr bt ctory in Asia — ahis-
vy indsa—ahis
Japanese surrenders.
Subhas Chandra Bose’s INA, backed by Japan,
sought independence.
Gandhi: Quit Indio, refused to back Britain.
Communists: first called war “inter-
imperialist”, later backed Allies after
Germany attacked USSR.

The Indi
imitialhy disrissed the War s an “inter-impe-
rialist” conflict. After Nazi Germany attacked
the Soviet Uriion, they became faunch sup-
pmwsoﬂtnmn—f.asunw

The Chinese nationalist leader Chiang Kad-

e pdk g e Result — fractured nationalist consensus,

1 Chetr on Asion Geopolisics a the
cnmmwwmmm

weakening India’s bargaining power post-war.

JorThe Indian Express

India-China Divergences

e Despite shared anti-imperial sentiment, India fought
Britain, China fought Japan — no solidarity.

¢ Chiang Kai-shek-Gandhi meeting (1942) = no
breakthrough.

e China gained UN Security Council permanent seat; India
sidelined.

® Modi's absence from Beijing parade today reflects
enduring divergence in historical interpretations and
future vision of Asia.

Geopolitical Ironies & Regional Signals
e Pakistan Army Chief at Beijing parade may invoke Indian
Army's WWII role = historical irony.
¢ South Asian participation (Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Nepal, Maldives, Myanmar, Pakistan) — Delhi isolated in
memory politics.

Lessons for Today

o WWII left India weakened by Partition and misreading
geopolitics.

e Present risk: repeating mistakes if India fails to
understand dynamic Washington-Moscow-Beijing
interplay.

e Imperative: Define clear, autonomous national interest
amidst great power rivalry.




DECODING THE GDP SURPRISE

US tariffs, domestic risks make it tricky to gauge growth trends

SACHCHIDANAND SHUKLA

[ARST THINGS FIRST. To say that Incdia’s first-
quarter COF growth rate of 7.8 per cent sur-
prised all would be an understatement.
Growth was driven by strong

and solid private consumption. This robust
start means even a mone moderate growth
rate of around & per cent for the remaining
quarters would nudge the ecveniual 2025-26
numberschaser to the RBI's estimate of 6.5 per
cent and help absortsome potential external
shocks. limust also be acknowdedged that the
first quarter numbers dont provide dues as
tothe adverse impact of LS tasiffs.

e st ot get oo carried aweay by the
numbers, given the role of some technical
bump ups by way of the base effect, which

09 percent wasone of the lowest outside
theCovid years. The decrease incoverall prices
statistically boosted the real output calcula-
tion, making the headline growth number ap-
[pear strorger thanit actually is.

Growth is projected to trend lower from
hereon during the fiscal year. The RBE's projec-
ton sands a1 6.7 per cent for the second quar-
ter,6.6 per cent for the third an 6.3 percertfor
the fourth. Most forecasters have a similartra-
Jectory pencilled in. The outhook for the restal
the year remains uncertain due to first- and

Growth is projected to trend
lower from hereon during the
fiscal year. The RBI's
projection stands at 6.7 per
cent for the second quarter,
6.6 per cent for the third and
6.3 per cent for the fourth,
Muost forecasters have a
similar trajectory pencilled in.
The outlook for the rest of the
year remains uncertain due to
first- and second-order
impact of tariffs and the
uncertainty around a trade
deal with the US.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Headline Numbers

sevond-order impact of taniffs and the uncer-
tainty around a trade deal with the US. italso
riashs somme dormestic risks such as tepid oredit
growth and risk of deferred demand across
inanticipation of CST rate cuts.
mmmmmhum

Lionary press,
ab\vmmml(‘.ﬂ"m‘mﬂhnfs,&pﬂtmm
which isn't surprising as it perficthy mirmors

the drop in inflation. But this slowdown has
severalimportant knock-on effects.

bee facing the brunt of US tariffs. But wiyis
there a discrepancy between the Q1 GDP
and the rather lukewarm corporate eam-
ings numbers.and commentary, or eventhe
high-frequency data?

‘Well, the bow deflator inflates real GDP
groweth relative i nominal growth, oreating

of:

nominal growih, may not reflect the same

First,itimgart: P b
ernment’s (scal posithon, The 2025-26 budg-
assumption is that of 101 percent nom-
imal growth, which s nowonly growingai B8

buoyancy as real GDP
ﬁlemhesnpermul.ﬁuﬁ&cprmw

fromthoading of exports. However, this isa tran-

sienteffect, and the subsequent impact could

per cent, and hence the
smaller thanexpected. Key targets, like the fis-
cal deficit, are measured as a percentage of this
e Sincethe pie is smaller, the delicit percent-
age autematically gets bigger, putting the
budget targets under strain.

Second, itean weigh on tax collections
given that kewer inflation means the prices of
goods and services arent rising misdh When
things cost less, the government collects less
intases. Addd tothat the possibility of GST rate
cutsor fall in expected tax

Tmrd.vmhshwermmuu]gmh we
can expect credit growth to slow down as
el L Fourth, the pressure on corparate top-
line growth. Lower nominal growth could
weigh on Hsted corporate top-lines and
CAMANES eVen as some sectors may already

® QI GDP growth: 7.8% (higher than expected).
* Driven by: services, manufacturing, construction, govt.
spending, private consumption.

e RBI projection for FY25-26: 6.5%.

e RBIquarterly forecast:

o Q2:6.7%
o Q3:6.6%
o QY:6.3%

Statistical/Technical Factors
e Base effect: Contributed ~4O basis points to growth.
e GDP deflator: 0.9% (lowest outside Covid years).

o Low deflator = artificially boosts real GDP vs
nominal GDP.
e Frontloaded exports (before US tariffs of 50%).
e Government capital expenditure provided a temporary

boost.

entedsectors inlater quarters Mareaver, CDP
is.amacre measure aggregating value-added
across sectors, while corporate earnings re-
flect specific firm-level performance.
Discrepancies arise due to differences in ac-
counting and the exchision ol non-comporate
contributions from listed compamy results.

Further, the GDP figure was atso bocsted
by frondloaded government capstal expendi-
ture. High-frequency indicators like PMI or
freight data may not fully reflect this public
spending surge, asthey are more sensitive to
private sector activity. Gauging

underlying
growth trends is abwanys tricky, but will be
rmare 5o this year with tasilfs and propossd
GETcuts in play.

The writer is group chief ecomamatst, L&T
WViews personal

Corporate Earnings vs GDP Growth Discrepancy
¢ Why mismatch?
o GDP boosted by low deflator; revenues not.
o Export frontloading effect is temporary.
o Govt. expenditure not fully captured in private
indicators.

to listed firms.
o High-frequency indicators (PMI, freight) more
reflective of private sector.

Risks & Challenges
e External risks:
o US tariffs and trade deal uncertainty.
e Domestic risks:
o Tepid credit growth.
o Deferred demand (anticipation of GST cuts).

o Informal/non-corporate sector adds to GDP but not

Nominal vs Real GDP
e Nominal GDP growth (Ql): 8.8% (vs. budget assumption of
10.1%).
e Real GDP inflated due to low deflator.
e Implications of lower nominal GDP:
a.Fiscal deficit pressure (smaller economic pie =
deficit % rises).
b.Lower tax revenues (slower GST, direct taxes, risk of
GST cuts).
c.Credit growth slowdown (linked to nominal
expansion).
d.Corporate top-line pressure (earnings tied to
nominal GDP).

o Revenue shortfall = less room for public services &
infrastructure.
Exam Relevance

® Concepts tested:
o Real ve Nominal GDP.
o GDP Deflator.
o Base Effect.
o Fiscal Deficit dynamics.
© Macro ve Microeconomic divergence.

e Themes for GS3 / Essay:
o Growth vs Fiscal Consolidation.
o Global trade shocks and domestic resilience.
o Reliability of GDP data as a growth indicator.



